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WITHIN the popuaion litarature the datus of women hes long bean identified as an
importat detleminent of fetility behavior. While condderadle unoatanty  edids

concaming the term 'satus of women', & agenard levd it hes been argued that the degyee of
gade inequeity may be of paramount impoartance in explaning fetility leves and trends in
many contemporay developing sodeties For example, the comparatively high degree of soad
and economic independence among women in Theiland hes frequently been advenced asan
impartant contributing factor in the recent dediine in fertility which hes ooourred there® In
contredt, the subardinge datus of women in highly patriarchd sodidlies such as those fourd
in MAsaresdtm been dted a5 a mgar resson behind the continuing high fetility in
ewdememhsregm

Research in the area of women's datus and fertility, however, hes been charadterized by
severa notable shortcomings. First, there are significant conceptual and especially
mahodoogicd problems rdaed to the tam women's datus. While previous dudies have
foousad on the rdaionship batwean fetility and indicators of women's daus such as fande
employmat ad educdiond atanmat, there is conddarable doubt as to how wel these
variables capture the dimension d women's status. Second, athough it has been
hypotheszed thet these factors influence fetility through the expandon of sodd rdes ad
through increesing women's partidpetion in reprodudive dedsonHmeking, emyprica suppart for
these mechaniams remains dende. Third, theorelicd and ampirica dudies of this issue have
bem dmog entirdy confined to modanizing soddies whare extandve trandomations in
women's roles have taken place The reaLiting findings and conogpiLd frameworks are of litle
rdevance to treditiond, petriarchd sodeies whare sodd change hes ben limited, ad
women's raes continue to be those thet are traditiondlly prestribed, enacted  within a context
of rigd soad draification on thebessof sex.

Thereis litile dsagreament tha the srudiure of patriarchd sodeties sUpparts reproductive
pettens of higher fatility: the man quetions ae why and how? In what ways do
fedtures of petriardhd soddties and femdle subordination produce reproductive behaviour

* Program Officer, The Ford Foundation, 55 Lodi Estate, New Delhi.
** Consultant, New Delhi.



146 Miched A. Koengand GillianH.C. Foo

in the dredion of higher fatility? While a consanas exids that there is a dgnificant
connedtion betwean petriardy and women's reprodudive rdles, and thet mde contrd over
femde sexudity and childbeaing is an inteyd agpect of patriardhy, pergpedtives dvarge an
how pariacdy and women's ssoonday daus rddive to men dfedt rgaroductive
behaviour & the indvidud levd. In addtion, the litaraure on these pergpadtives hes with
few excgptions ramainad & the theordlicd levd, and the rdated propositions have nat been
empiricaly tesed

In this peper, we dtempt to provide a more detaled underdanding of how petriardhy
contributes to the perdgence of high fetility in a region where tradiiond gender rdaions
raman rdaivdy intedt, namdy rurd South Ada In tams of undardanding how patriardhy
independently  contributes to higher fartility, we identify as the key agpedt its fodeing a
sydem of dratification on the beds of sex which plaoes severe condraints upon the adiviiesand
roJs of women. We spadificaly argue that this sydem of gender rddions promates high
fetility by generaing vary srong preferences among women for sons and by ddiining the
balance of power within the family so that women occupy a subordinate r.ole in
reprodudive dedgontmeking. We begin with a discusson of the main charadteridtics of
petriarchd sodelies in South Ada and thar implications for women's saus We subbssouantly
outline a conogpiud  framewark which destribes the linkeges between petriardy and high
fetility. These hypothesss are then examinad in light of empiricd evidence from ather
dudiesaswel asour own datafromrurd Narth India

Thelnstitution of Patriarchy

While vaiious ddfintions of patriarchy have bean employed, we use thet proposad by Can,
who ddfines petriarchy a8"... asgt of sodd rdations with amaterid bese thet endbles men to
dominde women" Although extasive regond and rdigious vaidion edds conoaming
goedific agpedts of petriarchy, thare are gengrd fedures of pariardhd Sodeties which are
common to much of South Asia. Anintegral featureisasystem of sratification and
dffaetigion on the bess of s, which provides maaid advantages to mdes while
sSmultaneaudy pladng severe condraints upon the rales and adtivities of women. Pariardhy is
appoted by a pavasve and mudly ranfordng st of sodd, economic, and paliticd
indituions

A key agpect of petriarchd systamsin much of South Adaisthe obsarvance of pur dah-the
complee o patid physcd ssduson of women In theary, the pratice of purdah is
intended to protect the honor and virtue of femdes by restriding contact with and expoaure to
mambasof theoppodtesex. Thepradticd redity of purdah istha it definestwo separate gotid
aviromats - mde goece which conssts of modt public aress ad femde space which
oondsts lagdy of the househdd and its immediate vidnity. Snogoublic contact with menis
ganadly viewad as immodest and even dffesive the reaut is thet the adtivities of women
ae predicated upon the prindple of avaidence, and are for e mogt pat confined to the
housshdd. This confinement sverdy limits womens contact with the larger world, andin
patica, efedivdy predudes the posshility of women patidpeting in mogt income-
ganaaing adivities
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Fomd paiticdl and legd drudures in petriardhd soddlies do natredress the inequelities
which aise from this sysem of sexud drdification, and in fat renforce them. Rdliticdl
prooesses and legd ingtitutions are dmogt exdusively the province of mdes and are unlikdy to
offer women indgpendant paliticd leverage or legd recoure in resalving digoutes Since such
indituions are stugted in public goece, woman's adive patidpetion in these sydams is
nather encouraged nor fadlitated. Thus to the extant thet these inditutions are gperdive in
auch soadies they generdly reguire thet women patidpete indiredly through men; to the
extet tha thee indituions are indfedive this mady saves to futher renforce the
Ogpendence of women upon meekin for protection and suppart.

Mariege predices in these highly petadd sodeies do conribute Sgnificanty
towards reprodudng and entrenching this segregated and asymmetricdl system of gender
rdaions Within the context of these sodelies mariage saves primaily as a drategy for the
dliance of parilined kin goups rahe then as a union bewean indviduds Thus
mariages ae aranged, ad the two indvidudls immediady invaved ae usdly drangars
upon entrance into the marriage. Veay ealy ages a mariage for women and the comparaive
smiaity of hudends in conjundion with the pradioss of villege exogamy and petriloca
resdence upon mariege edure the young women reedly suomit to fulfilling treditionel
gade rdes The de-empheds of the husbendwife bond because of its patentid disuptive-
ness to the interests o the larger kin group further mitigates agang the establishment of
conugd  ineradionHinteradtion which condlitutes an dtemdive to traditiondly presaribed
conjugd rdes ad beaviowr rdleding the datus quo of mde domindion ad farde
subordingtion. Since patriardy operates on the bed's of an age as wdl asasex hierardhy, ad
snce women's postion improves & they advance in age (i.e, ddar women like men regp the
bendfits of the labour of younger women), dder women's interests are dlied to the petriarche
sygem, and they enforce conduct among younger women which parpetudtes this hierarchy.
Womars willingness to patidpete in the ingituion of mariege and in the redicetion of
thar ubordinete position, can be dtributed to the asance of dtemdives to the rde of wife
and mather, from which women's economic security and sodd identity are chiefly derived.

Pariarcy hes severd important implications for womens daus and adtivities Frd,
thissystem of socia relations ensuresthat women's direct accessto key resourcesis
resricted and contralled by men. Inhaitance sysams are gengrdly confined to wedth or
proparty trandfers between mde kin, largdy bypessng fandes ad leaving them with no
independant sources of sacunity in the fom of possessons or land ownarship. The rigd
gdem of phydcd ssyagion by s, by resriding womens mahlity and adivities
efedtivdy prevents ther engeging in extrafamilid foms of economic adivity and income
gaadion ousde of the home Equdly dgnificat, patriardy places men in a podtion to
Odfine which resources ad contribuions are highly vdued. Thus while there is anple
evidence thet women in rurd South Asa work long hours parfarming leborious teeks? this
work is condgertly downplayed in importance® Quch a sysemn of sexud dratification dso
provides gximary judificaion for exduding aldimiing womenis partiapetion in the formel
education sysem. The colledtive effect of patriardy isthusto ranforceasysem of soad
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relationswhere"... women are excluded from direct accessto valued resourcesand are
dependent on men through whom they can only haveiindirect access ™

A soond ggnificant implication of pariarchy lies in its contrd of famde sexudity. The
sexudity of women condiitutes an area over which men's contrdl is cantrd to the operation of
pariacty and which is therdfore dridly regulaed. Since mariage represats an dliance
between patrilineages, and brides basically serve as exchange goodswhich cement these
dliances, the chadity of women within the kin group reflects srongly on the honour of the
entire group. Conssguertly, there are marked presaures toward aranged and vay ealy ages &
mariage anong gifls in order to minimize the risk of, and attendant dishonor assodiated with,
improper sexud oconduct by femdes Virginty represats the mogt highly  honoured
characteristic of the bride, and awareness of its absence severely hampersthe marriage
progoects of a young gifl. The drict contrds upon famde sexudity extend into maitd life as
wdl. Sex and sexud desire are viewed s the prerogative of the husbend, and women are not
expected to derive pleasure from sexual activities. Sex isconsidered to exist for the bendfit
of the husband, and women are expected to demonstrate no initiative in activitiesirdredy
o diredly rdaed to sexwd matas Renfordng this asymmetry in expeddions is a wesk
conjugd  bond, with litlle interaction or emotiond atachment beween gpousss and therefore
noformd avenuesfor amore egdlitarian sexud relationship™

Per pectiveson Patriarchy and Fertility

While there gopears to be a genard consenaus that the indiitution of petriarchy  encourages
higher fertility, there have to dete been fav empirical invedigations of this issue Ressarch on
the relationship between patriarchy and fertility has instead been limited primarily to
theoretical overviews, with the major perspectives represented by the works of John
Cddwdl, Mead Can, Tim Dyson and Mick Moore It is indrudive to summaize the main
points of thar agumeants, and to briefly compare them in tams of mgor aess of amilaity
and difference

Cddwdl hes addressed the issue of the rdaionship between petriardhy and fetility in - his
atempt to account for the perdgence of high fatility in the Idamic bdt extending from
Morocco to Bangladesh.'? In Caldwell'sview, the key element of patriarchy which en-
courages high fertility isits support of a system of hierarchical relationshipswithinthe
family, based upon gradations of age and sex, which simultaneously places control of
demographic decisionsin the hands of older male family members and ensuresthat the
mataid advatages of high fatility accrue digoroporionatdy to these same membears The
material advantages of high fertility are predicated upon patterns of production and con-
sumption within the family, whereby dlder mde members receive mod of the bendfits from
the productive labor of large numbers of children while shouldering few of the costs.
Caldwell concludesthat under such an arrangement” ... the material advantages of these
decision-makers would tend to be undermined by limited fertility resulting in smaller
families with a less broadtbesed pyramidd sructure™® Thus in Cadwell's fomulation it is
the preeminent position of the patriarch within the family which provides him with the
meansto papeudte asydem of high fetility from which he, in particular, Sandsto gain.
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A ssoond perspedtive on the relaionship between pariardhy and fetility is rqoresa‘ted by
the work of Mead Can, besad lagdy upon his ressarch in rurd Bangladesh™ Cainis
agumat for the link bewean pariardy and high fetility is in essance an edtandon of his
familiar ik insuranog framework. In Can's view, the rigd sysem of sexud drdification
which is a concomitant of petriardly sevardy redricts the movemants and the range of
adiviies of women, dfedivdy diminging gpportuniies for employmat ad thady
fostaring the dmogt complete enonamic and sodd dependance of women upon men. Given this
depandence women ae expaddly vunerdde to the loss of economic support by the
husbend through widowhood, divorog o abendonmant, everts which are commonplace in
oddies such as rurd Bangladesh. Under such draumdtances, the presence of sonsis seen to
condiitute one of the few hedges agang everts which thregten the sodd and economic
status of women. Cain arguesthat in the environment " the best risk insurance for
women..is to produce sons, as mary and as soon aspossble Thus whileemphesizing thet
high fetility is advantageous to the family as a widle in tradiiond sodeies Can viens
patriardy asproviding goedd inoentivesfor high fertility among women

A third perspedtive on the rdlationship between petriarchy and high fertility is provided by
Tim Dyson and Mick Moorg, in Ihar atermpt to aooount for variaion betwean North and South
India in demogrphic behaviour™® The authors shere Cainis view thet the system of  rigd
exud drdificstion (wWhich they dsouss within the contedt of North Indi@) provides
paticualy drong pronddig pressures for women. Sons are seen as regpresanting nat only a
ource of seounity for women agang datus-threstening evants such as the degth of the
hushend, but the wifés ahility to produce mde heirs ramans ane of the few means through
which e can improve her postion and datus within the hustends family. The authors
identify an additiond agpact of petriardy which they bdieve contributes to h'gh fatility in
Nath Inda-the lover degree of famde autonomy, which they ddfine as ... the ahlity-
tedmicd, sodd, ad psyddogcato daan infometion ad to ue it & the bedis for
meking dedisons about ones private conoams and those of ones intimetes™’ Within the
gohare of fatility behaviour, Dyson and Moare argue thet North Indian women may be more
higly soddized to dffer to aher family marmbas in meking mgor deddsons and may
therefore be unprepared or rdudant to engage in innovative behaviour such as the adoption of
contreogation. Women in South Indig, in contrad, are sen to be bss aljet to familid and
pasord condrants which at to impede indgpendent adions such as the adoption of
contraogption.

Thesethree pargpadtives can be seento differ subgtantidly intems of their positionson two
issueswhich gppear to be cantrd to undarstanding thelink between patriardy and

fertility: variation between family membersin the utility of children and the locus of
rgorodudtive deason-meking. With regard to theformer, in Cddwel'sview it isthe dder
mdefamily membaswho recaivethe grestest matarid advantagefrom high fertility, and

who aretherdforelikely to bemost srongly pro-natalist.™® In contragt, Cain and Dysonand
Moare hypatheszethd it isingead women for whom petriarchd soddiesgenerate pedd
incantivesfor high fertility. Theseauthors however, differ somewhet intems of thar viewson
the undalying raiondesfor suchinoantives Cain emphesizesthe centrdity of living sons
asoned thefew dienndsavalableto avat or minimizetherisk of future tatus-
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threstening events such as a divorce or widowhood™ Dyson and Moore while dso
recognizing the impartance of sons as a means o ik avarson, nate a second and more
immedite source of pronadig presare bearing exdusivdy upon women in pariarchd
adeiesthe link bewean the young wifes fatility and improvements in her position ad
datuswithinthefamily.

The pargpadtives of these authars dso differ conddaradly in tems of the condusions
they reech concaming the dgnificance of the locus of rgorodudive dedsonmeking for
fatility benaviowr. In Cddwdl's view, a key agoett of the treditiond family is the contrdl of
rerodudive dedsartmeking by dder mdes providng them with the power to efedt
deados for high fetility, which he views as bang mog advanlageous to these same
marbas In conrad, the dgnificance of the locus of rgrodudive dedson-meking is
minmized if nat dsoounted in Cans fomuaion® In dresing thet high fetility in
petriarchd Sodeties may & lesgt in pat reaut from the oedd pronetdid incentives such
addies fode for women, Can implies that the loous of rgrodudive dedson-meking
within the family hes litle indgoendat dgnificance in detemining fetility behaviour, and
aumes thet women have auffidet power in reorodudive dedsons to trandae thar
gronger pronatdig preferences into higher fertility. Dyson and Moare, in contradt, percdve the
locus of reprodudive deddortmeking as bang of centrd importance in acoounting for
fertility differences bawean North and South India The authars view the manifedations of
poverlesness of Narth Indian womenrin paticular, the resridion on womenis movermeants
for puposss auch as vidting family planing dinics ddferace to ahe sniar family
members, and the deterrence of innovative action by women such as the adoption of
contraogation- as oantrd factors behind the lower levds o fetility conird and high levds of
fetility foundin North India

Conoeptud Framework

In this peper, we propose thet patriardy produces higher maitd fertility among women
because it promotes a drong preference by women for mde offaring and because it
condrans womans power in reprodudive deddons The hypatheszed linkages betwean
patriarchy and high fertility which constitute the theoretical model for this paper are
illugrated in Hgure 1. Aswe have argued in the preceding section onthe dfects of patriarchly on
womans lives pariady ad its supparting indituions have two mgor conssquenoss for
women: fird, men contrd women's aooess to key economic resources, and ssoond, men
contrd women's sexudlity. Men's contrd of vaued resources resLits in women's confinement
to familid rdes thet revalve around reproduction, prestige for which derives prindpely from
the produdion of mde dhilden. Man's contrd of vdued resources do reduts in the
rdaivdy complee economic and sodd dgpendence of women on men. Conssouantly,
among women a high premium is placad on bearing sons A concomitant of womernis
extrame dependence on men is ther rddive powealesness in the processes of familid
dedsonmeking. Nowhere, however, is woman's power more limited then in the area of
reproductive, epedidly contraceptive, behaviowr. Woman's powerlessess in the area of
rgorodudtive dedgonmeking is ranforosd by the contrd which men exerdssover womern's
xudity. In the fdloning dsousson, we déborate upon thee linkages mare fully.
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Son Preference

By dfedivdy dodng off opportunities for nonfamilid roes for women, patriarchy and its
concomitant sysem of sexud drdification limits women to childbeating as one of the few
meens through which they can improve thar position and datus within the family. Within the
context of patriarchal and patrilineal societies such asthose of South Asia, thewife's status
is derived primarily from reproduction, and specifically from the birth of sons. AsNamen
Ryder hes obsarved: "Often the only way for a woman to eam esteam is to contribute to the
survival of the group by bearing sons." ' Itisonly upon the birth of children and of sonsin
particular that the young wife finds herself fully incorporated into the husband'sfarily.As
David Manddbaum nates "If the [fird] child is a son, she has proved hersdf in the most
important way of dl... The son is her sodd redeamer and henceforth her importance in the family
tends gracually to incresse’™

In addition to providing incentives among women for bearing sons, patriarchy canbe
seen to simultaneously provide very strong disincentives for childlessness. The
anthropologica literaureisrich with accounts of theintense pressureto bear childrento
which the young wife is subject upon entrance into her husband's family. Under such
circumstances, it isnot surprising that barrennessisamost universally viewed as”.. the
greatest curse for a woman, and the failure to bear a male child only a little less
intolerable." Moreover, generaly little distinction is made between women who aie
unsuccessful in bearing children and women who successfully bear children that sub-
sequently do not survive. Since pregnancy and childbearing are considered the woman's
domain, barrenness, and in particular the absence of sons, are viewed as the onus of the
wife, and frequently congtitute groundsfor separation, divorce, or even abandonment by
the husband. The consequences of any of these actions for the well-being of the wife
are usually severe, often relegating her to a difficult and marginal existence. The
fear of such sanctions, in societies where non-marital roles for women are virtually
non-existent, provides very strong inducements for childbearing among wives.
Patriarchy can thus be seen to generate an extremely powerful set of incentives and,
disincentives for women which collectively lead to very strong preferencesfor male
offspring.

In addition, by controlling women's accessto valued resources, patriarchy fostersthe
rddivdly complete dependence of women upon men for economic suppart and protection.
Under such conditions as Abdulleh and Zddendan note”... the support and protection of
mdes are the beds of a tdaable life for rrd women'® Patriachd sysems thus provide
grong incentives for women to have mde offgaring in order to reduce the risk of future loss of
such support. Faced with the likely prospect of eventual widowhood, in light of the
frequently considerable difference in ages between spouses and high rates of mortality
during adulthood, the presence of surviving sons is essantid to ensure adequiate suppart, if not
survival. In describing the plight of a widow in the North Indian village which they
studied, the Wisersnote: "If there are no survivors of her husband'sfamily to shelter her ad
shehas no sons, she considers herself doubly cursed.” Thus the pressures on young
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Wives toward pronadist preferences that assure a minimum number of sons are pavadve in
drongly patriarchd sodeties
TheL ocusof Reprodudive Dedson-Making

One consequence of the economic and socid dependence of women upon men is an
asymmetrica balance of power within the family, whereby with the exception of those areas
delegated to women by men, young wives maintain relatively little influence in basic areas of
familid decison-making. As our ealier discusson outlined, the pattern of marriage
prectices in patriarchal societies tends to reinforce the subordinate position of young wives.
While this relative powerlessness of wives extends to many areas of decison-making, it is
perhaps most pronounced in decisions related to fertility behaviour and contraceptive use,
ance these issues are closaly equated with female sexudity. Given the drict controls on
women's sexudity in patriarchal societies, wives are socidized to display little initiative in
aress related to reproduction and sexuality. This subordinate position of wives in reproductive
decision-making within the family can be seen to influence fertility behaviour in severd distinct
ways.

Firgt, the views of the husband and extended family members are likely to weigh heavily in
the formation of the young wife's own reproductive preferences, and it may frequently be the
case that wives adjust their preferences to conform to the desires of these other family members.
In addition, this balance of power within the family dictates that when a young wife's
reproductive views differ from those of her hushand or other extended family members, her
views are the least likely to prevail. Thus, even when a wife wishes to curtail childbearing,
oppodition by the husband or other family members - because of ther desire for more
children or ther objections to fertility limitation-will often be sufficient to ensure that
contraception is not adopted.

Yet these explandions are by themsdves insufficient to explain how wives relaive
powerlessness in reproductive decisons contributes to higher fertility, in light of our
corollary supposition that it is women who on average may hold somewhat higher fertility
preferences. In understanding how the powerlessness of wives contributes to higher fertility, a
third consequence must be considered: the deterrence of innovative behaviour by wives such
as the adoption of contraception. Wives are socidized to believe tha the initiative for such
actions redts largely with the husband or other family members. This reluctance or inability
to undertake autonomous or innovative behaviour often required to adopt contraception
assumes added significance when the pattern of conjugal interaction in patriarchal societies is
consdered.

As a result of the rigid system of sexud dratification which is a concomitant of
patriarchy, interaction between members of the opposite sex, including between marital
partners, is severdy redtrained if not atogether absent, paticularly for culturaly-sendtive
subjects such as reproduction. As Kingdey Davis has observed: "With the segregation of
roles, the gulf between the man's and the woman's world becomes so wide that communicaion
between husband and wifeis reduced to aminimum - particularly with reference to
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sexual topics, for the woman is supposed to have no knowledge or initiative in such
metters'® It is therefore unlikdy that spouses have either discussed or have knowdedge of
exch other’s regrodudtive preferences. In the aosence of explidt gpprovd or diredtives by
ther husbends-conditions nat presat for most of these woment it is unlikdy thet they will
undatake innovaive behavior such as contraceptive use, regardless of how moativated they
may beto limit fertility, since such actions are generally viewed asthe prerogative of the
hushand® Thus both womer's srong preferences for sons and their limited influence in
deddons auch as those rdaed to their own rgoroduction, contribute sgnificantly to higher
fertility in patriarchd sodeties

Empirical Evidence

In atempting to address an isse as broad as the rdaionship between patriacchy and high
fatility, a number of sources of empiricd evidence are consdared. Fird, the discusson will
drav upon the findings of other rdevat empiricdl sudies with paticdar emphesis given to
those caried ot in the South Asian region. In addition, we consder findings from a survey of
reproductive-aged women and thar husbends, conducted in rurd Uttar Pradesh, Indiain 1972,
as part of a larger study of the organizational determinants of family planning
programme performancein rural India. Semi-structured reinterviewswith asmall sub-
sample of these origina respondents constitute a third source of data which will be
considered. These reinterviews from one or both marital partners concerning aspects of
reproductive decision-making within the family were obtained in 1979 from arandom
subsample of 49 couples wio patidpated in the aigind aurvey. While thee rantaviens
focused primarily upon the husband and wife, when the involvement of other extended
family members appeared to be extensive, efforts were made to interview these other
membasaswal.

This study population is predominantly agrarian and subsistence-based with some
occupational specialization according to caste. The magjority of people are Hindu
although there is a Mudlim minority. A strict division of labor by sex exists with
women's activities confined primarily to domestic and household production. Purdahis
practiced and women'sisolation isintensified by the absence of adequate transportation
and communi cation networks linking villages. The educational level among villagers at
the time of the survey was generaly low, especialy in the case of women, with 87 percent
of the wives surveyed having no formal schooling. The mean age at marriage for women
in the survey was 12.8 years and that for initiation of co-residence with husband less
than 15 years, and marriages are aimost universally arranged. Levels of contraceptive
use were extremely low, and the total fertility rate at the time of the survey approached
eight children per couple.

Son Preference

Adde from intengve village dudes in South Ada, empiricd suppart for the assartion thet
womenindrictly patriarcha sodeties are comperativdy more pro-natdis asaresuit of son
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preference is surprisingly dender. While the pronounced preference for sons among
women in South Asa has been demonstrated in a number of studies’ the most
conclusve evidence for the existence of strong preferences for sons specifically among
women is obtained from fertility surveys which have directly compared the responses of
husbands and wives. A sudy in rurd Egypt found that wives were somewhat more
inclined than their husbands to continue childoearine until they were successful in
having both a firdt, and particularly a second, son. Moreover, the security and economic
support which children provide parents in old age was found to account for 38 percent of
the wives, but only 8 percent of the husbands, motives for high fertility. Where evidence
from the South Asian region is concerned, a dudy in the Tera region of Nepa reported
that wives on average desired over one child more than their husbands (4.2 vs. 3.1) and that
this difference was dmost entirely accounted for by thelr preferences for a higher ided
number of sons (29 vs. 2.0). Similarly, a smal survey in North India reported that wives
expressed a desire for a higher mean idedl number of children than their husbands (3.9 vs.
31), due largely to their desire for a higher number of sons (2.5 vs. 1.8). Based upon
informa interviews with couples who resided in rurd Bangladesh, Can noted that as
compared to ther husbands, wives were more ‘adamant’ about delaying the initiation of
contraceptive use until after the birth of at least two sons®

The results of the Kanpur survey from rura North India provide additional support for
the thesis that wives have higher fertility preferences than husbands (Table 1). It is
goparent that wives express preferences for a somewhat higher average number of
additiona children (1.3 vs. 1.2) and that this is largely the result of their preferences for a
higher mean number of additiond sons (1.0 vs. 0.8). While these differences between
spouses in the desire for additiona children are noteworthy, there is reason to believe
that these differentids between husbands and wives may be somewhat understated.
Smilarly, wives express ided family size preferences which ae dmost hdf a child
higher then ther husbands (40 vs. 35), with this difference accounted for in large
measure by ther desre for a higher idedl number of sons (26 vs 23). Sepaate
regresson anadyses demondrate that gender is a datidicaly sgnificant determinant of
reproductive preferences, and remains so after the effect of education is controlled

The differences between husbands and wives in reproductive strategies are perhaps most
evident in response to the following hypothetical question: "Suppose you had no sons and
continued to have daughters. Would you continue to try until you get a son, regardiess of
how many daughters you got, or would you stop when you had a certain number of
daughters?" As shown in Table 1, hushands are over twice as likely as wives to indicate that
they would stop trying to have a son after some number of daughters (62 vs. 30 percent). Atthe
same time, 43 percent of the sample of wives would continue to attempt to have a son
regardless of the number of daughters it would require, compared to only 20 percent of the
sample of husbands.
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Teble1: Hushends vs Wives Reorodudtive Preferences Uttar Pradesh, India

PrefarenceMeeare Husbands Wives
Idedl Number of Children (Mean)

Tad 35 4.0
Sos 2.3 2.6
Daughters 1.2 14

(N) (1775 (1556)°
Additiona Number of Children Desred (Mean)

Tod 12 13
Sos 0.8 1.0
Daughters 0.3 04

(N) (1463)° (1237)°
Importanceof Sons

Would Stop Trying ToGet A Son After Some 61%% R0
Numbe Of Daughters

After 1-2 Daughters H6% 14.8%
After 3+ Daughters 26.4% 15.7%
Would Try ToGet A SonRegadess 19.9% 43.5%
Uncartain 18.2% 26.0%
Tota 100.0% 100.0%
(N) (1862) (1848)

& Excludes 'N.A." and non-numerical responses.

bEXdLCB'NA.' and non-numerica responses sswdl asscoupleswhearethewifebdieved hersdlf tobeno

longer ferttile

Note: Sample sizes are generdly smaller for wives than husbands because a substantially larger number of

wivesprovided non-numerice responses

Comments such as the following from women in our study further illustrate both their
very strong preferences for sons as well as their extreme dependence upon male offspring for

support

| want two sons because there is no certainty about them surviving, and | have only

one son.

| should have another son, because awoman should have a least two sons.
| want two sons because if one becomes dull or week... we can have hope for the

other.

..nooreknowsabout degth, Whet will you dostiing doneif someof your dhitrende?
| nesdl onemoreson becausewhen my Lt iersget meried, then | will bewith anfpne

On.
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Nowomenissatidfied with theamount of money ar the number of sons
These findings are higly condgat with the hypothess thet petriardd soadies such as
rud Noth Inda encorege sronger prfarences far sons and mare highly pronddigt
reprodudiive dralegies among women. !
TheLocusof Reprodudtive DedsortMaking

The subject of thelocus of reproductive decision-making in patriarchal societies (or
dsawvhere) remans lagdy unexplored taran. Perhgps because the complexity of this issue
does nat reedily lend itsdf to dudy through conventiond sample survey goproeches, some of
the more illuminding evidence on this issue is dotaned through corddadtion of the
findings from oeda-pupose suveys ar ddaled anttrvopdogicd sudes Genadly, findings
from such dudes condgatly demongrae tha women ae frequently powerless
compared to thar husbands where reproductive dedsons are concamed. For example, a
aurvey of 275 womenin rurd Bangladesh who hed undergone tubectomies reveded thet in 96
percat of the cases both the husbend and mather-inaw hed granted thar permission for the
wife to undargo the gparaion. Moreover, in a complementary falow-up sudy of 175 rurd
Bangadesh women who had ealier expressad a dedire to dotain a tubectomy, but had
subsequently failed to appear at the clinic, roughly 70 percent reported that their
husbends disoouraged them from having the operation and 52 peroant ated oppostion by the
hustend as the primary fadtor benind their falure to fdlow through on the procsdure’ In
aummaizng the resits of her anttrvopdogicd ressarch in a villege in ruid North Indig,
Keayun Goud conduded thet"... communication in sexud metters flows from the mdes to
the ferdes and amnpheds in the goposte diredionrhoping thet a mativated wife could
parsuade her hushend to use contreceptives-hes petently failed to bear frut” Evidence from
aher devdoping sodedlies suggests thet the subordinete postion of women in reproductive
deddontmekingisnat limited sldy to Souh Asa

Examingion of data from the Narth India case sudy interviews uneguivocdly conveys a
dmilar impresson of genad powalesness of wives rdaive to thar husdends in the
ghare o reprodudive benaviour® As the fallowing comments from women in our sudy
Ugoes, uch powverlesess is manifet in behavior ranging from acogptance of the
husbendsvienpaint to domingtion by the hussend when thewife hads differing views:

My husbend says thet we do nat want more children, but we will nat use family

plaming
to domingion by the husbend when thewife hd ds diffeing views:

| do nat wart any more children, but my hustend says he can feed many children, 0

| shoud nat wony about it If | wished to adopt family planing, my husbend

would nat bring any method for me

My husbend wanted two sons S0 he farbede me to use family planning. | did nat

want ay more children dter the third, but wheat could | do... My hushend refusad to get

anopaaion.



158 Mided A. Koanigand GillianH.C. Foo

to the datarence of innovaive lehaviour by wives like the adoption of contreception and the
corresponding bdief thet the prerogative for such adtions lieswith the husbend:
Women... face the prablems having mare children... They become week having more
childreen, but it is up to the husband to teke the dedson to adopt family plamning.
Today evaybody thinks about having two or three children, but the husbend hes to
facewhether they should havemore or less
It isthe husbends dedson whether to have mare o less
While the dominart postion of husbends in reprodudive dedsonmeking may encourage
pro-netdig outcomes through the mechenisms we have destribed, it d<o provides them with the
pove to manddte the use of contraception when they are mare highly mativated to limit
fetility. The fdloning datemat from a husbend in our sudy illudrdes this pant more
fuly:
Like any ather women in our village my wife wes drad of dailizaion.. She sad it
was natpossible for her to have the operation. | condstently tald her about my view thet
if we hed no more children, it would be essier for me to rase the ather children. She
was convinced only after much time, and then finally agreed to have the
Qpardion
TheRdeaf the Extended Family

Although the above discusson hes focusad on the dynamics of rgroductive dedsion:
meking beween hudtend and wife, deddons about such meters in the soddy under
conddaation ae ganadly not confined to the conjugd dyad dore Inded, while it hes
long been recognized thet in trediiond sodelies such as rurd North India the primary
economic and decision-making unit is often the larger extended family, the extent of
invavemet o influence of extended family membas in the rgorodudive dedsons and
behaviour of the couple has been largdy overlodked. Although the ressons for this ovardght are
complex, an important contributing fedtor may be continuing skeptidam ebout the aciud
prevdence of extended families in treditiond sodeies and corespondingly, the bdief thet this
living arangement may, in fact, represant more a sddom-olatained ided then aredlity insuch
adies Fom the dandpaint of reprodudive dedson-meking, however, there are reasons
to believe that the prevalence, and at the very least the importance, of the extended
family have been markedy underesimeted.

Onefadtor contributing to the underestimetion of the prevalence of extended familieshes

been thetendency to overlook the dynamic neture of family srudureitsdlf. Family

drudurein soaeieslikerurd Indaisdosdy tied tothelifecydeof thecouple o thet
ocoudestypicaly progressfrominitial pertidpetion in extended familiesto eventud separaion
inother oan living unit® Asarest, snoea any gven timeonly aportion of thesecouples
aelikdy to beresding in extended families congdaration of thisissuefromacross:

sdtiond rather then a.cohort perspective will tend to underdtate the extent to which couples

have ever pattidpeted in extended arangaments Asaniillustration, whileanly 48 percert of

the couplesin our aurvey from rurd Indiawere dassified asresding in extended
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families a the time of the survey, over 90 percent reported having resided with the husband's
family for a least some period of time after their mariage. From the standpoint of
reproductive decison-making, the key issue is that for a sgnificant portion of the earlier
dages of marriage, and often extending throughout most of their reproductive years, couples are
likely to participate in extended family arrangements. In this regard, a study in rurd South
India has estimated that two-thirds of al births to women in their sample occurred during the
time the couple resided with the husband's parents.®

A second contributing factor has been the dmost exclusive emphasis of researchers upon
the criterion of residence in defining family structure. Co-residence in surveys has typicaly
been defined as the sharing of a common cooking hearth, and while this arrangement is
prevaent in traditiond societies, it is aso frequently the case that relatives live in separate
dwellings but in close proximity to one ancther, shaing a mutua set of obligations and
economic activities® As severd authors have noted consderation of residence adone may
markedly understate both the prevalence and significance of the extended family, since co-
residence i s but one aspect of the larger dimension of influence ad authority anong family
members™

While there have to date been no systemdtic investigations of the role of extended family
members in reproductive decison-making, there is limited evidence from a variety of
societies suggesting that this role may frequently be considerable. A study in urban Iran
found that members of the extended family-usualy mothers-in-lav-were often actively
involved in the fertility and family planning decisions of the couple irrespective of whether
they resided with them. Although the atitudes of these family members toward fertility
I|m|tat|on varied widely, they tended on the whole to be more pro-natalist than either marital
partners Based on their review of culture and fertility in India, the anthropologists M.N.
Srinivas and E.A. Ramaswamy concluded that . the woman has control over the reproductive
career of her daughter-in-law, but not her own." % Results from other studies of reproductive
decison-making in developmg societies underscore the importance of extended  family
membersin thisarea™

It is apparent from an examination of our case Sudy data that, while by no means

universa, members of the extended family often actively intervened in virtualy al decisons
which affect the couple's reproduction, and that their opinions generally carried considerable
weight. Such involvement took place whether the couple resided jointly or on their own, and
mogt commonly assumed the form of more senior femde relatives influencing the behaviour
of the wife. The following @mments, from the perspective of wivesin our study, illustrate the
considerable authority which these senior family members wield in the sphere of reproduction:

| do not want more children, but | am not free to take any decisions. If my mother-
in-law dlows me to, only then can | adopt family planning..If | take any decisons
now, everybody would say something about me—that | do not obey my in-laws. |
cannot do whatever | want-whatever my mother-in-law saysisright.

The children which | have now are enough... My sister-in-lav wanted me to have a
daughter... After getting a daughter, | got the operation.
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My matha-irHaw wants us to have one more son. She does nat wart me to adopt
family planning, but my husbend wantsto after onemore son.
A smila impresson is dotaned fram conddaration of commants by seniar farde family
mambasthemsdves
| will dlow my soris or deughta-inlaw's gperaion when someone will guarantee
ga they will nat die dter the oparaion... | dweays forbid the adoption of family
anrg
A woman should have & leedt three to four sons | want my [younger] Sder-irHaw to
havemoresons..| do not wart her to adopt family planning.

| want my daughter-inlaw to have one more son... If Someone can assre me about
the sucoess of the oparation, | would pamit my deughter-inHaw to get atubectomy.
It is better to have mare children.. It is Gods will whether to give children or nat.. |
will nat dlow them [son o daughte-inaw] to adopt family planing - nether the
gparaion nor to take any medidne
It should be emphedzad thet these extended family membars ware nat dways unifomiy in
favour of high or unlimited fetility. As the fdlowingdatements suggest, while nat favouring
amd families thesefamily membasmay often besuppartive of efartsto limit fertility:
| do nat want more children.. Even my mather-intlaw is drad of me having more
childen. If someone hes a large family, the dhildren will never teke care of thar
pearents
It is better to have fewer children so thet we can provide for them. | dso have three
children, 301 do not wart 0 many children for my deughnter-in-aw.
This eqanded loas of rgrodudtive  deddortmekinpwhether pro- or anti-natdist in
aientaion+is perhgps best summearized by onewomenin our sudy:

Adoption of family planning depends upon mery parsons besdes my husoand ad
mysdf.

While this ingbility of wives to undateke innovaive behavior such as the adoption of
contracgption can be traced to the rdative powerlessness of young wives within the family, itis
ranforced by the goetid immaklity of women in this region. Snce travd done by women
outsde the village is conddered soadly unecogptable, and Snce digances to family pamning
dincs ae dten ocoddadde oppotunities for women to adopt  contraception
autonomoudy are limited, and the cooparation of the husbend o other family mambars is
generdly reouired i contraoeption isto be obtained ®

TheLifeCydeand Familid Autharity

Theforegaing disousson hesnat beenintended to imply thet wives are compledy hdplessin
tamsof ther influencein besc familid deasonssuch asreprodudion. If thiswerethecase,

it would bedifficut to recondlethis portrait of wivesasurvaryingy mesk and

subsavient with other accounts of women as dominesring mothersinHlaw and metriarchs
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Raher, as we noted ealier, the familid authority which women possess is dosly linked to
the life cyde ad in paticda, to thar ddlity to bear offgxing, expeddly mde offgring.
Improvemats in the postion and authority of women within the family can thus be seen to
come about graduly with incressing age and the hirth of children® As Adtian Mayer hes
observed: "... in all households, thewoman'srole changgafrom that of awife, in aweak
postion, to that of a mather, in a much sronger one” ~ This paint is expressed somewheat
more forcefully be Iravati Karve in her destription of kinship organization in North India "It
is not rare to sse women, who were nathing but mesk entities blossom out into postive
personditiesin their middle-aged widowhood, or boss over the weak old husbandinthe
latter part of maried life" ° The important pairt, in tems of understanding the significance of
patriarchy for the locus of reprodudtive dedison-meking, is thet the authority of wives is for
the mog pat doddy tied to the life cyde, and thus for much of their reprodudtive life, or at
least during their most fertile years, wives are likely to occupy asubordinaterole inthis
gohererdaiveto their husbend and ather family members

Condugon

The dyjedtive of this pgper has been to ddinegte how patriarchy, and the system of gender
rdaions which it defines contributes diredly or indiredly to higher maitd fetility in rurd
North India Empiricdl evidence hes been presanted to support the hypotheses thet patriarchd
sydems encourage larger family szes by providing soedd incertives among women for
beating @ minimum number of sons and by maintaining a sysem of familid dedson-making
which relegates women to a subordinate position in key areas such as their own
reproduction for much of thar married life

One consequence of patriarchy isthusits promotion of sufficiently high reproductive
gods as to pogpone or predude the need for use of contraception among many couples A
second and perhaps more substantial way inwhich patriarchy leadsto higher fertility is
through its effect upon contraceptive behaviour. Among the large group of women who
reach or exceed their reproductive goals, patriarchy detersinnovative and autonomous
behaviour by women such as tha reguired to adopt contracaption, and encourages acquies-
cence of wives to other family members who may be less favouradly disposad to the idea of
fertility limitation.

Sovard ises which we have raised concaming the rdationship between patriarchy and
reproductive behaviour require further elaboration. First, while our focus has been onthe
effects of patriarchy upon the gatus of women, we a the same time recognize thet patriarchd
systems aso have important implications for the reproductive behaviour of males. In
particular, the enhanced economic and social value of sons, and the corresponding lower
vdue of daughters can be seen to gengrae srong prfarences for sons and larger families
among men aswdl aswomen.

Second, in our arguments, we have stressed the contribution of patriarchy tohigher,
rather than unrestricted, family size preferences and fertility among rural North Indian
ocoples The avdlable evidence sugoests that by the ealy 19805 avarage ided family sze
preferencesin North Indiahed moved toward anorm of roughly 3.5 children, aproduct of
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preferencesfor dightly more than two sons and more than one daughter.®* Average
completed family Sze in Narth India duing the same paiod, in conirad, ranged between
five and sx chlden pa family, inplying subdantid demend and unmet nead far family
planingsavicss

Third and rdaedy, it hes nat been our intention to argue thet petriardy is necessaly
incompetible with contreogive ad  fatility limitetion behavior, oy thet within mis
context, pedd efarts ae likdy to be reguired. The expaience of a number of ather
programmes in the region, Such as the Mallab programme in Bangladesh, have convindngly
demondraed that even under extrame patriacdd condiions dharadterized by vay low
gqaus of vomen, large numbears of couples are nongthdess willing to use family planing
Fvices® The suooess of such programmes hinges to a conddereble degree on the extart to
which the subordingte and condrained position of women in these sattings is recognized, and
exdidtly bult into programme design to reduce the barriers to contraceptive adoptionHby
increedng  acessibility  through outreech svicss reauiting femde savice providars
adivdy intevening with the husbend ad athe family mambas to suppart the wifés
decision to restrict fertility, providing clients a choice of contraceptive methods and
continuing to support them after acogptance when complications aise™ Such spadd
effats while more intendve and more codly, may be essatid to overcome the gpeaid
barmersto contraoeptive usewhich petriarchy posesfor women.

The mecheniams which we have outlined in this peper are nat limited soldy to patriarche
deties uch as rud North India In many if nat mogt devdoping soaeies a woman's
prestige and daus are to some dagyree detamined by her reprodudtive capedities Smilaly, an
a/mmelricd belance of power within the family wherdby women oooupy a subordingte
podtion in aess uch as reprodudive dedsontmeking is dharedgidic of devdoping
adiesin genard. BEven within the predominently Idamic bdt exending from Narth Africato
South Ada extendve vaidion exigs in the extant to which eech of these fectors operates.
Howeve, it is in soddies such as rud Narth India-- dharaderized by a tradiiond agratian
eoonomy, arigid sygem of drdificaion on the bedis of s, and an dmost complete aosance of
nonfamilid rdes for womenthat these factors ae likdy to be mogt in evidencg, ad ther
implicationsfor fertility to bemost pronounced.
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