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Introduction

THE popddion of Inda which wes 238 million & the begming of this catury, hes
inoeesed to 844 million by 1991 ad is now heedng towards a hillion. Successve
cenauses have revedad that the annud growth rate of population was bdow one per cat (and
negetive a times) until 1921. From 1921 onwards the groath rete gradudly increesed, mainly
due to contrd of gpidemics and famines which resuted in afdl in the deeth rae the growth rate
was digtly above 1 per cat utl 1951 Theaedte, thaks to the advances In medicd
tedndogy ad improvemat in living condtions the degth rate dedined futhe, and the
gowth reteincressad rgpidly. The growth rate has been around 2 per cent per annum snce 1951 It
touched its peek vaue of 22 duing 1961-71 and 1971-81 It hes dedined to 2.1 during 1981-91
aooarding to the provisond  populaion figures for 1991 Some demogrgphers condder this
dedine encouraging [see for example, Premi (1991:4), though dight.: Some athers think thet the
odire is neglighle and the growth rate continues to be vary  high; they even prodam thet the
family planning pr hes fded [se for exarple Bose (1991 7)). Thus it is not deer
whaixs the dight dedine that is withessed in the populaion gromh rate (from 1971-81 to
1981-91) represnts a dedining trend. This is examinad in this peper, usng canals dda on
growthraesa Saeand digrict levds

Data and M ethod

It is quite posshle thet the growth rates of some Sates may beinareesing whilethose of athers
decresdng , redudting in a near dationay gowth rae a the dl-India levd. Thadore itis
necssay to examine the trend of gowth rdes & the Sae levd. Smilaly, for a beter
undardanding of the Satelevd trend, itisdesirable to andyethetrend & the district level.
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1 This could happen if some States are in the early stages of demographic transition when growth ratesincressead
ome athers in the advanced dages when growth rates decresse In fadt, it gppears thet some Stes like Kerda and Tamil
Nadu are in an advanced stage of transition, while some others like Bihar and Uttar Pradesh are in an edydapFaa
dasdfication of the mgor Saes of India into four sages of trandtion, bessd on the trend in the populdion gronth rate
upto 1981, see Sikantan and Saxena (1981:5-16).



210 V.SBadai

Thus dda on gowth raes & Sate and didrid levds ae nesded for the sudy. They ae
obtained from the census and other publications[see Regisrar Genad (1991); Bose (1991)].

In dl, thare are 25 Sates with a population Sze (in 1991) ranging from 4 lekhs to 1388 lakhs
Snce the dhjedtive of the peper is anly to ass=ss the trend in the populaion growth rate of Indig,
it is enough if we sudy the diredtion of change that is teking pdace in the mgor Statesin regoect of
the growth rate Moreover, modt of the amdler Sates exnibit consdaradle fluctuaioninthar gronth
rates parhgps due to migraion. Tharefore it hes bean dedided to exdude from the sudy dl those
Saes with a popddion dze less then 5 million in 1991, and they ae Tripura, Manipur,
Meghdaya, Negdand, Goa, Arunachd Pradesh, Mizoram and Skkim. For the same resson, the
Union Tamtaries have d0 bean exdudad from the sudy. In Assam, Cangus wias not conducted
in 1981, and in Jammu and Kaghmir, the 1991 Canaus hes nat yet bean condudted. As the recant
growth rates cannat be abtained for these twio States, they are not congdered for the Sudy. Thus
the dataandysad aefor 15 mgor Siatesand thar didrids

As maitioned ealie, the popdaion gowth rde was low prior to 1921, modade
between 1921 and 1951 ad high from 1951 orwards It is only dter 1951 that srious effarts are
bang mede to contrd the growth of populaion and some Sates have dready Sucosaded inthet
dredion. As dear rands may be disoamible only dter 1951, it would be mesningful to cary out
Sae-wieandydssdf the growth ratesfrom 1951 onwards

Findings

Table 1 shows the parcentape decadd (interoansd) variation in population for Indiaand mgor
Sates baween 1961 and 1991, Decadd growth rates rather then anud growth rates are
conddered for the sudy as the fomer are reedily avaleble for the Sates as wdl as the digrids
This however, doesnat efect the presant Sudy, whichisessantidly atrend andyss

As naticed from Teble 1, the decadd growth rate of India increesad from 2151 per cant in
1951-61 to 2480 pe cat in 1961-71 and mantainad the same levd in 1971-81. It hes dedined
dightly to 2350 per oat in 1981 -91 Whether it is likdy to dedine futhe heredter isto be
examined.

The Sate-wise growth rates are found to rangefam 12 to 34,200 32,18 to B3 and 14 1028
regpectivdy for the sucoessive decades from 1951-61. The highest growth rete wias recorded by
Haryanain thefirg two decades and by Rajagthen in the next two decades Thelowest growth rate
was recorded by Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Keda respedtivdy for the
Suooessve decades from 1951-61.

Of the 15 mgor Saes Sx ataned ther highet levds of growth rate during 1961-71 and
anothe 9x dd 9 duing 1971 -81. Two dates viz, Hayanaand West Bengd, recorded  their
highest growth rates during 1951 -61. Andhra Pradesh isthe only State where the growth rate has
ben conggently inoreesing from 1951- 61, but the rate of increese of the growth rate hes do
bean conggently decreesing (from 34%to 11% to 3%4).

Thedredtion of change (increeseldecreese) of the Sate-wise growth rates from one decedeto
thenextisshownin Teble2 Itisinteresing to notethat Uttar Pradesh and Biher, thetwo most
populous dates which together account for mare then one-fourth of thetotd population of India,
have hoann adedineinther growth rates during 1981-91 for thefirdt timein recant decades This
isan encouraging Sgn. Smilaly, Himechd Pradesh, Kametaka, Punjeb and Rgagthan ao
expaienced adedinein thar growth rates during 1981-91 for
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the firg time. It may dso be noted that Guaret, Haryana, Keralg, Orissa.and Tamil Nedu
have continued thar dedining trends Suprisndy, three daes viz, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra and West Bengd, recorded an increese (though dight) in tharr groath rates
duing 1981 -91 dter expaiendng a dedine in the earlier decede It may be noted, however,
thet the gronth rate for 1981-91 is less then the highest levd ever ataned in eech of these
Saes(seTalel).

TABLE 1: FERCENTAGE DECADAL VARATION IN FORULATION FORINDIA AND MAIOR
STATES: 1951-1991

Sl. No. India/ State  1951-61 1961-71 1971-81 1981-91

India ¥ 2151 + 2480 +24.66% + 2350
Setes

1 AndhraPradksh +15.65 +20.90 +23.10 +23.82
2 Bihar +19.76 +21.33 +24.06 +23.49
3 Guaa +26.88 +2039 w0767 +2080
4, Hayara +33.79 +32.23 +28.75 +26.28
5. Himedhd Praciesh +17.87 +23.04 +2371 +19.39
6. Kamdzka +21.57 +24.22 +26.75 +20.69
7. Keda +24.76 +26.29 +19.24 +13.98
8 MechyaPradsh +24.17 + 2867 +2527 +26.75
9. Maaatia +23.60 +27.45 + 2454 +25.36
10 Oisa +19.82 *25.05 +2017 +19.50
11 Puid +21.56 +21.70 +23.89 +20.26
12 Reedhen +26.20 +27.83 +32.97 +28.07
13 Taril Nerks +11.85 +22.30 +17.50 +14.94
14. Uttar Pradkesh +16.66 +19.78 +25.49 +25.16
15 WestBengel +32.80 +26.87 *2317 +24.55

* Sateswith apopulation Szelessthan Smillionin 1991 areexduded; they are Tripura Maripur, Meghdlaya, Nagdland,
Goa Arunedrd Pradkesh, Mizoram and Skkim Assam, wherecamauswissinat conducted in 1981, and Jammu & Keghmr,
wherethe 1991 cansushasnat yet been condudied, ared o exduded. *1n 1981, Cansuswiasnat condudsd in Assam
Based onthe 1971 Cansuispopulation and the 1991 Cenausprovisiond resLits thepopulation of Assamfor 1981 hes
beenintepaated. Asaconssguencedf therevisad edimatesfor Assamfor theyear 1981, thetatd populaion of India
as0f 1981 hesbean edimated as683,329,097 asagand eatlier published figure of 685,184,692, Hencetherevised
decadd gronthratefor Indiaduring 1971 -81 hesbean estimeted as24.66 per oat. Note: - Thefiguresundatined
indicatethehighest decadd growth rateataned by the Sate

SOURCE : Regsrar Gengrd and Cenauis Commissioner, India(1991).
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Becauise of migration befween Staes a paticula Sae may not  experience consstent
decline in the growth rae But, when we consder al the dates together and andyse an
interesing  trend  emerges.  Table 2 reveds that the growth rate decressed from 195161 to
196171 in only two States, viz, Hayana and West Benga. From 1961-71 to 1971-81, there was
decline in the growth rate in 8 out of 15 States (53 per cent). Similaly, the growth rate declined
from 1971-81 to 198191 in 11 States (73 per cent). Thus, it is interesting to find that the
number of States experiencing decline in the growth rae from one decade to the next has been
conggtently increasing. One would expect the trend to continue in the near future ie, until the
demographic transition is substantially completed. The implication of this is that the growth rae a
the all-Indlia level is expected to decline further in the near future.

TABLE2 DIRECTION OF CGHANGE* OF INTERCENSAL GROWTHRATECFRFOPULATION FOR

MAJORSTATES 19561-1991
Sl. No.. Sale 1951-61 1961-71 197181
1965971 19%%-81 198?—91
1 AndraPradesh + + +
2. Bihar + + )
3. Gujarat + Q) )
4 Hayam © ©) ¢
5. Himedhd Pradesh + + ()
6. Kamataka + + ()
7. Kerda + Q] )
8. MadhyaPradesh + e +
9. Maharashtra + ¢ +
10. Oisa + =) )
11. Punjeb + + )
12. Rgadhen + + ()
13 Tamil Necu + ©) )
14. Uttar Pradesh + + ()
15, Wet Begdd ) ) +
,\rl]g[)e.rora %srgm\{lrggededmem 2133 833 TERK)

* [ncreaseisdenoted by + and decrease by (-). Nate: Thefiguresinbracketsgivepercentages SOURCE: Tablel.

Similar analysisiscarried out at the district level for each of the States, and the number
o ddriadsshomng dedineinthegroamth retefrom one decede to thenext is
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g’m in Teble 3. It is interesting to find thet in modt of the Sates the imber of disrids
ng dedine in the inten gromth rate hes bean increesing in recant decades; in these
Saes the popdaion gowth rate is expeded to dedine in the near fuure Quprisingly,
there was areversd of such atrend after 1981 in the case of Madhya Pradesh, Mahareghira,
Orissaand West Bengd. But, even in these Siates, more then three-fourths of the didriats hed
expaiencad dedine in the growth rate by 1981 The change of trend after 1981 (in these States)
oould be due to migration. Teking dl the digtrids in the 15 mgior Sates into aooourt, it isfound
thet the perocentage of didricts showing dedine in the growth rate from one decede to the next
(dating from 1951-61) inoeesed conddetly from 275 to 519 ad 615 Ore waud
expett the tred to continue in the ner fuure As a mgoity of the ddrids
expaiencad dedine in the growth rate recently, and mare and more digtricts are expected 10
do inthenear fulure, thegrowth rate a thedl-Indialeve isexpediad to dedinefurther.

TABLES:NUMBEROFDISTRCTSSHOMNG DECLINEIN INTERCENSAL GRONTHRATECF
PORULATION FORMAJOR STATES 1961-91

9.No. Gae Egﬁd'gnd Num-ber (())f districts show-i ngtcc)iecline in growth rate
1. AndvaPadeh 23 2 87 7 (049 12 (522
2. Bihar 42 16 (381 14 (33 18 429
3. Giaa 19 8 (4] 13 (684 17 (895
4. Hayana 16 8 (500 8 (500 11 (639
5. Himachdl Pradesh 12 3 (B0 5 (@) 10 (833
6. Kamateka 20 6 (00 7 (B0 16 (800
7. Keda 14 6 (429 14 (1000 14 (21000
8. MakyaPradeh 45 8 (178 34 (756) 21 (467)
9. Meharaghtra 30 8 (267 24 (800 10 (333
10. Oisa 13 1 @7 12 (23 6 (462
11. Pnjad 12 6 (500 4 (B3 11 (917
12. Rgasthan 27 10 (370 8 (26 22 (815
13.  Tamil Nedu 21 2 (99 18 (857) 17 (8L0)
14.  Uttar Pradesh 63 6 (99 12 (190 39 (619
15.  WetBaxd 17 13 (765 14 (84 6 (B3
All Sates 374 103(275) 194 (519 230 (6195

Nate: Thefiguresin bracketsgive percentageto thetotal number of digtricts.
SOURCE : Digtridt-wise data.on popul ation growth rateswere obtained from Bose (1991).
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Conduding Remarks

The faregoing andyds provides convindng evidance in favour of the hypatheds tha
the population growth rate of Indiaison adeclining trend. The confusion and debate
concaming the trand in Indids populdion growth rate are mainly due to the fadt that the
mgar Saes of Inda ae in dfferet dages of deamographic trangtion (with some Sates
expaiendng inceedng ad athars dedining gronth rates), resulting in a near daionary
gonthraed thedl-Indaleve.

It is deary sen that the number of Sates and digricts showing a dedine in the growth
rate has bemn increesing in recent decades, and one expects the trend to continue untl the
demogrgohic trangtion is Subdantiadly completed. Ssoondy, amganity of the Sates aswl as
ddrids have exaieced dedine in the gowth rae recatly. Thirdy, some of the
bedaward and mogt populous Sates of the country, such as Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and
Rgaghen, have d<0 dated expaiendng dedine in ther gromth rates dter having atained
ther highest levds These are hopeful sgns for the country, as far as populdion growth rae is
concamed.
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