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THE 1991 ogws cout placd the Indien populaion provisordly & 844 million a&s on
e of Mach 11991, indcating thet the avarage anud (exponantid) gromh rate of
populaion, which wes 222 paraat duing the 1971-81 decadke, dedined to 211 percent
during the last decade (1981-91). The decrease in the growth rate during the last
decade, although margind, is particularly notable asit isfor the firgt time during the
pog-independence @a tha uch a trend hes emarged. Some demogrgphers condder this
deding though dight, encouraging (Premi 1991; Tyag 1991, Goyd 1991), while athers
view thet the dedine is nat red and the growth rate continues to inareese in India (Bose
1991).

Thismagnd dedine in growth rate during the last decade may arise due to varied lapsesin
the canaus of 1991 leading to gredter under-enumearation in 1991 as compared to thet in 1981
cenaus The ngt under-enumeration was of the order of 1.7 to 1.8 percart during the 1971 and
1981 caass and it isdaimed by the Cansus Commissione tht it would be of the order of 1.5
percat in 1991 (Bose 1991). For the time bang, let us assume thet in the 1991 canaus the
extent of unde-enumaraion is nat expected to be more then thet found in 1971 orin 1981,
paticulaly in view of the fadt thet the census count (8439 million) dmogt exedly tellieswith
the proeted figure of 8436 million edtimated by the Faming Commisions Sanding
Committee of Expertson Populaion Prgjedtions (Govt. of India1989).

The quedion aisss whether this dedine a the retiord levd s red, indicaing thet a
dage for rgod dedine in populdion gonth is s, or s the dedine illusonary, connating a
dape of demogrgphic inatia By this redkaning, should the family planning programme be
regarded as effective’? Once the ddailed age-sex detaaswel asather detalsof 1991 canausare
known, ane can commant with some corfidence on these issues A summary compaison of
decadd growth ratesfor the country asawhde can hardly reved thetrue Stuation and
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the dynamics behind it. It is necessary to have a dear undagtanding of the dynamics of
populdion gronth in tarms of changes in vitd raes a leest & the date levd. However for
Indig, rdicble edimates of vitd raes ae lacking. Nevathdess an atempt hes been mede
here to examire the avaldde gae levd data from cansus and ather sources to examine
whether aoodeation in the pece of populaion growth a the nationd levd hes revarsed
during the ladt decade as absarved besed on 1991 cenaus resuits Since Indialis allarge country
with its daes a vaious gages of damogrgohic evdution and dl Inda tred is likdy to
confound changes teking place in a few dates which are leeding in the transition process, the
demogrgphic trends in the mgor dates are particularly examined to antidpete the pettemn & the
netiond levd.

Population Growth Pattern

To help place the Indian population growth pattern over the past century in perspective we
have shown in Table 1 the average annua growth rates of the population by various zones
of India over the census decades. Congidering the 1991 census results, the pattern of Indias
population growth can now be divided into four parts, the points of divison being 1921,1951
and 1981. The year 1921 is consdered as the 'great divide because it demarcates the earlier
period of naturally checked population from a period of moderately increasing growth. The
rate of inter-cens growth was very low before 1921 and, in fact, negative during 1911-21.
After 1921, a progressve control of epidemics of cholera and plague resulted in an
acceleration of the rate of population growth to between 1.0 to 1.3 percent at the nationd
level. The northern zone had shown exceptionaly high population growth during 1931-41.
The growth rate was otherwise virtudly stable during 1931-51. The year 1951 marks the
beginning of a period of rapid population growth as a result of sharper declinein deeth rates after
Independence in 1947. The increase in population growth rate in western and southern zones
has in fact been witnessed since 1941 (see Table 1). During the 30 year period 1951 -81, the
population of India increased rapidly by amost 89 percent. The rate of Indids population
growth which has dready risen to 1.96 percent during 1951-61 was even higher (220
percent) during 1961-71. This rate continued to rise, abeit dightly (222 percent), during
1971-81. The expectation that the growth rate at the nationa level would Sart declining
during the 1970s, as a result of revamping of family planning programme in the late 1960s,
did not come true. Nevertheless, the provisiona results of the 1991 census indicate that the
annua growth rate in the country during the 1980s declined, athough margindly from 2.22
percent during 1971-81 to 2.11 percent during 1981-91. An examinaion of the zona growth
rate during 1981-91 reveds that al the zones have witnessed decline in growth rates of varying
magnitudes, except centra zone where it remained sable during the last two decades. Since the
three zones, viz., southern, western and eastern which account for two-third of the country's
population experienced a continous decline in growth rate over the past two decades, the
growth rate a the national level has dtarted to decling, abet dightly, during the last decade.
Thus, it appears that the year 1981 would be another great divide in the demographic history
of Indiain that there has been a deceleration in the population growth rate since that year.
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TABLE1: AVERAGEANNUAL EXFONENTIAL GRONTHRATEOFRORULATION BY
VAROUSZONESOFINDIA, 1901-1911 TO 1981-1991

Zore Average Amnual Exponential Growth Rate of Population

1901-11  1911-21  1921-31 193141 194151 195161 1961-71 1971-81 198191

%Jg'dl 1 —0.16 006 001 268 091 229 251 270 244

ZE?geeﬂ 0.65 000 108 145 108 2 224 214 213
% 0.32 026 077 124 108 173 203 227 229
VZ\C/%G” 0® 00 133 13 172 219 249 228 208

%())l#]tgern 0.87 019 112 118 153 157 206 19% 174

Inda 056 003 104 113 125 19% 220 222 21

Source : Computed from census data on population by zone for the period 1901-91 (Premi 1991)

Intergate Variationsin Population Growth During The Last Two Decades

An examingion of the rate of change in the exponentid population growth rate during
1981-91 over 1971-81 in the 15 mgor dtates with a population of 16 million
and above, reveds that 11 states experienced a decline while 4 had an
increase in it. The highest magnitude of decline (more than 20 percent) has
been shown by Gujarat, Karnataka and Kerala, followed by Tamil Nadu,
Punjab and Ragasthan (10-20 percent), while lowest quantum of decline has
been observed in Assam, U.P., Bihar, Orissa and Haryana (less than 10
percent). The states which have shown an increase in growth rate are
Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal and Maharashtra. The
observed interdtate variations in growth rate are a function not only of
differences in birth and desth rates but aso of the level and direction of
migration. The detailed results of the estimated level of change in birth rate,
death rate and net migration rate over the period 1971-81 and 1981-91 for all
the mgor 15 states are therefore given in Table 2. Thistable also provides
the estimated levels of these rates separately for the two decades. It findly
gives the estimated natura growth rate and the observed exponentia growth
for the 1971-81 and 1981-91 decades and the level of change during this
period. One may raise doubt about the two sets of data used to obtain state
level estimate. In the absence of other reliable data to study the relative
significance of the three components of population change, the present
analysis has been done to have a very rough idea of the size and nature of
changes in the natural growth rate in each state over the last decade.

A comparison of the natural growth rates, based on vital rates derived
from other sources, and the exponentia rates revealed by the census for the
whole country for both decades shows no notable differences. For the
country as a whole, assuming migration to be negligible and insignificant,
the margina difference in the SRS and census growth rates for



TABLE2: COMPONBENTSOFROPULATION GROWTH IN INDIA AND DIFFERENT STATES 1971-91

Sate Qtanees in the Decadal. Rates during

Estimated Decadal Vital Rate 1971-81 to 1981-91

0tT

1971-81 1981-91

B.R. D.R RN EGR NMR B.R. D.R RNl  EGR NMR  B.R D.R. RNl EGR NMR

Rate of change in EGR from 1971-81 to 1981-91 : Positive

1. Maharadhtra 26 120 206 21 +15 204 88 206 226 +20 -3.2 -3.2 0 +H5 +05
2MahyaPadesh 398 168 B30 27 -03 373 142 231 237 +06 -25 -2.6 01 +10 +09
3 West Bengd B0 145 205 211 +H6 302 95 207 220 +13 -4.8 -5.0 +02 +09 +07
4. AndhraPradesh H1 138 213 210 -03 208 103 195 214 +19 -5.3 -35 -1.8 H04 +22
Rate of change in EGRfrom1971-81t01981-91: Negtive ( < 10 Percent)

1. Assam LBr 09 22 212 -1.0 3RB3 91 242 22 -3.0 -98 .18 +20 0 -2.0

2 Uttar Predesh 60 210 240 29 -11 B0 150 280 224 -0.6 -7.0  -6.0 -1.0 -05 +05

3.Bihar 409 188 21 217 -04 373 1385 238 21 -2.7 -36 53 +17 -06 -23

4,0isa %4 188 1B 15 +09- ¥, Bl D wB  -12- 43- 57  +4 -07- -21-
5 Hayana ¥ 122 B/6 L. 01 B’6 W X2 B3 29 22 28 406 02 28

Tesagyg fores pue seql "d N



; Chanoesinthe Decadal Rates
Sate Estimeted Decackl Vil Rete Aring 197161 10 198 191
1971-81 198191
B.R. D.R RNI EGR NMR B.R. D.R RN EGR NMR B.R. D.R. RNI EGR NMR

Rate of changein EGR from 1971-81 to 1981-91 : Nega- tive (10-20 Per- cent)

1. Tamilnadu 205 130 165 163 -0.2 A5 102 153 139 -14 -40 -28 -12 -24 -12
2. Ragjasthan 24 I7F 245 28.7 +4.2 369 127 242 247 0.5 55 -52 -03 -40 -3.7

3. Punjab 32.3 108 215 216 +01 203 87 206 185 21 -3.0 -21 -09 -31 -2.2

Rate of change in EGR from 1971 —81 to 1981-91 : Negative (> 20 Percent)

| Karnataka 35.3 116 237 239 +02 288 90 198 188 -1.0 65 -26 -39 -51 -12
2. Gujarat 376 135 241 246 +05 2 108 214 189 -25 54 -27 -27 -57 -30
3. Kerala 215 9.2 183 177 -06 229 64 165 131 -34 -46 -28 -1.8 -46 -2.8
India 37.2 150 22 222 - 27 115 212 21 - 45 35 -10 -11 -

SOURCE : The decadd birth
are obtained from SRS data by taking geometric averages of annual rates for the period 1981-91 (Goyd

* Adjusted based on estimate provided by Mukerji (198 ).
B.R. : Birth Rate D.R.: Death Rate  RNI:Raeof Naurd Inceese  EGR : Exponentid Growth Rate NMR : Net Migration Rete

log




TABLE3 FERCENTAGEDECLINEIN THEDECADAL BIRTH RATEAND INCREASEIN THE COUR_LEFROTECTION RATEIN THESHECTED
MAICRSTATESBETWHEN 1971-81 AND 1981-91

Jale

Propor

Percentage Change Percentage Chanoein CPR 1988

Parcatage Jaredt

Percentage of femaleliteratesto

. Population the Decadal in CPR during the Birth Sqilizationin CPR* IMR population aged? years& above
1991 Rate last ten vears (1988) 1988

Rate of Changein

RNI from 1971-81

t01981-91:Postive

LAsam 264 -22.74 5B8H 262 28 100 43.70
2.0rissa 3.73 -1181 7350 375 82.4 122 34.40
3.Bihar 1023 -8.80 11977 29 88.2 97 23.10
4. Haryana 193 582 4005 56.4 53.2 89 40.94
5. West Bengal 8.06 -1371 505 313 912 70 47.15
Rate of Changein

RNI fram1971-81

tn 1981-

91:Neaative (<5

Percent)

1.Maharadra 933 082 6HA A7 785 68 5051
2. Madhya Pradesh  7.84 -6.28 11700 36.2 74 120 28.39
3. UttarPradesh 1644 -1556 8127 288 60.4 123 26.02
4. Rajasthan 520 -1297 12211 279 709 103 2084
5. Punjab 239 929 8B 632 537 62 2972




S
e
Proporfion of .  PaoaiageChange  Paoatage Changein Peroatace Shareof J Percentage of female =3
Sate PopFl)JIatlon 199V intheDecaddl CPRduringthelast ten OPRY 1988 Sterilization in CPR IMR' 1988 literates to population g
Birth Rate® years (1983) a0ed.7 vears& above ;
3,
Rate of Changein §
RNI from 1971-81
1981- z
91 Neqatlve (5-10 s
=
1. AndhraPradesh 7.86 -15.10 7250 30 86.5 82 R g
2 Tamilnedu 6.59 -13.56 67.07 526 798 74 5229 B
3 Keada 344 -16.73 52.79 464 87.0 28 86.93
Rate of Changein
RNI frorm 1971-81
to - 1981-
91:Neaative (> 10
Percent)
|.Karnataka 531 -1841 12134 423 7 74 44.34
2. Gujarat 488 -14.36 8.10 532 733 91 4850
Inda - -1210 49 309 726 94 3942
Note: Thedateswere  redassf ledonbedsof daonRNIINT: thle2

CPR: CoupleProtedti MIRate

IMR: Infart Mortdlity Rete

t Source : Office of R egdrar Genard (1991).

tt Computed from Table2.

* SOURCE: Govarr  nentof India(1990)

RNI = Rate of Naturd

€T
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the decade 1981-91 reflectsthe quelity of reporting of birthsand degthsinthe SRS If itis

futher asaumed thet qudity of reparting of hirths and desths auffas equdly in SRS thee
rates can be adjugted for coverage arar by afactor which is the ratio of growth rete reveded

by the cenaus and the growth rate besed on SRS data: Since the adjusment factor is vary

do=e to ane (099%), the date and netiond levd vitd rates were not adjusted for the presant
andyds Thelevd o hirth and degth rates obtained for the Sates as wdl s for the country as a
whale during the lagt two decades appear to be reesonddly corret and the differences over a
paiod of time coud be conddered as good indicaors to explain the dosaved changes in
popuaion growth in India. At the netiond levd, the hirth rete hes dedined by 45 paints from
372032 7Tandthedesthrateby3 Spointsfromi 5.0l Soverthepaiod 197181 1o 1981-91,
indcting a dedine in gowth rate by ore pont duing this paiod (e Tdde 2).
A compaison of the naurd growth raes besed on vitd raes daived from other sources
ad the- exponantid rates reveded by the cansus for each individud date for both decades
dows noidde dfferences which coud manly be expaned by the third componat ie
migration, asuming tha the hirth and death raes edimated for the dae reflect the true levd
o fetility and mortdity. Thus to have an idea about the likdy pettem of population growth
thet would emage a the naiond levd, dl the 15 mgor daes wae again redassfied on
the beds of thar rae of naurd increese (RNI) obtained in Table 2, and ae presanted in
Table 3. It is intereding to note thet 10 mgar dates have dhown a dedine in thar naurd
gonth rae duing 1981-91 compared to 1971-81, while 5 have shown an increese in thar
neturd growth (s Table 3). Thexe ten mgor dates which have shown a dedine in groath
rate, share more than two-third of the country's population (69.3 percent), while the
remaning five which have shown an increese in thar growth rate shere about one-fourth of
the country's populdion (266 peacat). Table 3 d dealy dows dbdatid changes in
the levd of hirth raes duing this paiod in dmog dl mgor dates It is interesting 0 note
thet the dates which have shown an increese in thar naturd growth rate lave do regidered
sbdatid dedine in hirth rae exogat Biher and Hayana which have expaienced only 6
to 9 pacat dedire in the birth rae But it was not enough to companste the dedine in
mortdity. The other daes which have shown less then 10 paoat dedine in birth rates
duing 1971-81 ad 1981-91 are Madhya Pradesh, Punjeb and Maharadtra The dedine in
hirth rate gopears to be conggat with the subdatid increese in the levd of CPR during
the lagt ten years (see Table 3). However, the presat levd of CPR is dlill low expeddly in
daes like Biha, Asam, West Bed, Orisss Rgaghen, Uttar Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh. It is intereding to note tha these daes dso have high infant mortdity rate (sbove
1 00). This may be the 1esson that these dates could nat reduce thar growth rate subgtantialy.
Nevathdess the andyss dealy reveds noidde and subdantid redudion in the levd of
birth rates in the mgor daes of India a leed enough to revarse the increesing trend in
populaiongroamth a the netiondl level.

Demographic Trangtion in India

It is necessy to have a der undardanding of the demogrgphic trangtion process i tarms of
dhanges in vitd raes to antidpete fulure populaion gomh peten in Inda The theory of
demogrgphic trangtion develaped on the exparience of many develaped and afew developing
countries, can help to anticipate population changes. If one examines the
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trangtion process in Indig it gopears thet India is dill pessng through the third dage of
trangtion with fdling deeth rate but more rgaidy faling birth rates (sse Fgure 1). Sncethe
rae of neturd increese which spesded wp in the iniid pheses hes shown a tendancy to
reduce in the recent years, adage is st to enter the next phese to bring about a new bdance
betwean mortdity and fetility a lover levds The goeed with which India can achieve this
gage or complete the trangition can be assessad from the pattemn of change in neturd growth
raeswitnessd at thedatelevd.
The 15 mgjor Sates have been arranged into three broad groups according to the probeble
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gage of demographic transtion indicated by the trend in the birth rate and growth rate in
eech date during the legt decede and are shown in Table 4. The trand in the rate of naturd
increese in each date duing 1901 to 1991 is ds0 examinad in Table 4. The dasdfication
thus a0 takes care of the trand in hirth and desth rate over a paiod of time in eech date
Snce the gae levd vitd rae edimates are nat avalable for te paiod before 1951, zord
estimateswere used to deriverate of natural increase at the state leve for the period
1901-1961.

It is goparent from the andyds thet dedines in the desth and hirth rates during trangtion
have not occurred & the same pacefor eech date Thus the period and pettemn of trangtion are
not amilar for dl the dates While thae may be dffaeces of gpinion regarding the
asgnman of aparticular dateto onedage of damogrgphic transition or the next, cartain broed
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TABLE4: RATEOFDECADAL NATURAL INCREASE AMONG DIFFERENT STATESOFINDIA,
1901-1991

Sate Rate of Decadal Natural Increase

1901-11 1911-21 1921-31 1931-41 1941-51 195161 1961-71 1971-81 198191

Group |

|.Kerala 9.0 20 100 120 160 28 238 183 165
2T.N. 9.0 2.0 100 120 160 124 200 165 153
3A.P 9.0 2.0 100 120 160 145 188 213 195

4.Kanaka 9.0 2.0 100 120 160 194 23 37 198
Group Il

|.Orissa 5.0 0.0 110 120 120 175 208 176 190
2 Punjab -3.0 0.0 110 160 150 58 195 25 206
3 Magadtra 0.0 140 160 140 230 24 241 206 206
4.W.B. 5.0 0.0 110 120 120 24 258 205 27
5. Gujarat 9.0 -2.0 130 130 140 22 248 241 214

Group Il
I.U.P. 3.0 -2.0 7.0 140 100 166 183 240 230
2MP. 30 -2.0 7.0 140 100 200 21 230 231

3. Bihar 5.0 0.0 10 120 120 173 186 21 238
4 Rgaghen  -3.0 0.0 10 160 150 233 240 245 242
5. Assam 5.0 0.0 10 120 120 24 24 22 242
6. Haryana 3.0 0.0 110 160 150 58 217 256 262

India 6.0 0.0 100 120 120 180 20 220 212

SOURCE : Computed from the decadd hirth rates and degth rates aotaned by reverse arvivd method far the paiod
1951-81, while the RNl for the paiod 1981-91 is computed fram SRS dita (see Table 2). Honveve, zord
revare aurvivd vitd rate edimates were usd to daive RN & dtate levd for the pariod 1901-51 (Premi
1991).

Noates:

- Group | dateshavelow hirth rate (lessthan 30) and low rate of naturd incresse (RN (lessthan 2 percent), during 1981-

9L

- Growpin gaeshavehigh birth rate (morethen 33) and high RNI (marethen 2.2 paroant) during 1981-91.

- Group n gatesdo not depict ather of the abovetwo exdusive petterns during 1981 -91. Interedtingly, mogt of thestaesin

thiscategory have apatem that goproximatesthedl Indiaaverage.



Populaion Growth Retein India 237

condusions do emage from this dasdfication. The daes ae a vaious dages of trangtion.
Some daes ae leading the demographic trandiion, while athars are legging behind in this
repect. Out of 15 mgor daes which contain 95.9 paoat of Indids popuaion, only four
daes viz, Kada Tamil Nadu, Kamnaaka and Andra Pradesh foming Growp |, ae
foremog in the transtion process with rdaivdy lage mordity and fetility dedines
readting in a dedining growth rae in the lag two decades These dates which fom 232
paroat of the country's populaion had lowest neturd growth rate (bdow 2 paroant) in the lagt
decade. The Group Il dates of Punjab, Maharadtra West Bangd, Orissa and Guiaa with
more then one-fouth of Indids populaion (284 paroat) have dso dated dedining ther
populaion growth raes by caching up the dedine in mortdity by the dedine in fetility in the
trangtion prooess, though these sates il hed growth rate of about 2.1 peroant or less dosarto
netiond average in the lagt decade The remaining Sx dates which form Group 1l arelagging
behind in the trangtion process with ncreesing growth rates or more or less high 9able growth
rates over the three decades. These dates are Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Rgasthen, Uttar Pradesh,
Assam and Hayama In these saes the dedine in fatility hes not possbly caught up with the
dedine in martdity, resuiting in an increesing ar deble groath rate in the legt decade Thee 9x
dates which condiitute 44.3 peroat of Indids populaion hed a growth rate of 2.3 percant or
moreinthelag decade

Thus the peaiod ad patten of trangtion are ddindly dfferat in the three groups of
daes Thisis ds evidat from Fgures 2 to 5 which show the prabable position of eech group
of daes vis-avis di-india petten. The Group | dates are leeding the demogrgphic trangtion
and have a adining growth rete much bdow the netiond average The Group |l datesaredo
advandng in the trangtion process with a dedining growth rete, though it dill remains doser to
naiond averape Howeve, the Group |l dates are il in the eally Sage of trandtion and are
fadng high popuaion groamth which is much higher then ndiond average Mot of these
daes have high degth raes expeddly high infant mortdity retes and are likdy to faoe high
population gromth in futlre as a reaut of the dedine in mortdity, unless there is compeansating
fetility dedine Thus the Group Il daes might be teking a longer soen to complete the
trangtion with amore gradud dedine in the growth rate then the ather two groups Thisis dso
evidart from Hgure 5 where probeble position of eech group of dates is shown aooording to
thar Sageof damographic trangtion.
Itisinteresing to note thet one of the cruad indicators of soad dhenge, namdly, famdeliteracy
gopearsto betied dosdy to the tege of demographic trangtion. TheGroups| and |1 Sates
whichleed inthe damogrgphic transition have d<o rddivdy higher levd of fardeliteracy, while
the Group 111 dateswhich arelagging behind in thisrespedt, havelowes levd of femde
literacy. Forexample dateslike Karda Tamil Nedu, Maharaditraand Punjab which aeinthe
Growp | or I, hevefemdeliteracy levd of a leest 50 per oant (Kerdawith 87 peroant), while
Group |11 dates exoept Assam and Haryang, havefemdeliteracy leve of lessthen 30 percert.
In Assam and Haryanathelevd of femdeliteracy isabout 41-44 peroart, whileit isaslow as
21 -23 paroant in Rgaghen and Bihar. Asareaut, inthese datesegea marriageislow, prefered
family szeishigh and thedamand for family planning isvery low. The peroantage of couples
effedtivdy prateted isvery low (22 to 36 percant) inthese dates It is however, ashigh as 56
percant in Haryang, dthough 47 percant of them reparted to have adopted spacing methods
whichmay nat beeffedtive dueto high drop out
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rades Thadore thare is limited dedine in the fatility of these daes Nevathdess it is
intereting to nate thet auiting across sodo-culturd bariers some of the backward dates like
Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Rgjasthen have increesed their levd of CPR by
more then 80-120 peroant during the legt decade If this trend is to parss, Group HI dates
might regder a feser dedine in fetility to arest increesing trend in their growth rete: In fadt,
ome of the backward and mogt populous dates of the country like Uttar Pradesh and
Rgagthen in the Grouwp I, have dso hown a tedency to dedine in thar naurd growth
raes duing the lagt decade In thet case these Group 11l dates might teke rdativdy less
time asantidpeted, to complete thetranstion.

To sum up, the trend of population growth rate in India once again confirms that
demogrgphic trandtion is a dow prooess and it is bedicaly linked with the process of sodd
dhenge Although modam sdence and tedhnology heped to reduce the degth rates sharply,
without a concurrant process of rgpid sodd and economic devdopmeant, in devdoping
countries like India, it could nat kring down the birth rate shaply. The dedine in the birth rate
in India is dow, indcating thet it would do teke a long time to complete the process of
demogrgphic trandtion. Moreove, the expaience of oatain daes in Inda which ae
leeding the demogrgphic trangition indicates thet redudion in the hirth rate is manly linked
with the goreed of literacy and education, epeddly femdeliteracy.

Conduding Remarks

On thewhdle, the above andlyses, despite limitation of deta, convey ahopeful message. The
reauits dealy show thet there was marked dedine in fetility during the lagt decede in dmost
dl mgor dates and es arest & leedt ten mgor dates comprising 69 per cant of the country’s
populaion, reggered dedine in ther neturd gramh rete of populaion during the lest decade
The imglicdion of this is that & the dl-india levd acoderdion in the pece of  populaion
growth hesreversed during the last decade

Congdaing the demogrgphic trend in the mgor dates which ae a various gages of
demographic evolution, aswell as variations among the states with regard to social
indcators, infant morteity rete and damend for contraogation, it is sidying to note thet a
dape is dresdy s for a dedine in rgoid population growth in mgor detes of Indiainduding
beckward and most populous gates like Uttar Pradesh and Rgasthen which have d<o garted
expaiendng dedine in thar growth rates In view of this one would expect thet growth rate
a the dl-Inda levd woud dedine further in neer future The time oen required to enter the
next phese o transtion, with low levels of fetility and mortdity, depends nat only on the
family wdfae inputs but more impoartantly on the proven sodd inputs, viz. the goreed of
femdeliteracy, particulaty in the beckward Group |11 gatesin the country.
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