
What we do

Publish peer-reviewed
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INDIAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE STUDY OF POPULATION

About IASP
The Indian Association for the Study of
Population (IASP) is India’s leading
professional association devoted to
advancing research, teaching,
training, and policy dialogue on
population and development. Since its
inception, IASP has played a central
role in strengthening demographic
research, nurturing successive
generations of population scientists,
and promoting evidence-informed
policymaking across sectors.

IASP operates through an integrated
academic ecosystem that includes
national and regional conferences,
the flagship peer-reviewed journal
Demography India, prestigious
distinguished lecture series, structured
academic awards, and sustained
engagement with universities,
research institutions, government
bodies, and international
organisations.

Message from the President, IASP

IASP stands on the remarkable foundations
laid by pioneers in the field of demography
and the committed leadership that has
guided it over the years. It gives me immense
pleasure to carry this legacy forward during a
period of renewed institutional momentum.

The years 2022–2026 have been marked by
the strengthening of our core academic
platforms, including national and regional
conferences, technical and poster sessions,
distinguished lecture series, and World
Population Day observances, with
participation from scholars across the
country. 
Our expanding collaborations with
organisations such as UNFPA, PFI, ICSSR,
Population Council, USAID, UNICEF, and
others reflect IASP’s growing national and
global engagement. As we move forward, we
remain committed to advancing rigorous,
inclusive, and policy-relevant population
science that contributes meaningfully to
India’s development trajectory.

Promote Cutting-edge
Research & Policy
Dialogue
through a
national
academic
network

Convene Flagship
Annual Confreneces

with scholars,
policy-makers,
and
practitioners on
India's
demographic
landscape

Strengthen Regional
Research Ecosystems
By hosting regional
conferences across
India to amplify local
evidences

Observe World
Population Day 
Facilitate lectures
and dialogue  on
WPD annual
global themes

Deliver Distinguished
Lecture Series

Monthly lectures by
leading global
experts in the field  
of demography  and
health

Enable Policy
Collaborations
Routine collaborations
with governent bodies,
universities, and
international
organisations

Nurture Future
Demographers

Recognising
research excellence,
by awards, capacity
building workshops,
travel grants,
membership
network for young
researchers

PROF. SURESH SHARMA 
PRSIDENT, IASP
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Annual & Regional Conferences
4 Annual Conferences: Udaipur (2022), Rourkela (2023), New
Delhi (2024), Kolkata (2025)
9 Regional Conferences across North, South, East, West,
Northeast zones
Pre-conference workshops introduced from AC 44 onwards
Population Research Centre (PRC) sessions instituted at
Annual Conferences
General Body Meetings held at each AC

Demography India Journal & Key Publications
10 issues published 2022–25
Zero publication fee for all authors — fully open-access
Senior demographer columns introduced across issues
Fully available online at demographyindia.iasp.ac.in
2 edited book compilations from Western & Northeastern
regional chapters' research presentations
Release of books by eminent demographers at ACs

Distinguished Lecture Series
30+ lectures delivered 2022–26 by leading global
demographers
Speakers from India, UK, USA, Australia, Bangladesh,
Lithuania, Jordan & more
Themes spanning fertility, ageing, migration, climate, AI/ML in
demography, nutrition, mental health
Monthly cadence maintained; freely accessible to all IASP
members

Awards & Recognition
Prof. PP Talwar Award:Women in Technical Demography NEW
Prof. Sudesh Nangia Essay Competition Award NEW
Continuing awards: KB Pathak, K. Srinivasan (Technical &
Substantive), Chandrasekharan, S.N. Singh
Senior demographers felicitated at each Annual Conference
Condolence meetings held for departed members of the
demography community

Inclusion & Capacity Building
Fully funded travel support provided to conference
participants
World Population Day celebrated in 2022, 2023, 2024 and
2025 with public lectures, workshops & poster presentations
Monthly Executive Council meetings — first Sunday of every
month since 2022
Active social media & website presence; minutes and
proceedings posted publicly

Partnerships & Outreach
Major sponsors: UNFPA, UNICEF, Population Council,
Population Foundation of India, USAID, PSI, ICRW, IndiOil,
CINI, IIHMR, Jhpiego, IndianOil & more
UNFPA delivered keynote at 3 of 4 Annual Conferences;
honoured with UN Population Award 2025
Collaboration with NATMO, AnSI, NIT, JNU, MLSU & other
national institutions
International speakers and observers from 10+ countries at
conferences

FOUR YEARS OF IMPACT | 2022-26
Under the Presidentship of Prof. Suresh Sharma & IASP EC leadership

Two terms in review

Annual 
Conferences

Regional 
Conferences

Participation
across Events

‘Demography India’
issues

Distinguished
Lectures

World Population 
Day Observances

New awards for
young scholars





L-R: 
Prof. Sudesh Nangia, IASP President, 2002-04
Prof. S.C. Gulati, IASP President, 2004-06
Prof. Suresh Sharma, IASP President, 2019-22 & 2022-24
Prof. K. Srinivasan, IASP President, 2000-02
Prof. F. Ram, IASP President, 2010-12 & 2013-15

The Presidential Line

GENERATIONS OF
IASP LEADERSHIP



Prof. Suresh Sharma with Prof. Ashish Bose

A PORTRAIT OF IASP'S ENDURING LEGACY
Shared moments between the Past Presidents and the Present President of the IASP
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A SUMMARY OF 
IASP ANNUAL CONFERENCES, 2022-26

43th Annual Confernce 44th Annual Confernce

45th Annual Confernce 46th Annual Confernce

01- 03 December, 2022
Mohanlal Sukhadia University [MLSU],
Udaipur Rajasthan

08-10 NOVEMBER, 2023
National Institute of Technology (NIT),
Rourkela, Odisha

12 - 14  December, 2024
CSRD, Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU),
Delhi

27-29  NOVEMBER, 2025
Anthropological Survey of India (AnSI),
Kolkata

T H E M E

K E Y N O T E  S P E A K E R

P A R T I C I P A T I O N

I n d i a  @ 7 5 :  P o p u l a t i o n ,  N u t r i t i o n ,
H e a l t h  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  –
E x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  C h a l l e n g e s

O r a l  P r e s e n t a t i o n :  9 4
P o s t e r  P r e s e n t a t i o n  :  6 5
D e l e g a t e s :  ~ 3 0 0

M s .  A n d r e a  W o j n a r ,  U N F P A

G E O R G E  S I M M O N S
M E M O R I A L  O R A T I O N
P r o f .  K . S .  J a m e s

T H E M E

K E Y N O T E  S P E A K E R

P A R T I C I P A T I O N

1 . 4  B i l l i o n  A s p i r a t i o n s ,  O n e  S u s t a i n a b l e
F u t u r e :  U n f o l d i n g  I n d i a ' s  P a t h  t o
D e v e l o p m e n t

O r a l  P r e s e n t a t i o n :  8 5
P o s t e r  P r e s e n t a t i o n  :  5 0
D e l e g a t e s :  ~ 3 5 0

M r .  S r i r a m  H a r i d a s s ,  U N F P A

G E O R G E  S I M M O N S
M E M O R I A L  O R A T I O N
D r .  S u d e s h  N a n g i a

P R E - C O N F E R E N C E  W O R K S H O P
U n d e r t s n a d i n g  D a t a  t h r o u g h  G e n d e r  L e n s

T H E M E

K E Y N O T E  S P E A K E R

P A R T I C I P A T I O N

L e a v i n g  N o  O n e  B e h i n d :  N a v i g a t i n g
P o p u l a t i o n  D y n a m i c s  a n d  S u s t a i n a b l e
D e v e l o p m e n t  i n  I n d i a

O r a l  P r e s e n t a t i o n :  1 7 0
P o s t e r  P r e s e n t a t i o n  :  1 5 3
D e l e g a t e s :  ~ 4 5 0

M s .  A n d r e a  W o j n a r ,  U N F P A

G E O R G E  S I M M O N S
M E M O R I A L  O R A T I O N
M a j o r  G e n .  ( P r o f . )  A t u l  K o t w a l

P R E - C O N F E R E N C E  W O R K S H O P
G e o s p a t i a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  P o p u l a t i o n
a n d  h e a l t h  D a t a

T H E M E

K E Y N O T E  S P E A K E R

P A R T I C I P A T I O N

P e o p l e ,  P l a n e t ,  P r o s p e r i t y :
D e m o g r a p h i c  D r i v e r s  o f  I n d i a ’ s
I n c l u s i v e  G r o w t h

O r a l  P r e s e n t a t i o n :  1 2 1
P o s t e r  P r e s e n t a t i o n  :  1 4 1
D e l e g a t e s :  ~ 3 5 0

M s .  A n d r e a  W o j n a r ,  U N F P A

G E O R G E  S I M M O N S
M E M O R I A L  O R A T I O N
D r .  N i r a n j a n  S a g g u r t i

P R E - C O N F E R E N C E  W O R K S H O P
P O P  M A P  2 5  –  A  W o r k s h o p  o n  M a p p i n g
a n d  A n a l y z i n g  P o p u l a t i o n  D a t a
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A SUMMARY OF 
IASP REGIONAL CONFERENCES, 2022-26

2 0 2 3 |  B o d o l a n d
U n i v e r s i t y ,  A s s a m

2 0 2 5 |  S R M  U n i v e r s i t y ,
S i k k i m

N o r t h e a s t  R e g i o n a l
C o n f e r e n c e

2 0 2 3  |  P o p u l a t i o n
R e s e a r c h  C e n t r e ,  S r i n a g a r ,
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K a s h m i r

N o r t h e r n  R e g i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e

2 0 2 5  |  N I T  H a m i r p u r ,
H i m a c h a l  P r a d e s h

2 0 2 4 |  U t k a l  U n i v e r s i t y ,
B h u b a n e s w a r ,  O d i s h a

E a s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e

2 0 2 4 |  A n n a m a l a i
U n i v e r s i t y ,  T a m i l  N a d u

2 0 2 6 |  I S E C  B a n g a l o r e ,
K a r n a t a k a

S o u t h e r n  R e g i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e

2 0 2 4  |  M S
U n i v e r s i t y ,
B a r o d a ,  G u j r a t

W e s t e r n
R e g i o n a l  
C o n f e r e n c e

2 0 2 6  |  G o a
U n i v e r s i t y ,  G o a

W e s t e r n
R e g i o n a l  
C o n f e r e n c e



The annual award in memory of Prof KB Pathak is presented at the annual conference of IASP to the author of the
best paper in the field of Population and Health with a significant contribution in terms of methodological innovation.
The papers must have been published in any refereed journal on Population/Demography and Health during the past
two years.
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A SUMMARY OF 
AWARDS AND FELICITATIONS

01
Single-author papers on the conference theme /sub-themes are invited from young scholars (below 30 years of age)
for the Prof. Chandrasekharan award. Authors of the papers selected by the committee are then invited to present
them at the annual conference. 

PROF. CHANDRASEKHARAN AWARD

02 PROF. K.B. PATHAK AWARD

03
The best technical and substantive papers published in Demography India are selected by the committee, and the
award is presented at the annual conference. 

PROF. K. SRINIVASAN AWARD

04
This award, in memory of Prof S.N. Singh, is presented to the author of the best poster(s) presented at the annual
conference of IASP in the poster sessions. Selection is made by the chair committee.

PROF. S.N. SINGH AWARD

05
The Prof. Sudesh Nangia Essay Competition Award, instituted by IASP in 2024, to promote young scholarship in
population studies, recognizes high-quality, original essays on contemporary demographic issues. Open to students
and early-career researchers, the competition encourages critical thinking and engagement with policy-relevant
themes. Submissions are evaluated on clarity of argument, conceptual depth, and relevance, with selected
participants acknowledged and awarded at the IASP Annual Conference.

PROF. SUDESH NANGIA ESSAY COMPETITION AWARD

NEWLY INSTITUTIONALISED AWARDS

06
The Prof. P. P. Talwar Award for Women in Technical Demography, instituted by IASP in 2025, recognizes
outstanding research contributions by women scholars in the field of technical demography. The award is conferred
through a competitive paper submission process, where entries are evaluated on methodological rigor, analytical
depth, and relevance to demographic research. Shortlisted participants present their work at the IASP Annual
Conference, with the final award honoring excellence in innovation and technical application in population studies.

PROF. P.P. TALWAR AWARD 

FELICITATIONS
Each year, during the IASP Annual Conference, the Association formally felicitates senior demographers who have
made enduring contributions to the field, recognizing their scholarship, mentorship, and lasting impact on population
research in India.

Between 2022 and 2025, the following eminent members were honoured through a formal felicitation ceremony:
2025: Prof. K. K. Singh, Dr. Reena Basu, Dr. Jayanta Kumar Basu, Dr. Bashir Ahmad Bhat, Dr. Prasanta Pathak
2024: Prof. D. C. Nath, Prof. Sulabha Parasuraman, Prof. R. B. Bhagat, Prof. N. S. Bist, Dr. K. V. R. Subramaniam
2023: Dr. Pradeep Mishra, Dr. Alok Ranjan Chaurasia, Dr. R. J. Yadav, Dr. Santosh Jain Passi
2022: Dr. C. M. Pandey, Dr. A. K. Sharma, Dr. Mallika Mestry, Dr. R. K. Sinha, Dr. P. M. Nair

AWARDS



2025
Theme : Empowering young people to create the families they
want in a fair and hopeful world
K e y  S p e a k e r s :  

S h r i  A  R  N a n d a ,  F o r m e r  H e a l t h  S e c r e t a r y ,  G o v t .  o f  I n d i a .
S h r i  P r a v i n  S r i v a s t a v a ,  F o r m e r  S e c r e t a r y  a n d  C h i e f
S t a t i s t i c i a n  o f  I n d i a ,  
S h r i  K a l  S i n g h , D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l  ( S t a t s ) ,  G o v t .  o f  I n d i a ,
D r .  S u t a p a  B .  N e o g i ,  D i r e c t o r ,  I n d i a n  I n s t i t u t e  o f  H e a l t h
M a n a g e m e n t  R e s e a r c h  ( I I H M R ) ,  D e l h i ,
P r o f .  D i p e n d r a  N a t h  D a s ,  R e c t o r - I I ,  J a w a h a r l a l  N e h r u
U n i v e r s i t y  ( J N U ) ,  D e l h i  
P r o f .  P r e m  P . T a l w a r ,  I A P P D

C a p a c i t y  B u i l d i n g  S e s s i o n s :  

W o r k s h o p  :  G e o s p a t i a l  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  P o p u l a t i o n  &
H e a l t h  D a t a ’  b y  D r .  R a k e s h  A r y a ,  C S R D ,  J N U ,  N e w  D e l h i  
P o s t e r  P r e s e n t a t i o n  :  T o t a l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  -  3 0

O r g a n i s e d  a t :  
P o p u l a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  C e n t r e ,  I n s t i t u t e  o f  E c o n o m i c  G r o w t h ,
D e l h i
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A SUMMARY OF 
WORLD POPULATION DAY EVENTS, 2022-26

2023
Theme : Unleashing the power of gender equality: Uplifting the
voices of women and girls
P l e n a r y  s e s s i o n s :

M i n i s t r y  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  F a m i l y  W e l f a r e ,  G o I
U N F P A
P o p u l a t i o n  C o u n c i l  I n d i a

O r g a n i s e d  a t :  
P o p u l a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  C e n t r e ,  I n s t i t u t e  o f  E c o n o m i c  G r o w t h ,
D e l h i

2024
Theme : Leave no one behind, count everyone
K e y n o t e  S p e a k e r :  

M s .  L o r n a  M .  R o l l s ,  U N F P A ,  I n d i a

O r g a n i s e d  a t :  
P o p u l a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  C e n t r e ,  I n s t i t u t e  o f  E c o n o m i c  G r o w t h ,
D e l h i
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A SUMMARY OF 
DISTINGUISHED LECTURE SERIES, 2022-26

2022
Lectures: 6

2023
Lectures: 9

2024
Lectures: 12

2025
Lectures: 12

2026
Lectures: 12

Speakers: Dr. Gouranga Dasvarma, Dr. Aravinda Meera Guntupalli, Dr. Ties
Boerma, Prof. Tarani Chandola, Prof. Anita Raj, Prof. Parveen Nangia

Speakers: Dr. Gunjeet Kaur, Dr. Ramesh B. M., Prof. Prabhat Jha, Dr. Li Liu, 
Dr. Manoj Murhekar, Prof. Lisa Strohschein, Dr. John Stover, Prof. Shiva S. Halli

Speakers: Dr. E. L. Sunethra J. Perera, Prof. Aris Ananta, Dr. Sushrima Gan, 
Dr. Nadia Flexner, Prof. Udoy Saikia, Prof. Mala Rao

Speakers: Dr. Raman Mishra, Bidhu Bhusan Mahapatra, Sanjana Arora, Dr.
Akansha Singh, Dr. Sumit Mazumdar, Dr. Joe Thomas, Varsha Srivatsan, Dr.
Soumya Alva, Emily Stammor, Dr. Shekhar Chauhan, Prof. Jayadevan Sreedharan

Speakers: Prof. Tim Adair, Dr. Apoorva Jadhav, Dr. Moradhvaj Dhakad



2025
Vol. 54, Special Issue 2 (November 2025)
Vol. 54, Issue 2 (May–August 2025)
Special Issue: RASTA (2025)
Vol. 54, No. 1 (2025)

2024
Vol. 53, No. 2 (2024)
Vol. 53, Special Issue (December 2024)
Vol. 53, No. 1 (2024)

2023
Vol. 52, No. 2 (2023)
Vol. 52, No. 1 (January–June 2023)

2022
Vol. 51, No. 2 (December 2022)
Vol. 51, Issue 1 (June 2022)

DEMOGRAPHY INDIA 
A JOURNAL OF THE IASP 

Issues : 2022 - 2025

\

Chief Editor: 
Dr. A. K. Sharma

Associate Chief Editors: 
Dr. Jalandhar Pradhan; Dr. Irfan Khan; Dr. Ashish Mishra

Managing Editors: 
Dr. Rajesh Kumar Chauhan; Dr. Gudakesh

Associate Managing Editors: 
Dr. Priyanka Yadav; 
Dr. Vandana Sharma; Dr. Ankita Shukla; 
Dr.Moradhvaj Dhakad; Dr. Ankit Sikarwar; Dr. Shekhar Chauhan

Editorial Team (2026)



REFCLECTIONS IN FOCUS
Expanded accounts of key IASP initiatives during the 2022–2026 term



The Annual Conference is the flagship gathering of the Indian Association for the Study of
Population, the occasion on which the country's demographers, public health researchers,
policymakers, and young scholars convene each year to take stock of India's population and
development landscape. Between 2022 and 2026, across the 43rd to the 46th editions, the
Conference travelled the length and breadth of the country, carrying its scientific dialogue from
Rajasthan to Odisha, from the national capital to Bengal, and engaging a steadily widening
community of participants along the way.

Each Conference is organised around a unifying theme that captures a pressing question of the
moment. In 2022, as India marked seventy-five years of independence, the 43rd Annual
Conference at Mohanlal Sukhadia University, Udaipur (1–3 December 2022) took up "India
@75: Population, Nutrition, Health and Development -Experiences and Challenges." A year
later, the 44th Annual Conference at the National Institute of Technology, Rourkela, Odisha (8–
10 November 2023) turned to the future with "1.4 Billion Aspirations, One Sustainable Future:
Unfolding India's Path to Development." The 45th Annual Conference, hosted by the Centre for
the Study of Regional Development, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi (12–14 December 2024),
foregrounded equity through "Leaving No One Behind: Navigating Population Dynamics and
Sustainable Development in India." Most recently, the 46th Annual Conference at the
Anthropological Survey of India, Kolkata (27–29 November 2025) explored "People, Planet,
Prosperity: Demographic Drivers of India's Inclusive Growth."

A constant thread across these years has been the Association's strong institutional
partnerships. The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) delivered the keynote address at
three of the four conferences -through Ms. Andrea Wojnar in 2022, 2024, and 2025 -  while Mr.
Sriram Haridass delivered the keynote in 2023. The intellectual high point of each Conference,
the George Simmons Memorial Oration, brought distinguished voices to the podium through
the years.

The Conferences have also grown in scholarly ambition. Alongside the technical and poster
sessions that form the heart of the programme, recent editions have introduced pre-
conference capacity-building workshops designed to equip young researchers with practical
skills. Each Conference has further served as the stage for IASP's structured academic awards -
the Prof. K. B. Pathak, Prof. K. Srinivasan, Prof. Chandrasekharan, Prof. Sudesh Nangia, Prof.
P.P. Talwar, and Prof. S. N. Singh awards among them - and for the felicitation of senior
demographers whose lifelong contributions have shaped the discipline in India.

Taken together, the four conferences of 2022–2026 reflect both continuity and momentum: a
consistent commitment to rigorous, policy-relevant population science, and a visible expansion
in geographic reach, participation, and scholarly offering. As the Association looks ahead, the
Annual Conference remains its most enduring tradition — a national forum where evidence
meets dialogue, and where successive generations of population scientists find their place in a
shared intellectual community.

IASP ANNUAL CONFERENCES , 2022-2026
FOUR YEARS, FOUR CITIES, ONE CONTINUING CONVERSATION



The 43rd Annual Conference of the Indian Association for the Study of Population was held
over three days at Mohanlal Sukhadia University in Udaipur, convening academicians,
researchers, students, policymakers, and development practitioners from across the country.
Held in the year India marked seventy-five years of independence, the Conference took India
@75 as its organising lens - inviting the population science community to reflect on the
experiences, gains, and unfinished challenges of the nation's demographic journey.

The scientific programme was built around twelve sub-themes spanning the full breadth of the
discipline , from fertility, nuptiality, and family demography to mortality and longevity,
population ageing, migration and urbanisation, public health and nutrition, environmental
change, data quality, and the demographic aftermath of COVID-19. The response from the
research community was substantial: of 390 abstracts received and reviewed through the
Association's online submission system, 133 were accepted for oral presentation and 87 for
poster presentation, delivered across 20 technical sessions and three poster sessions over the
course of the Conference.

The intellectual centrepiece of the Conference was the George Simmons Memorial Oration,
delivered on Day 1 by Dr. K. S. James, Director and Senior Professor of the International
Institute for Population Sciences (IIPS), Mumbai, who spoke on "The Demography of Families in
India: An Exploration." The programme further featured five plenary sessions addressing
themes of pressing national relevance - the findings of NFHS-5; maternal and neonatal health
exemplars from India; perspectives on tribal healthcare; nutrition policy; and gender-
transformative programming with adolescents. In keeping with the year's significance, a special
session commemorating the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav was also convened.

The Conference marked the introduction of a new initiative - IASP's first Essay Competition,
designed to draw graduate students, post-graduate students, and early-career research
scholars from across the social sciences into the Association's academic life, with winners
recognised through a cash prize and certificate. The Prof. Chandrasekharan Award session,
recognising the best single-author paper by a young scholar on the conference theme, was
held on the second day.

The Conference also offered the Association an occasion to honour its senior scholars. Through
a formal felicitation ceremony, IASP recognised the enduring contributions of Dr. C. M. Pandey,
Dr. A. K. Sharma, Dr. Mallika Mestry, Dr. R. K. Sinha, and Dr. P. M. Nair to population research in
India.
Across its inaugural, technical, plenary, poster, and valedictory sessions, the 43rd Annual
Conference reaffirmed IASP's role as a national forum where rigorous demographic research
meets policy dialogue , and set the tone for the Association's renewed momentum in the years
that followed.
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398
Abstracts
received

94
Oral

Presentations

65 
Poster

Presentations

20
Technical
Sessions

6
Plenary
Sessions

~300
Delegates
attending

Chief Guest
Dr. C.R. Dewasi
Registrar, MLSU Udaipur

Presidential Address
Prof. Suresh Sharma
President, IASP

Keynote Address
Ms. Andrea Wojnar
Country Representative - India, UNFPA

PROF. K.S.
JAMES
Director, International
Institute for Population
Sciences (IIPS), Mumbai

"The Demography of
Families in India : An
Exploration"

Key Findings from NFHS-5
IIPS, Mumbai 
Presenters : Prof. Chander Shekhar, Prof. L.K.
Dwivedi, Dr. Sarang Pedgaonkar, and 
Prof. H. Lhungdim 
Chair: Ms. Andrea Wojnar (UNFPA)

Maternal and Neonatal Mortality Transition :
MNH Exemplar Study
IIPS, Mumbai | NHSRC | IHAT
Lead: Prof. Usha Ram 
Chair: Maj. Gen. (Prof.) Atul Kotwal, NHSRC

Perspectives on Tribal Healthcare in India
Swasti
Panel: Piramal Swasthya, PATH, Jhpiego, KHPT
Chair: Dr. Subrato Mondal (USAID)

Nutrition Policy in India
Institute of Economic Growth
Speakers: Dr. William Joe (IEG), and Dr. Preeti
Khanna  (UNICEF)

Ageing Societies and the Elderly in India
UNFPA
Speaker: Dr. Sanjay Kumar

Gender Transformative Programming with
Adolescents
ICRW
Speakers: Dr. Hemlata Verma, S. Kedia, A.
Vyas, R. Soni, U. Choudhary (GEMS
Programme)

 Special Session - Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
Migration and Family Planning in India 

      (Dr. Niranjan Saggurti, Population Council)
Trends in Sex Ratio at birth 

       (Dr. Sanjay Kumar, UNFPA)

Prof. K.B. Pathak Award
Mr. W.B. Meitei

Prof. K Srinivasan Award
Dr. Balhasan Ali, and Dr. Preeti Dhillon
Technical
Dr. Anshita Sharma
Substantive

Prof. Chadrasekharan Award
Ms. Aditi B. Prasad

Prof. S.N. Singh Award
1st Session- Veena Vinod P
2  Session - Binayak Kandapannd

3  Session - Trupti Meherrd

Prof. Sudesh Nangia Essay
Competition Award*
1st Position - Archana Satheesh
2  Position - Puja Kumawatnd

3  Position - Krishna Kumarrd

*Introduced for the first time at the conference

Honored for enduring contributions to population research in India

Prof. C.M. Pandey Prof. A.K. Sharma Prof. R.K. Sinha Dr. Malika Mistry Prof. P.
Mohanchandran Nair
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The 44th Annual Conference of the Indian Association for the Study of Population was hosted
at the National Institute of Technology, Rourkela, organised jointly with the Centre of Excellence
on Public Health Nutrition, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, NIT Rourkela. Held
under the theme "1.4 Billion Aspirations, One Sustainable Future: Unfolding India's Path to
Development," the three-day gathering drew more than 350 participants from over 40
universities, research institutions, and organisations across the country. 
The inaugural session featured a keynote address by Mr. Sriram Haridass, Deputy
Representative, UNFPA India, a special address by Mr. William Hanlon Jr of UNICEF Odisha, and
an address by the Chief Guest, Padma Shri (Prof.) Digambar Behera of PGIMER, Chandigarh,
who spoke on the links between nutrition, public health, and India's goal of eliminating
tuberculosis.
The scientific programme spanned 15 technical sessions and two poster sessions, with 85 oral
and 50 poster presentations covering the full breadth of the discipline - population dynamics
and demographic transition, mortality and morbidity, fertility and family planning, ageing,
migration, reproductive and sexual health, public health and nutrition, and demographic data
and methods. Two plenary sessions anchored the deliberations: the first, chaired by Mr. Sourav
Bhattacharjee of UNICEF, examined data gaps and methodological challenges in addressing
public health nutrition in the context of the Sustainable Development Goals; the second,
chaired by Prof. F. Ram, brought together development partners and frontline workers to
discuss innovations in Maternal, Newborn and Child Health.

A defining feature of the 2023 Conference was its strong gender thread. Prof. Sudesh Nangia -
former Professor at CSRD, JNU, and former President of the IASP -delivered the George
Simmons Memorial Oration on "Gender Equality and Women's Empowerment in India: Status
and Challenges," becoming the first woman in the Association's history to deliver this
prestigious oration. The pre-conference workshop, "Understanding Data Through a Gender
Lens," organised by the Centre for Demography of Gender at IIPS Mumbai, trained young
scholars in reading population data through a gender perspective. Notably, women
outnumbered men among the presenters, and all three finalists for the Prof. Chandrasekharan
Award were women.

The Conference also recognised scholarly excellence across its established award categories. In
keeping with tradition, four senior demographers - Dr. Pradeep Mishra, Dr. Alok Ranjan
Chaurasia, Dr. R. J. Yadav, and Dr. Santosh Jain Passi - were felicitated for their enduring
contributions to the field. The 44th Annual Conference carried forward the IASP's tradition of
rigorous, inclusive, and policy-relevant population science, while marking a memorable
milestone in the Association's journey toward gender-equitable scholarship.
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273
Abstracts
received

85
Oral

Presentations

50 
Poster

Presentations

15
Technical
Sessions

2
Plenary
Sessions

~350
Delegates
attending

Chief Guest
Padam Shri (Prof.) Digambar Behera
Former Dean (Research) and Head,
Pulmonary Medicine, PGIMER,
Chandigarh

Guest of Honor
Mr. William Hanlon Jr
Chief of Field Office, UNICEF, Odisha

Presidential Address
Prof. Suresh Sharma
President, IASP

Keynote Address
Mr. Sriram Haridass
Deputy Representative - UNFPA, India

Convener
Prof. Jalndhar Pradhan
NIT, Rourkela

PROF. SUDESH
NANGIA
Former Professor, CSRD, JNU &
Former President, IASP

"Gender Equality and
Women's Empowerment in
India: Status and
Challenges"

 Undertsanding Data through a
Gender   
 Lens

 Organised by: 
 Centre for Demography of Gender, IIPS,
Mumbai

Honored for enduring contributions to population research in India

Dr. Pradeep Mishra Dr. Alok Ranjan Chaurasia Dr. R.J. Yadav Dr. Santosh Jain Passi
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Data Gaps & Methodological
Challenges in Public Health Nutrition
(SDG Context)
Moderator: Prof. Jalndhar Pradhan 
Discussants : Prof. Sanghamitra Acharya
(JNU), Dr. Santosh Jain Passi, Dr. Aalok
Ranjan Chaurasia (Shyam Institute), Dr.
Rajib Acharya (Population Council) 
Chair: Mr. Sourav Bhattacharjee (UNICEF)

Innovations in Maternal Newborn
Child Health (MNCH)
Moderator: Prof. Sanghamitra Acharya
Speakers : Mr. Vaibhao Ambhore (USAID -
Saksham/PATH), Dr. Ashok Padhi
(Jhpiego), Ms. Nirmala Mishra (Piramal
Swasthya), NHM Odisha and Frontline
workers 
Chair: Prof F. Ram

Prof. K.B. Pathak Award
Shobhit Srivastava, T. Muhammad,
Ronak Paul, & K.A. Khan

Prof. K Srinivasan Award
U.S. Mishra, S.K. Mohanty, & U. Sahoo
Technical
A. Banerjee. A. Gupta, & A.K.
Chattopadhyay
Substantive

Prof. Chadrasekharan Award
Ms. Abna A.

Prof. S.N. Singh Award
Session 1 - Ms. Harleen Kaur Gulati
Session 2 - Mr. Pawan Kumar Yadav

Prof. Sudesh Nangia Essay
Competition Award
1st Position - Ms. Saumya Chauhan
2  Position - Ms. Devikrishna N.B.nd

3  Position -  Ms. Varsha Ranird

-  GEORGE SIMMONS   
     MEMORIAL ORATION
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The 45th Annual Conference of the Indian Association for the Study of Population was hosted
at the Centre for the Study of Regional Development (CSRD), Jawaharlal Nehru University, New
Delhi, during the Centre's golden jubilee year. Held under the theme "Leaving No One Behind:
Navigating Population Dynamics and Sustainable Development in India," it was the largest
Annual Conference in the Association's history to date - drawing more than 500 attendees and
a record 483 abstracts, of which 323 were accepted for presentation (170 oral and 153 poster,
the highest such numbers IASP has seen) across 22 parallel technical sessions and two poster
sessions*. The inaugural session was led by the JNU Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Santishree Dhulipudi
Pandit, with a presidential address by Prof. Suresh Sharma, a keynote by Ms. Andrea M. Wojnar
(Representative–India and Country Director–Bhutan, UNFPA), and a spotlight talk by Mr. Arjan
de Wagt of UNICEF India.

The scientific programme was anchored by six plenary sessions, each convened in partnership
with a leading institution and addressing a dimension of the "leave no one behind" agenda.
These spanned equity-centred monitoring of child-specific SDGs (UNICEF); evidence-based
programme implementation in Northeast India through the RASTA initiative (Population
Council); poverty, income inequality, and health insurance coverage (PSI); maternal health and
nutrition access for the most vulnerable (CINI and IIHMR); insights from Population Research
Centre research; and the holistic acceptance of family planning (ICRW). The George Simmons
Memorial Oration was delivered on the opening day by Major Gen. (Prof.) Atul Kotwal,
Executive Director of the National Health Systems Resource Centre.

The 2024 conference was notable for the introduction of two new honours. The Prof. P. P.
Talwar Award for Women in Technical Demography — endowed by Prof. P. P. Talwar — made
its debut, inviting unpublished technical papers from women demographers under 40, with five
shortlisted papers presented at the conference. Alongside it, the Prof. Sudesh Nangia Essay
Award was formally endowed with a ₹5 lakh contribution, enabling three prizes for young
scholars. The conference also featured a pre-conference workshop on "Geospatial Presentation
of Population and Health Data"

In keeping with tradition, five senior demographers - Prof. D. C. Nath, Prof. Sulabha
Parasuraman, Prof. R. B. Bhagat, Prof. N. S. Bist, and Dr. K. V. R. Subramaniam - were felicitated
for their enduring contributions to the discipline. The conference was supported by an
extensive network of partners, including UNFPA, UNICEF, the Population Council, USAID, PSI,
CINI, IIHMR, ICRW, ICSSR, and IndianOil. Organised under a committee chaired by Prof. Suresh
Sharma, with Dr. Bhaswati Das (CSRD, JNU) as Convener, the 45th Annual Conference marked a
milestone in the Association's journey - the first IASP conference of this scale, setting new
records for participation and scholarly output, while reaffirming the IASP's commitment to
inclusive, rigorous, and policy-relevant population science and to the recognition of women
scholars in the field.
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MAJOR GEN. (PROF.)
ATUL KOTWAL
Executive Director, NHSRC

"Strategic responses to foster equity and
sustainability in healthcare"

 Geospatial Representation of Population 
 and Health Data

 Organised by: 
 CSRD, JNU, Delhi

Prof. K.B. Pathak Award
Madhurima Sharma

Prof. K Srinivasan Award
Nazmina Hussain and Labananda
Choudhury
Technical
Arup Kumar Das and Akhilesh Yadav
Nawaj Sharif and Archana K. Roy
Substantive

Prof. Chadrasekharan Award
****

Prof. S.N. Singh Award
Session 1 - ****
Session 2 - ****

Prof. Sudesh Nangia Essay
Competition Award
1st Position - Shraddha Chaurasiya
2  Position - Surabhi Singhnd

3  Position -  Preety Sharmard

Prof. PP Talwar Award for 'Women
in Technical Demography'*
1st Position - Vandana Sharma
2  Position -  Preety Sharmand

*: introduced for the first time at the conference 

Honored for enduring contributions to population research in India

Prof. D.C. Nath Prof. Sulabha Parasuraman Prof. RB Bhagat Prof. NS Bist Dr. KVR Subramaniam
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-  GEORGE SIMMONS   
     MEMORIAL ORATION

Bridging Gaps: Equity-Centred Monitoring
of Child-Specific SDGs
UNICEF 
Speakers G.N.P. Salamanca, J.P.  Azevedo,
Maaike Bjiker, Dr. Soumen Baagchi
Panel: Dr. Pankaj Srivastava, Prof.
Purushottam M. Kulkarni, Dr. Ziaul Haque, Dr.
Renu Singh
Chair: Christopher Garroway (UN India)

RASTA : Ecidence-Based Programme
Implementation in Northeast India
Population Council Conculting
Speakers: Dr. Siddharth Maurya (NHSRC), Dr.
Punit Mishra (Population Council, India), Dr.
Zorinsangi (NHM , Mizoram) 
Chair : Prof. F. Ram
Co-Chair : Dr. Subrato Mondal (USAID)

Poverty, Income-Inequality & Health :
Insurance Coverage & OOPE
Population Services International (PSI IPL)
Panel: Ravi Subbiah, Kali Prasad Roy, Anshul
Khurana, Deepak Kumar
Chair: Dr. Subrato Mondal (USAID)

Increasing Accessibility to Maternal Health
& Nutrition Services for the Most
Vulnerable Pockets
CINI & IIHMR Delhi
Speakers: Dr. Sutapa Bandopadhyay
Neogi(IIHMR), Dr Zoya Ali Rizvi (MoHFW),
Surabhi Chaturvedi (BMGF), Dr. Aboli Gore
(John Hopkins India Centre), Dr. Shaymali
Rudra Basu (GoWB), Mr. Meghendra Banerjee
(CINI)

Sustainable Development and Health:
Insights from PRC Research
Population Research Centres, MoHFW, GoI
Speaker: Dr. William Joe, Dr. Rajesh Aggarwal,
Dr. Kavitha N. Dr. Sagar Rajput

Leave No One Behind: Enhancing Holistic
Acceptance of Family Planning
ICRW
Speakers: Falak Raza, Abhishek Gautam, Nitin
Datta, Priyanka Banerjee

483*
Abstracts
received

170*
Oral

Presentations

153*
Poster

Presentations

22
Technical
Sessions

6
Plenary
Sessions

~450
Delegates
attending

Inaugural Address
Prof. Santishree Dhulipudi Pandit
Vice Chancellor, JNU

Presidential Address
Prof. Suresh Sharma
President, IASP

Keynote Address
Ms. Andrea M. Wojnar
Representative - India & Country
Director - Bhutan, UNFPA

Spotlight Talk
Mr. Arjan de Wagt
Deputy Representative - UNFPA, India

Convener
Dr. Bhaswati Dass
CSRD, JNU
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The 46th Annual Conference of the Indian Association for the Study of Population was hosted
at the Anthropological Survey of India (AnSI), Kolkata, in collaboration with the National Atlas
and Thematic Mapping Organisation (NATMO). Held under the theme "People, Planet,
Prosperity: Demographic Drivers of India's Inclusive Growth," the conference drew 391
abstracts, of which 262 were accepted for presentation (121 oral and 141 poster) across 15
parallel technical sessions, five plenary sessions, and two poster sessions over three days. The
choice of host institutions gave the 2025 conference a distinctive interdisciplinary character,
bringing demography into close conversation with anthropology and geospatial science.

A highlight of the opening day was a special felicitation of the International Union for the
Scientific Study of Population (IUSSP) on its receipt of the 2025 UN Population Award
(Institutional Category) - recognised for promoting population research and collaboration
among demographers worldwide - with the felicitation extended by the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA). The George Simmons Memorial Oration was delivered by Dr.
Niranjan Saggurti, India Country Director of the Population Council. The plenary and panel
programme reflected the conference's interdisciplinary theme, featuring sessions led by the
Population Foundation of India and Population Council Consulting (on adolescents in
transition), alongside panel discussions convened by NATMO on building a demography–
geography ecosystem for local decision-making and on the geo-spatial vulnerabilities of
persons with disability, and by AnSI on population, environment, and culture.

The conference recognised scholarly excellence across its established awards. In keeping with
tradition, five senior demographers were felicitated in the Awards-cum-Felicitation Ceremony
on the opening day: Prof. K.K. Singh, Dr. Reena Basu, Dr. Bashir Ahmad Bhat, and Dr. Jayanta
Kumar Basu. 

A dedicated pre-conference workshop, "POP MAP 25 — A Workshop on Mapping and Analysing
Population Data," was organised on 26 November 2025 with the Department of Geography,
Amity University Kolkata, and drew around 100 participants , fittingly extending the
conference's geospatial theme into hands-on capacity building. 

The 46th Annual Conference carried forward the IASP's tradition of rigorous, interdisciplinary,
and policy-relevant population science, while its felicitation of the IUSSP placed Indian
demography within a moment of global recognition for the discipline.
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Conference

Theme
People, Planet, Prosperity: Demographic Drivers
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Dates Venue Location
27-29 November, 2025 Anthropological Survey of India (AnSI) Kolkata, West Bengal
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391
Abstracts
received

121
Oral

Presentations

141
Poster

Presentations

15
Technical
Sessions

5
Plenary
Sessions

~300
Delegates
attending

Co-host Institutions
NATMO, Department of Science &
Technology, Govt. of India, and
Anthropological Survey of India,
Kolkata

Keynote Address
Ms. Andrea M. Wojnar
Representative - India & Country
Director - Bhutan, UNFPA

Presidential Address
Prof. Suresh Sharma
President, IASP

Special Felicitation
IUSSP
Honored on receipt of the UN Population
Award 2025 (Institutional Category)

Convener
Dr. Binod Singh, Director, NATMO
Prof. B. V. Sharma, AnSI, Kolkata

DR. NIRANJAN
SAGGURTI
Director, Population Council India

"India’s fertility scenario
and the centrality of
contraceptive access and
agency."
 

India's Demographic Trajectory
Population Foundation of India (PFI)

Building a Demography–Geography
Ecosystem for Local-Level
Decision-Making
National Atlas &amp; Thematic Mapping
Organisation (NATMO)

Geo-Spatial Vulnerabilities of Persons
with Disabilities in India – Breaking the
Barriers
National Atlas &amp; Thematic Mapping
Organisation (NATMO)

Adolescents in Transition – Integrating
Nutrition, Mental Well-
being, and Social Contexts for Holistic
Health
PopulationCouncil Consulting

Population, Environment and Culture:
Interdisciplinary
Approaches from Ongoing Projects
Anthropological Survey of India

Use of GIS in Population Data
 Organised by: 
 Department of Geography, Amity
University, Kolkata

Prof. K.B. Pathak Award
Dr. Jalandhar Pradhan

Prof. K Srinivasan Award
Suryakant Yadav and Nilesh Jagannath
Yadav
Suman Pal and Vinod Kumar
Technical
Kamaldeep Kaur Sarna, Maryam Hosseini,
Gouranga Dasvarma
Uday Saikia, Hajieh-bibi Razeghi-
Nasrabadi
Substantive

Prof. Chadrasekharan Award
*******

Prof. S.N. Singh Award
Session 1 - Abinash Jena
Session 2 - ****

Prof. Sudesh Nangia Essay
Competition Award
1st Position - Anjum Khatoon
2  Position - Vandita Ranjannd

3  Position -  Anaswara B.G.rd

Prof. PP Talwar Award for
'Women in Technical
Demography'
1st Position - ****
2  Position -  ****nd

Honored for enduring contributions to population research in India

Prof. K. K. Singh Dr. Reena Basu Dr. Jayanta Kumar
Basu

Dr. Bashir Ahmad
 Bhat

Dr. Prasanta 
Pathak
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The Regional Conferences of the Indian Association for the Study of Population have been a
vital part of the Association’s academic outreach during the 2022–2026 term. While the Annual
Conference continues to serve as IASP’s flagship national platform, the Regional Conferences
have helped decentralise scholarly engagement by taking population and development
debates closer to universities, research centres, students, early-career scholars, and regional
policy communities across India.

During this term, IASP strengthened its regional presence through a series of conferences
across the North, Northeast, East, South, and West. Together, these conferences reflect IASP’s
commitment to building a genuinely national academic network. By convening meetings
outside the traditional metropolitan centres, the Association created opportunities for
regionally grounded research to enter wider demographic conversations. These platforms
enabled scholars to examine population change not only as a national phenomenon, but also
through the distinctive social, cultural, ecological, and institutional contexts of different
regions.
The regional conferences have been especially important for young researchers. They provided
accessible spaces for students and early-career scholars to present work, receive feedback,
interact with senior demographers, and engage with contemporary methods and policy
questions in population studies. In doing so, they contributed to IASP’s broader mandate of
nurturing the next generation of population scientists and strengthening capacity beyond a
few established institutions.

A defining strength of these conferences has been their ability to connect local evidence with
national policy concerns. Questions of fertility transition, migration, ageing, public health,
nutrition, gender, climate vulnerability, tribal populations, urbanisation, data systems, and
regional inequality take different forms across India’s diverse geography. The Regional
Conferences allowed such issues to be discussed with greater contextual depth, while still
linking them to the larger demographic and development trajectory of the country.

Revival of

Taking Population Science Closer to Regional Research Ecosystems



IASP Regional Conferences - North
i. Northern Regional Conference, 2023
Theme: Demographic Dividend and Inclusive Growth in North India
Dates: Sep 29-20, 2022
Venue: Population Research Centre, University of Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir
IASP Member Secretary / Coordinator: Dr. Rajesh Kumar Chauhan, Northern Regional Coordinator, IASP



IASP Regional Conferences - North
II. Northern Regional Conference, 2025
Theme: Demographic Dividend and Inclusive Growth in North India
Dates: 20–21 March 2025
Venue: Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, National Institute of Technology Hamirpur,
Himachal Pradesh
IASP Member Secretary / Coordinator: Dr. Rajesh Kumar Chauhan, Northern Regional Coordinator, IASP
Plenary session: Health and Development - with speakers from Himachal Pradesh University, Indira
Gandhi Medical College & Hospital, Dr. Rajendra Prasad Government Medical College & Hospital, and NIT
Hamirpur.
Presentations: 25 oral presentations across four technical sessions



IASP Regional Conferences - Northeast

III. North-eastern Regional Conference, 2023
Theme: Population, Development and Health in North-Eastern India: Challenges Ahead
Dates: 18–19 May 2023
Venue: Bodoland University, Kokrajhar, Assam
IASP Member Secretary / Coordinator: Dr. Ajay Kumar Singh, Joint Secretary and Coordinator, North-
Eastern Regional Conference, IASP
Plenary / thematic focus: The conference focused on population, health and development concerns specific
to the North-Eastern states, with emphasis on data gaps, regional health challenges, and policy-relevant
demographic research.



IASP Regional Conferences - Northeast

IV. Northeast Regional Conference, 2025
Theme: Demography, Health and Development: Insights from Northeast India
Dates: 29–30 May 2025
Venue: Shri Ramasamy Memorial University, Sikkim
IASP Member Secretary / Coordinator: Dr. Ajay K. Singh, Joint Secretary and Regional Coordinator, IASP
Plenary session: The plenary focused on population health and health-system challenges in the Northeast
and comparable settings, with contributions linked to ICRW, Sikkim State AIDS Control Society, Vilnius
University, North South University, and the University of Queensland. Key discussion themes included health
care for populations with special needs, health-system challenges in border and fragile settings, and migrant
population health.
Presentations: 49 oral presentations across technical sessions.



IASP Regional Conferences - Northeast

ISBN : 978-81-932517-8-2



IASP Regional Conferences - West

V. Western Regional Conference, 2024
Theme: Population Dynamics and Sustainable Development: Insights from Western India
Dates: 30–31 May 2024
Venue: Population Research Centre, Department of Statistics, Faculty of Science, The Maharaja Sayajirao
University of Baroda, Vadodara, Gujarat
IASP Member Secretary / Coordinator: Dr. Archana Muthye, Western Regional Coordinator, IASP
Plenary sessions:

1.Population Dynamics: Insights from Western India — with Prof. Faujdar Ram, Prof. Ravi Verma,
and Dr. Sanjay Kumar.

2.Sustainable Development: Insights from Western India — with speakers from IIHMR, JNU, and the
Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Government of Uttar Pradesh.

3.Public Health System: Challenges and Opportunities in Western India — PRC session with
speakers from PRC Sagar, PRC Pune, PRC Udaipur, and PRC Baroda.



IASP Regional Conferences - West

VI. Western Regional Conference, 2026
Theme: Demographic Transition in Western India
Dates: 20–21 March 2026
Venue: Goa Business School, Goa University, Goa
IASP Member Secretary / Coordinator: Dr. Gudakesh, Regional Secretary-West, IASP
Plenary session: Goa’s Demographic Horizon: A Plenary Discussion — with speakers from Chowgule College,
Goa Business School, Census Goa, UNFPA, and IIPS.
Presentations: 62 oral presentations across twelve technical sessions, including sessions on fertility and
family planning, marriage and family, reproductive health, population ageing, public health, disease burden,
youth and gender, nutrition, migration, urbanisation, domestic violence, child mortality, and a PRC special
session. 



IASP Regional Conferences - West

ISBN : 978-81-932517-9-9



IASP Regional Conferences - South
VII. Southern Regional Conference, 2024
Theme: Demography of South India: Prospects and Challenges
Dates: 16–17 February 2024
Venue: Department of Population Studies, Annamalai
University, Tamil Nadu
IASP Member Secretary / Coordinator: Dr. Anil Chandran S,
Coordinator, South Chapter of IASP
Plenary / panel sessions:

1.Demographic Transition in South India: Ensuing
Challenges — with speakers from Population Council of
India, UNICEF Tamil Nadu & Kerala, and research
institutions.

2.Health and Demographic Dynamics in the South:
Research in PRCs — with participation from PRC
Bangalore, PRC Dharwad, PRC Kerala, and PRC
Visakhapatnam.

3.Demographic Achievements and Challenges in South
India — with speakers from RUWSEC, Acharya Nagarjuna
University, PRC Gandhigram, and other regional
institutions.

4.Presentations: 49 oral presentations across technical
sessions; 25 poster presentations across two poster
sessions.



IASP Regional Conferences - South
VIII. Southern Regional Conference, 2026
Theme: Demographic Transition in Southern India
Dates: 24–25 June 2026
Venue: Institute for Social and Economic Change, Bangalore, Karnataka
IASP Member Secretary / Coordinator: Prof. Usha Ram, Regional Secretary-South, IASP



IASP Regional Conferences - South
VIII. Southern Regional Conference, 2026
Theme: Demographic Transition in Southern India
Dates: 24–25 June 2026
Venue: Institute for Social and Economic Change, Bangalore, Karnataka
IASP Member Secretary / Coordinator: Prof. Usha Ram, Regional Secretary-South, IASP



IASP Regional Confernces - East

IX. Eastern Regional Conference, 2024
Theme: Population, Health and Development: Perspectives
from Eastern India
Dates: 17–18 October 2024
Venue: Population Research Centre, Utkal University,
Bhubaneswar, Odisha
IASP Member Secretary / Coordinator: Dr. Emily Das,
Eastern Regional Coordinator, IASP
Plenary sessions:

1.Demographic Dynamics and State Interventions:
Rhetoric to Reality — sponsored by Nabakrushna
Choudhury Centre for Development Studies, with
speakers from UNFPA, JNU, IIPS, and NCDS.

2.Enabling Urban Family Planning with High Impact
Interventions in Eastern India: Evidence & Learnings
from The Challenge Initiative Program — sponsored
by Population Services International India, with
participation from PGIMER & Capital Hospital, NHM
Odisha, NUHM Odisha, and frontline workers.

3. Investing in Early Childhood Nutrition: The
Foundations for a Healthier Future — organised by
the Centre of Excellence on Public Health Nutrition, NIT
Rourkela, in collaboration with UNICEF.

4.Presentations: 27 oral presentations across five
technical sessions; 15 poster presentations.



IASP Regional Confernces - Key feature

Dedicated PRC Sessions in Regional Conferences
A distinctive feature of IASP’s Regional Conferences has been the inclusion of dedicated
Population Research Centre sessions. Population Research Centres are established units
of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India, and are spread across
18 States and Union Territories. Given their long-standing role in supporting programme
monitoring, demographic research, health systems analysis, and policy feedback, each
Regional Conference invites the corresponding regional PRCs to present evidence from
their states. These sessions bring programme experience and policy-relevant research into
the academic forum, strengthening the link between regional evidence, public health
practice, and population policy.



ANNUAL OBSERVANCE OF

WORLD POPULATION DAYWORLD POPULATION DAYWORLD POPULATION DAY
Advancing Dialogue	on	Population,	Equity	and	Development

World Population Day has remained an important annual platform through which the Indian
Association for the Study of Population brings together scholars, policymakers, programme
leaders, students, and development partners to reflect on contemporary population and
development priorities. Across the 2023–2026 term, IASP’s World Population Day observances
have provided a space for evidence-based dialogue on gender equality, inclusive data systems,
youth aspirations, reproductive choices, and the role of population science in shaping a fairer
and more sustainable future.

The 2023 observance engaged with the theme, “Unleashing the power of gender equality:
Uplifting the voices of women and girls.” The programme foregrounded gender as central to
demographic change, public health, and development policy. Plenary discussions brought
together representatives from the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, UNFPA, and
Population Council India, reflecting IASP’s continuing commitment to connecting academic
research with policy and programme institutions.
In 2024, the observance was organised around the theme, “Leave no one behind, count
everyone.” The discussion highlighted the importance of inclusive data, population
enumeration, and visibility in policy planning. With Ms. Lorna M. Rolls from UNFPA India as the
keynote speaker, the programme emphasised that robust population data are not merely
statistical instruments, but essential tools for equity, accountability, and targeted development
action.

The 2025 World Population Day observance expanded the platform further around the theme,
“Empowering young people to create the families they want in a fair and hopeful world.” The
event brought together senior policy voices, including Shri A. R. Nanda, Shri Pravin Srivastava,
Shri Kal Singh, Dr. Sutapa B. Neogi, Prof. Dipendra Nath Das, and Prof. Prem P. Talwar. A
capacity-building workshop on geospatial representation of population and health data,
conducted by Dr. Rakesh Arya, further strengthened the programme’s academic and
methodological component. The inclusion of a poster presentation session with 30
participants also reinforced IASP’s effort to create opportunities for young scholars to present
and engage with population research.

Taken together, the World Population Day observances during this term reflect IASP’s broader
institutional vision: to place population questions at the centre of public reasoning, policy
debate, and scholarly engagement. By aligning each year’s programme with the global WPD
theme while situating it within India’s demographic realities, IASP has used this platform to
advance conversations on gender justice, inclusive data, youth empowerment, reproductive
rights, and evidence-informed development.

The observances were organised at the Population Research Centre, Institute of Economic
Growth, Delhi, and continued to strengthen IASP’s role as a national forum where population
science meets public policy. As the Association moves through 2026, World Population Day
remains a key annual occasion for renewing its commitment to rigorous research, inclusive
dialogue, and socially responsive demographic scholarship.
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BUILDING A GLOBAL CONVERSATION ON POPULATION SCIENCE

DISTINGUISHED LECTURE SERIES | 2022-2026

Conceived under the Presidentship of Prof. Suresh Sharma (2022–
26), IASP's Distinguished Lecture Series has become one of the
most anticipated features of the Association's academic calendar
— a monthly forum where India's population science community
engages directly with leading researchers, policymakers, and
thinkers from across the world.

From six lectures in its first year to a sustained rhythm of
twelve annually, the Series has brought perspectives
spanning mortality surveillance, gender equity, adolescent
health, digital demography, infectious disease modelling, and
climate-linked population dynamics. Speakers have joined
from Australia, Canada, Sri Lanka, Singapore, Indonesia, the
United States, the United Kingdom, and India - reflecting
IASP's commitment to a genuinely global dialogue rooted in
local relevance.

Each lecture is open to IASP members, researchers, and
students - a deliberate choice to make world-class expertise
accessible to the next generation of demographers.

What follows is a record of all 34 lectures
delivered between 2022 and March 2026 - their
speakers, themes, and the moments that made
each one memorable.



DISTINGUISHED LECTURE SERIES | 2022
BUILDING A GLOBAL CONVERSATION ON POPULATION SCIENCE

Prof. Gauranga Dasvarma 
Flinders University, Adelaide, Australia

Dr. Aravinda Meera Guntupalli 
University of Aberdeen, Scotland, UK

June 28, 2022 August 22, 2022

Dr. Ties Boerma
University of Manitoba, Canada 
October 19, 2022

Prof. Tarani Chandola
University of Hong Kong 
November 4, 2022



DISTINGUISHED LECTURE SERIES | 2022
BUILDING A GLOBAL CONVERSATION ON POPULATION SCIENCE

Prof. Anita Raj 
UC San Diego, USA

Prof. Parveen Nangia
Laurentian University, Canada

November 15, 2022 December 23, 2022

DISTINGUISHED LECTURE SERIES | 2023

Dr. Agnhotram V. Ramanakumar
McGill University, Canada

Dr. Gunjeet Kaur 
IIHMR University, India

February 24, 2023 March 18, 2023



DISTINGUISHED LECTURE SERIES | 2023
BUILDING A GLOBAL CONVERSATION ON POPULATION SCIENCE

Dr. Ramesh B. M. 
St. John's Research Institute, India / Singapore
April 8, 2023

Dr. Li Liu 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, USA
May 4, 2023

Prof. Prabhat Jha 
University of Toronto, Canada

Dr. Manoj Murhekar 
ICMR-National Institute of Epidemiology, India

June 26, 2023 July 26, 2023



DISTINGUISHED LECTURE SERIES | 2023
BUILDING A GLOBAL CONVERSATION ON POPULATION SCIENCE

Prof. Lisa Strohschein 
University of Alberta, Canada

Dr. John Stover 
Avenir Health, USA

August 11, 2023 October 25, 2023

Dr. Shiva S. Halli
University of Manitoba, Canada
December 21, 2023



Dr. E. L. Sunethra J. Perera 
University of Colombo, Sri Lanka

Prof. Aris Ananta 
University of Indonesia

January 27, 2024 March 27, 2024

DISTINGUISHED LECTURE SERIES | 2024
BUILDING A GLOBAL CONVERSATION ON POPULATION SCIENCE

Dr. Sushrima Gan 
Stanford University, California, USA

April 13, 2024

Dr. Nadia Flexner
University of Toronto, Canada
May 20, 2024



Prof. Udoy Saikia 
Flinders University, Australia

Prof. Mala Rao
Imperial College, London

September 6, 2024 December 03, 2024

DISTINGUISHED LECTURE SERIES | 2024
BUILDING A GLOBAL CONVERSATION ON POPULATION SCIENCE

Dr. Raman Mishra
University College London, UK

Dr. Bidhu Bhusan Mahapatra
MEAL, Norwegian Refugee Council

January 30, 2025 February 27, 2025



DISTINGUISHED LECTURE SERIES | 2025
BUILDING A GLOBAL CONVERSATION ON POPULATION SCIENCE

Dr. Sanjana Arora
VID Specialized University, Norway
March 11, 2025 April 25, 2025

Dr. Akansha Singh
Durham University, UK

Dr. Sumit Mazumdar 
University of York, UK

Dr. Joe Thomas
Australian Institute of Community Health

May 14, 2025 July 28, 2025



DISTINGUISHED LECTURE SERIES | 2025
BUILDING A GLOBAL CONVERSATION ON POPULATION SCIENCE

Ms. Varsha Srivatsan
Centre of Global Health and Politics
August 29, 2025

Dr. Sounya Alava & Dr. Emily Stammer,
JSI Research and Training Institute,
Washington DC
September 25, 2025

Dr. Shekhar Chauhan
Florida State University, USA

Prof. Jayadevan Sreedharan
Gulf Medical University, UAE

October 24, 2025 December 23, 2025



Prof. Tim Adair 
University of Melbourne, Australia

Dr. Apoorva Jadhav
Carnegie South Asia Program

Dr. Moradhvaj Dhakad 
Max Planck Institute for Demographic
Research, Germany

January 28, 2026 April 28, 2026

May 16, 2026

DISTINGUISHED LECTURE SERIES | 2026
BUILDING A GLOBAL CONVERSATION ON POPULATION SCIENCE



DEMOGRAPHY INDIA DEMOGRAPHY INDIA 
A JOURNAL OF THE IASP 

Demography India, the official journal of the IASP, has continued its remarkable run as one
of the country's longest-standing population-science publications — in print for over five
decades and now an open-access, peer-reviewed journal published under the editorship of
Prof. Arun Kumar Sharma (IIT Kanpur, Ret.). Between 2023 and 2025, the journal entered a
particularly active and expansive phase, publishing ten issues carrying roughly 137 research
papers, notes, commentaries, and reviews — a body of work reflecting both the depth and
the widening reach of demographic scholarship in India.

The most significant structural change in this period came in 2025, when, in response to
demand from the demographic community, the journal increased its frequency from two to
three regular issues per year. This expansion is visible in the publishing record: from two
issues in 2023, the journal grew to three issues in 2024 and five in 2025 (including special
issues). Alongside its regular numbers, Demography India brought out three thematic special
issues during these years — a collection of papers from the 45th Annual Conference (Vol. 53,
Special Issue, December 2024), the RASTA special issue on health and nutrition among
vulnerable populations in collaboration with the Population Council (2025), and a special
issue on Demography, Health and Development in North-East India drawn from the
Northeastern Regional Conference (November 2025).

The journal also strengthened its editorial features during this period. A dedicated senior
demographer column was introduced, inviting eminent scholars — among them Prof. R. C.
Yadava, Dr. Ravi Verma, Prof. R. B. Bhagat, and Prof. Arni S. R. Srinivasa Rao — to contribute
reflective articles on issues of their choosing. Practical methodological notes (on logistic
regression and qualitative methods, for instance), invited papers, commentaries, and book
reviews now feature regularly alongside peer-reviewed research. The substantive range
across these issues has been wide, spanning fertility and mortality transitions, migration,
maternal and child health, ageing, gender and empowerment, nutrition, disability,
urbanisation, and the use of new data and analytical tools.

Taken together, the 2023–2025 record reflects a journal in a phase of confident growth —
publishing more frequently, drawing contributions from both early-career and senior
scholars across India and abroad, and serving as a vital, freely accessible platform for
evidence-based population research. With its expanded cadence and active special-issue
programme, Demography India enters its sixth decade well positioned to remain a
cornerstone of the discipline.

demographyindia.iasp.ac.in



DEMOGRAPHY INDIA DEMOGRAPHY INDIA 
A JOURNAL OF THE IASP 

137
Papers and

articles

10
Issues 

Published

3
Thematic Special

Issues

~ 1050
Submissions since

2023

~ 11%
Acceptance rate

Open Access
Freely Available

Peer-Reviewed
Double Blind

A.K. Sharma
Chief Editor (IIT-K, Ret.)

2023 2024 2025 2026 (As on June, 2026)

20

55
62

13

2 Issues
Vol. 52, No. 1
Vol. 52, No. 2

2 Issues
Vol. 53, No. 1
Vol. 53, No. 2

1 Special
Vol. 53, Special Issue

2 Issues
Vol. 54, No. 1
Vol. 54, No. 2
 2 Specials

Vol. 54, Special Issue (RASTA)
Vol. 54, Special Issue-2

Scholarly Issues per year (shown above each bar)

1 Issue
Vol. 55, No. 1

Research Papers by Year

45  Annual Conference Papersth

2024 : Vol. 53, Special Issue

-  3 Thematic Special Issues

Health and Nutrition of the Vulnerable Populations 
in collaboration with the Population Council

2025 : Vol. 53, Special Issue -1 (RASTA)

Demography, Health and Development in Northeast India
2025 : Vol. 53, Special Issue -2

Fertility & Family Planning  |  Mortality & Longevity  |  Migration  |  Maternal & Child Health  |  
Ageing  |    Gender  |  Nutrition  |  Disability  |  Urbanisation  |  Tribal Health  |  Demographic Data &
Methods  |  + Senior Demographer Column

-  Research Scope across these Issues

demographyindia.iasp.ac.in
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IN MEMORIAM
Remembering Lives of Scholarship and Service

IASP remembers with deep respect the senior demographers whose scholarship, mentorship,
and institutional service have enriched the field of population studies in India. Over the years, the
Association has come together to honour their memory through condolence meetings that
reflected not only the sadness of loss, but also the gratitude of a scholarly community shaped by
their contributions.

These meetings offered colleagues, students, and members of the Association an opportunity to
reflect on their academic journeys, their role in strengthening demographic research, and their
enduring influence on generations of population scientists. Through their work, guidance, and
commitment to the discipline, they helped build the intellectual foundations on which the field
continues to grow.

IASP places on record its heartfelt condolences to their families, colleagues, students, and
institutions. Their contributions remain part of the Association’s collective memory and continue
to inspire its commitment to rigorous, humane, and socially relevant population science.

Prof. Arvind 
Pandey

Dr. Pradeep 
Mishra

Dr. Rameshwar Prasad
Tyagi



“Members speak”‌
some testimonials about IASP’s work through the years 



“IASP IN THE NEWS”‌
media coverage of IASP activities 
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“PHOTO GALLERY”‌
a collection of some of the memborable captures through the years 



“THE TEAM”
behind the journey 



Indian Association for the
Study of Population
Population Research Centre, 
Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi
+91 98188 40955
iasp.india@gmail.com
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	The 46th Annual Conference of the Indian Association for the Study of Population was hosted at the Anthropological Survey of India (AnSI), Kolkata, in collaboration with the National Atlas and Thematic Mapping Organisation (NATMO). Held under the theme "People, Planet, Prosperity: Demographic Drivers of India's Inclusive Growth," the conference drew 391 abstracts, of which 262 were accepted for presentation (121 oral and 141 poster) across 15 parallel technical sessions, five plenary sessions, and two poster sessions over three days. The choice of host institutions gave the 2025 conference a distinctive interdisciplinary character, bringing demography into close conversation with anthropology and geospatial science.
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