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Factors Associated with Female Age at Marriagein Pondicherry

CA RE for the girl child—the message aimed to propagate against the gender specific

2dd eils for igancg infaidde child mamiage dowry, widowhood, illiteracy, in
genad to improve the low daus of women in the soddy, gans momentum recatly. Lang
beck in 1971, a Committee on the daus of women in India (CSWVI) hed bean gopanted by the
Government of India to undertake a comprehensive examination of al the questions
rdding to the rights and datus of women, in the conted of dhanging sodd and economic
condiions in the counry and new prablens rdaing to the advencamat of women. As a firg
step, the Government of Indiais on the move to find the ways and means to improve the
stuation of femae education, their employment opportunities and increase their age at
mariege Out of the vaious messures adopted by the Govemmat o Inda to improve the
daus of women, the one which nesds immediate atantion is raisng the femde age a& marage
Since, marriage is the starting point, from which the process of spacing and stopping of
births through family planning begins, the age at which a female marries thus becomes a

metter of primeimportance
Ageat Marriagein India

None can deny-the fact that, over the years the mde and farde age & mariage is on the
continuous increes2 The recat Nationd Family Hedth Suvey (1995) dows a sap dedine
(compered to 1971,1981) in the proportion of manied fardes in the agegouwp of 15 to 19
yaas For indancg the paroatage of femdes maried in the age-group of 15 to 19 for India
(excuding Assam), dedined from 554 per oat in 1971 to 391 pe oat in 1993 The memn
aged mariagefor famdes hasinareased from 159 yearsin 1961 to 200 yearsin 1993,
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For males, the mean age at marriage hasincreased from 21.9 yearsin 1961, to 25.0 yearsin
198

Due to the increee in the age & mariage, there is a progressve redudtion in the peroantage
of dild mariegss in Inda For indancg in 1961 the paoatage of maried mdes ad
femdes in the age-goup o 1014 is 660 ad 1922 repadivdy, which came down to 230
and 6.59 respedtivey, in 1981

Though, the Govemman can teke the aadit of increesing the marriage age the fadt thet the
practice of child marriage gtill existsin some States like Rgjasthan, Tamil Nadu and Andhva
Pradeh canat be denied Even today, 10000 children are united even now in mariage on a
paticla day cdled "Akhyaeg" in Rgaghan. Thus the prddem of ealy age & mariege in
Idg is vay complex in ndure Its compledty lies in the higoricd mooings  treaditiond
sodo-cuturd pradices and ather sodid problemslike bride price

To remove the dhild marriages that exiq in some parts of Inda and to educate the pegple to
marry a a later age, the Government of India has enacted Child Marriage Redtraint
Amadmat Ad in 1978, which presibes the minimum age a maniage for boys ad gils as
21 ad 18 yeas rexpedtivdy. But the legdation thet hes ben franed and ae in operaion dill
now, hes hed only a dight effect on the mariege timing. Ressardhers in gengd, fed thet the
vaidion in the fande age & mariage may be due to the vaidion in the damogrgohic, sodo-
economic ad devdopmetd  vaidbles This pgper examines the vaious fadors tha ae
asndaed with thefemde agea mariegein therurd and urben aress

Conceptual Framework for the Study of Female Age at Marriage

CULTURAL FACTORS MARRIAGE AGE
RELATED TO ‘
MARRIAGE

FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS ——————T

INDIVIDUAL CHARACTERISTICS

The framework is composed of inter-related block of factors. It proceeds in sequential
fahion from, Family, Indvidd, Cutud fedos ad Farde Mariege Age Ths expans
thet, the family ad the indvidud daedaidics will dfedt the mariage age diredly ad
dsindredly, through the culturd factorsrdated to marriage

The fird blodk condgs of familid deradaidics of the populaion, which indudes parents
education, parents occupation, family type, religion and caste. In the next block the
individual characteristics are considered. The variables that are included in this block
ae

(i) the age at menarche,
(i) duration of marriage,
(iii) education,
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(iv) cooupetion,
(v) childhood place of residence, and
(vi) order of kirth of theindividLdl.

The third block rdding to the cuturd factors condst of age difference batwen the Soouses
rdaiondip of ousss ie, whaher consanguineous o nonrconsanguinenus, type of mariage
ie, whaeher aranged o love mariagg maching of horosoope, fixaion of domy  amount/
amount spent on marriage and the role of the bride in the decision making regarding the
sHediondf groom.

The find blodk shows the dependat vaigble the mariage age It gives an idea about the
ae a which fande ae maried in the dfferat sodo-economic and demogrgphic contexts of
the dudy aea The opadion o family ad indvidd deradaidics in influedng the
mariage age can be explained asbdow:

For indance if the parats are highly educated then they will be in a postion to undadand the

dsdvatages of ealy mariage and hence may podpone the mariage age of ther

deughter. Moreover, they may give a dience to thar daughter to dedde her mariage age
ad even if they dedde will odinitdy ssek the opinion of the deughter, which to an edat
will pave way for increesing the age & mariage Smilaly, if the famde is educated, then
she will be in a padtion to thnk of the advantages of the lae mamiage and hence may

podpore ha mariege Futhe, her eduction will dso hdp he to come out of the dd

tradition of consanguineous marriage and to seek for better spouse outside her circle,

which will genadly tke its ovn time ad thadyy automdicdly pospone her mariage
age Thus the family and indvidud charadteridics of the community/sodely dfedts diredly as
wdl asindiredly thefamde agea mariage

The influence of the cultural factors on age at marriage can be expressed that, as the
community/society ill holds its grip on the traditional attitude regarding marriage age,
lower will be the farde age & mariage For indance the prevdence of domy in the soddy
mekes the parants to sdtie the daughter’s marriage soon, dnce it is fdt that, as the age of the gi
increeses, her vdue in the mariage market dedines and hence they have to pay higher  dowry
in ode to sle ha marieage Moreove, the tradiiond bdief of the soddly towards metching
the horosoope ddays the mariege age of the femde in cae the gl hes ay bed luck or
“thousam" in her horosoope This may be due to the fadt thet, the gl with bed ludk or
"thousam' hes to be madhed with the boy who hes the sare type of "thousam' in his
horosoope This searching process takes its own time and hence may dday the marmiage age of
the femde Thus the adturd fadtors rdaed to mariage will influence the mariage age of the
femde In brid, ths conogoiud framework defines a dan o influence whereby the soad
dructure dfectsthefandeagea mariege

SHection of the Sudy Area

In the Indan contedt, dudies in damogrgahy, in gengd, foous manly on daes s wnit of
observation rather than the Union Territories. With thisidea, the Union Territory of
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Pondicherry is selected as the place of research. The sdection of this Union Territory in
paticuar is many due to the resson thet it was under the Franch Regime for a long time and
hence would be intereding to know the peoples dtitude towards vaious demogrgphic issues
ad age & mariege in paticda. Within the Union Tertary of Pondchary, thee ae four
ddrids namdy, Ponddhary, Mahg Yanam ad Kaakd. Among thee digrids Pondichary
ddricc oocoupies a gede paoatage of aea (293 g9 km) foloved by Kaakd, Yanam ad
Mahe in the order. Hence, this district is selected as the unit of observation to study the
problem dated ealier, anong thefour drias of the Union Tanitary of Pondichany.

Snee the am o the ressarch is to sudy the rrd and urben vaidions in the farde age at
marriage, it is decided to select a commune which is completely rural and a commune
which is complady uben. Hence a rud commure is sHeded far the dudy among the rurd
communesaf Pondicharry didrict onthebegsof thefdloning aiteia

(i) a commune with low proportion of rura population served by educationa
amenities, and

(i) acommune, where the proportion of rura population served by the approach of
puccaroed islow.

With the knoMedge thet the commune which stidies the above aiteia will dill hdd its
rud tredtion, Bahowr commure is Hedted The pacatage of villages saved by educa
tiond (6906) as wdl as wdl & the goproech by pucca roed (54.76) in Bahowr commune is
low as compared to res of the communes On the athe hand, the Pondichary commune
which enjoys the highest priority of being the headquarters of the Union Territory of
Pondichary, is sdected to represant the urben commune

Informetion from 450 dighle women (Who ae curatly manied) ae cdledted, with the
equd represmtaion from the rud (225 and uben (225) aess of Pondichary. Muthidpet
wad (eed) within Pondichary commure is sedad randomly far the ogedive of studying
the urban areas. From the Bahour commune, two villages namey Sdimedu and
Kudiiruppupalayam are sdected randomly to obtain the sample of 225 digible women.
Fom the survey, the fdlowing sodo, economic and demogrgohic vaiadles are adledted and are
meesUred ssparady for therurd and urben aress (Table 1).

The vaiable perentd bed<ground, tekes into acoount both education and employmat of the
pererts ad the proosdure adopted for the computation of this variadle is given in Appendix 1. The
avaae age & mariage for the dove metioned explanatary vaiddes are given in Tables 2
and 3, respectively for the rural and urban areas. One way Analysis of Variance (ANOVA)
is goplied to underdand whether there is ay dgnificat difference in meen age & mariege
batwean various categories of the explandary vaiables

The results of ANOVA show that, in the rura areas, except the variables like type of
mariege rdigon and cede a sgnificant difference is dbsarved in the age & marriage betwean
various categories of rest of the selected variables. In case of urban areas too, amost the
same picture prevails, except in case of the variables like female birth order and type of
mariage, whae the age & mariage is not found to be daidicaly dfferent bewean ther
vaiouscaegories
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TABLE1: EXPLANATORY VARIABLESAND THEIR MEASUREMENTSBY RESIDENCE
Variables Measur ement
Rural Urban
Ageda Menarche <=\2 <=12>12
>12
Femal€e's Birth Order 1 1
otherthan1 otherthan1
Durdionof Mariage <15 <=15
>15 >15
Femal€e's Childhood Place of Rural Rurd
Residence Urban Urban
Rdigion Hindu Hindu
Mudim Mudim
Chridien Chridian
Cagte Fowad Forwad
Backwad Backwad
Mog Backward Most Backward
Female's Education Illiterate Illiterate
Educated (bdow Midde) Educated (bdow Midde)
Educated (Middeand above) Educated (Middleand above)
Rdation between Consanguineous Consanguineous
SoousssheforeMarriage Nor+consanguineous Nor-consanguineous
AgeDifference <=4 <=4
between Spouses >4and<=8 >4and<=8
>8 >8
Female's Family Nudesr Nudesr
TypebeforeMarriage Nomnnudesr Nonnudesr
Typeof Mariage Arranged Arranged
Loe Love
Bad Luck in Femal€e's No No
Horosoope Yes Yes
Female's Opinion regarding the Not consulted Not consulted
Spouse before Marriage Conaulted Conaulted
Female's Occupation Unemployed Unemployed
Employed (treditiondl) Employed (traditional)
Employed (modem) Employed (modam)
Parent's Socio-Economic Low (<=2) Low (<=4)
Score High (> 24) High (>4 +)
Total Amount <=3000 <=100000
Spent on Marriage 3001-8000 100001-200000
a1+ 200001+
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TABLE 2 : CORRELATES OF FEMALE AGE AT MARRIAGE : RURAL

Variables Female age at marriage  F Sig. of F
Age & Menarche

<=12 16.69(125)

>12 17.63 (100) 1076 0000
Female Education

lliterete 17.15(144)

Educated (bdow midde) 17.35 (28)

Educeted (midde& above) 1953 (53) 1475 0000
Female Occupation

Unemployed 17.39(148)

Employed (traditiondl) 174159

Employed (modem) 20.17(18) 708 0010
Female Family Type

before Marriage

Nudesr 17.84(116)

Nornudesr 16.95 (100) 13.30 [000¢]
Female Birth Order

1 16.75 (79)

otherthan1 17.77(146) 1576 oot
Type of Mariage

Arranged 17.41 (201)

Loe 17.38 (24) 001 D56
Relation between Spouses

before Marriage

Consanguineous 16.96(121)

Non-Consanguineous 17.93 (104) 15.67 (0001
Seen Husband before

Marriage

Yes 17.36(174)

No 1759 (51) 050 4445
Parents Socio-Eoonomic Soore

Low(<=2) 17.13(152)

High (2+) 18.00 (73) 10.93 0011
Religion

Hindu 17.42(192)

Muslim 17.28 (18)

Christian 1740 (15) 103} %0
Caste

Foved 17.84 (56)

Badwad 17.31(122)

Most Backward 1715 (47) 206 138
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Age Difference
between Spouses

<=4 17.18(44)
>4but<=8 16.97(114)
>8 16.25 (67) 11.67 .0000

Bad Luck in the

Female Hor ocscope

No 17.10(200)

Yes 19.92 (25) 62.67 .0000

Whether Consulted
Girl's Opinion before

Marriage
No 1769(103)
Yes 17.74(122) 4.20 .0416

Total Amount Spent
on Marriage

<=3000 17.06(87)

3001-8000 17.38(72)

8001+ 17.91 (66) 3.89 .0219
Duration of

Marriage (in yrs)

<=15 17.60(164)

>15 16.89 (61) 6.52 .0114

Female Childhood

Place of Residence
Rurd 17.38(211)
Urben 1925 (14) 387 0503

Note : Figuresin brackets represent the respective sample Sizes.

However, the conclusons drawn on the bass of an explanatory varisble may be different
when it acts dong with a set of other explanatory variables in explaining the variation in the age
a& mariage. Hence, in order to underdand the importance of these variables when taken
together in explaining the variation in the age a marriage, Discriminant Anaysisis applied.

An Analyssof Female Age at Marriage Using Discriminant Technique

In the study population, it is observed that there is a difference in between the rura
(17.41 years) and urban (19.79 years) femae age at marriage. Moreover, within the rural
ad uben aess itdf, fev have high ad atheas have low age & mariage For ingance in
rud aess the age a& mariage ranges from 13 to 23, while in urben aress it ranges from 15 to
27 yeas of age With this to an edat it can be panted out thet, the two groups may be
having different sodo-economic and demogrgphic charaderidics whichmight haveresuited
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TABLE 3: CORRELATES OF FEMALE AGE AT MARRIAGE : URBAN

Variables Female age at marriage F Sig. of F

Age at Menarche

<=12 19.24 (100)
>12 20.23 (125) 68l .0097
Female Education
lliterate Ecducated (pdowmidde)  17.49 (37)
Educated (midde& above) 18.42 (65)
21.21 (123) 20 .0000
Female Occupation
Unemployed 18.72(154)
Employed (traditiondl) 21.14 (30)
Employed (modem) 23.06 (41) 5672 .0000

Female Family type
before Marriage

Nudear 20.95 (99)

Non-nudeer 18.88(126) 290 .0000
Female Birth Order

1 19.65 (207)

atherthan1 19.85(160) 023 6302
Type of Mariage

Arranged 19.75 (207)

Loe 20.22 (18) 044 -5076
Relation between Spousesbefore

Marriage

Consanguineous 18.20 (80)

Non-Consanguineous 20.67 (145) 4578 .0000
Seen Husband before Marriage

Yes 19.93 (205)

No 18.35 (20) 567 0183
Parents Socio-Economic Score

Low (<=4) 18.64(118)

High (4+) 21.06(107) 47N .0000
Religion

Hindu 19.76 (205)

Muslim 18.33 (9

Chrigtian 2164 (11) 353 .0310
Caste

Forward 20.32(124)

Badwed 1920 (82

Most Backward 1889 (19) 49 0076
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Age Difference

between Spouses

<=4 21.85 (13)

>4but<=8 19.78(153)

>8 19.36 (59) 412 o1s
Bad Luck inthe

FemaleHor oscope

No 19.44(179)

Yes 21.15 (46) 13.74 0003

Whether Consulted
Girl's Opinion before

Marriage

No 1852 (81)

Yes 20.51 (144) 27.87 .0000
Total Amount Spent

on Marriage

100001-200000 20.22 (58)

200000 + 20.32 (57) 3% 0368
Duration of Marriage

(inyrs)

<=15 20.23 (179)

>15 18.09 (46) 233 .0000
Female Childhood

Place of Residence

Rural 1823 (%)

Urban 20.99(127) 65.84 .0000

Note : Figures in brackets represent the respective sample sizes.

in dfferertid femde age & mariage Thadore to know the effedt of the sdected explanatory
vaiddes in dsaiminding the farde age & maniage the ue of dsximinat andyds beocomes
uavodsdle

For the same the dsiminat andyss is usad kegping the uben and rud famde age &
marriage as the dependent variable. Here, the low age at marriage refers to the marriage
within 17 years ad the age & mariage above 19 years ae tamed as high. Thus kegaing, the
ae d& mariegge as low and high, dsyiminat andyss is goplied spaady for the rud and
urben aress.

Results of Discriminant Analysis

Asafirg gepin daiving thedsaiminant fundion, themeensand sandard devigtions of dl
theexplanatory vaiddesare cdauaed, partaining to those of low and high egea marriage
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The difference bawean the meen vaues for the two groups i.e, low and high ege & mariege, for
dl te eqpanatary vaiddes ae gven in Tables 4 and 5. In order to find out the Sgnificance of the
difference in means of dl explanatory variables, Z test is used and the singificance of the
difference in means are tested at 1 and 5 per cent level of significance. This procedure is
adopted separately for rural and as well as for the urban areas.

TABLE 4 : GROUP MEANS OF THE DISCRIMINATING VARIABLES FOR THE EARLY AND LATE
AGEAT MARRIAGE: RURAL

Discriminating Variables Group Z - value
Group 17 or less Group 19 +

Age at menarche (v 1) 0.7000 0.9310 36900
Female's birth order (v2) 0.5539 07931 27126¢
Duration of marriage (v3) 13385 12414 10669

Female's childhood place of 0.0077 0.0690 12640
residence (v4)

Religion (v5) 12077 11035 11647

Caste (v6) 1962 17586 14953

Female's education (v7) 0.3692 0.9655 34043
Relationship between
spouses before marriage (v8) 0.3846 07931 4.6582¢
Age difference between

spouses(v9) 0.9385 13448 28049
Female's family type before

marriage(v1 O) 05602 02759 30871
Type of marriage (v 11) 1.1000 2000 377
Bad luck in female's 908
horoscope (v 12) 0.0308 0 5
Female's role in decision making 41D

. 0.5862
about spouse (v 13) 0.5692 19034
J H 1
Female's occupation (v!4) 0.3000 02069 33071
Parental background of female (v!5) 0.2539
0.5862 28%6*

Total amount spent for marriage (v!6) 0.8308

Note : * referssignificance at .01 level.

Intherurd aress asshownin Table4, sgnificant differences are cbsarved, inthegroup
meansdf variddlesuch as agea menardhe, famde education, rdaiondhip of gooussshkefore
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mariage, the age difference beween goousss famdes family type before mamiage bed luck in
the fardes harosoope, famdées rde in deddon meking ebout her patner ad the paats
socio-economic status, between those with low and high age at marriage. Among these
vaiades the mariage type and the age dfference bawean the goouses contradidts the generd
bdief thet, those who hed love mariage will have higher age a& mariege and the age difference
betwean the gpouses being higher, lower will bethe agea marriage Further, in caseof rurd

TABLE 5: GROUP MEANS OF THE DISCRIMINATING VARIABLES FOR THE EARLY AND LATE

AGE AT MARRIAGE : URBAN

Disriminatingvariables Groupmeans Z-value
Groupl7orles Group 19+
Agea menarche (V) 04138 06500 29160
Famdeshirthorder (v2) 0632 Q770 15143
Duration of marriage (v3) 1.3276 1.0600 40008
Femdeschildhood
place of residence (v4) 01724 08100 100187
Religion (v5) 1.0517 1.1900 21061**
Caste (v6) 1.6552 1.4600 1.7298
Femdéseducation (v7) 08133 1.7700 90075+
Relationship between spouses before 04138 08400 56861+
marriage (v8)
Age difference between spouses (v9) 1.3448 1.1200 25689+
Femaes family type before marriage 08276 0330 6.7200
(vVIO)
Type of marriage (vI1) 1.0690 1.1100 08912
Badluck infemaéshorasoope(v12) 0132 02200 2348+
Femdésrdeindedsonmekingebout 04310 Q770 LA
spouse(v13)
Femdésocoupeation (v14) 00820 09100 898500
Parenta beckground of femde(v15) 0152 06300 78230
Totd anountpentonmarriage(vl) 06036 08500 1.8696

Note: *Refasdgnificancea Ol levd.
**Refersdgnificanceat (Glevd.
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aress, it is observed that, those who belong to the higher order births and whose cost of
mariageishigh, show high proetillity of having late aged mariage

The group means for urban areas show that, except for variables like female order of
hith, cade type of mariege ad the cog of maniage rex of the vaiddes ae donficaly
dfferet for the two groups ie, betwen those with low and high ad age & mariage The
vaiddes with dgnificat diffeece in goup meas reved tha those with high menade
ag lov dudion of mariege who pad mog of the dhildhood days in an urben ares, who
bdog to ahe then Mudim community, bang higly educded, with non-consanguineous
rddion before mariege ad a low age-ggp bawean soouses will be with high age & mariege
Futhe, those who ae from a nudear family, having bed luck in the horosoope have a mgor
rde in deadng thar patna, eggad in professond wak, having parets with high sodo-
economic status, also belong to the group with high age at marriage. Thus, the observed
dfferences between the means for urben and rurd aress reved, whether a femde will mary a
an ealy o lae age with regpet to the Heded explanatary vaiadles In addition, to know which
combirgtion of vaigbles ssam to dsoimingte in a better way bawean the two groups e, low
ad hgh age & mariage futher reslts of the dsoiminat andyds ae dscussed sgparady
for rurd and urben aress

Results of Rural Analysis

The dasdfication resut shows thet, 93 per cat of the grouped casss ie, low and high age a
mariege ae ocoredly dasdfied (Teble 6). Among the two groups the peroatage coredly
dassfiedishighest for thosewith low agea marriage, thenwho maried & alater age

TABLE 6 : CLASSIFICATION RESULTS OF THE EARLY AND LATE AGE AT MARRIAGE : RURAL

Actual group No. of cases Predicted group membership
0 1

Group 0 130 126 4

(eged marriage<=17) (BP0 (31%)

Group 1 29 7 2

(egeamariage>19) (241%) ()

Per cent of 1 "grouped"” cases correctly classified : 93.08 %
Eigenvalue=1.86

Chi - Square =159.85 (p< .001)

Canonical Correlation* 0.8066

In order to undergtand the contribution of these exploraiary variailesto the deiamining
scores on the function, the standardised canonical discriminant function, is used. The
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standardised canonica discriminant function tells, larger the magnitude the greater is that
vaiaes conribuion in dsyiminging lov ad high age & mariege The resdts dow the
among the selected sixteen variables for the analysis, ten variables have come out as the
dognficat dsyiminents of the lov and high ege & mariege The dsoiminats of the low
and high age a marriage in the respective orders are, femal€e's bad luck in the horoscope,
famdes oooupdtion, femdes education, rdaiondip of ousss bdfore mariage menade
ae type of marage age dffeence beween gousss famdes childhood place of resdence
female's family type before marriage and the femal€'s role in deciding the choice of her
partrer.

The highet canonicd cordaion of .81 dows the messre of asoddion bewean the
dsoiminat fudion and the age & maniege is high Smilaty, the eégen vdue of 186 ad
the wilks lambda of .35, represent that this function is the powerful discriminator and the
group means (centraids) are quite far avay from eech ather.

Results of the Urban Analysis

The dasdfication reduts of the low and high age & mariage for the urben aress dow the the
pacentage of grouped casss coredly dasdfied is ebout 86 per cat (Tade 7). Among the
two groups i.e., low and high age at marriage, the percentage correctly classified is
highet for thosewith high agea marriage, thenwho married & eneally ege

TABLE 7 : CLASSIFICATION RESULTS OF THE EARLY AND LATE AGE AT MARRIAGE: URBAN

Actual group No. of cases Predicted group member ship
0* /
Goup0 2] 48 10
(age at marriage <-17) (S22 2729
Gropl(age at marriage> 19) 100 12 8
120%9 (800

Per cent of "grouped" cases correctly classified : 86.08%
Eigenvalue=1.44

Chi - Suare=13447 (p< 00D
Canonical correlation = 0.7686

As in cae of rud aess the high canonicd carddion of .77, reveds thd, the messure of
anddion bawen the dsriminat fundion ad the farde age & mariae is rdaivdy
high. While the fundion with the laget d@gen vdue of 144 dows it is the most povefu
discriminator, the lowest wilks lambda of .41 denotes that the group centroids are greatly
spaded ad vay ddindly rddive to the anout of dgpagon within the goups On this
gou, it is dosaved from the Table 8 that, the vaidde femdes childhood plece of resdence
playsaggnficat rdein dsaiminging thegroups of low and high egea mariage Thisis
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TABLE 8: STANDARDIZED CANONICAL DISCRIMINANT FUNCTION COEFFECIENT FOR THE
EARLY AND LATE AGE AT MARRIAGE

Variables Standardized Discriminant Function Coefficients
Rural Urban

vl 0.34504 0. 26656

v2 — 0. 22690

v3 — -0. 33646

v4 0. 17449 0. 39160

v5 — 0. 13640

v6 — —

v7 0. 46962 0. 24992

v8 0. 44412 0. 24865

v9 0. 2551 -(0. 26851

vl O -0. 17477 —

vl | -0.22985 —

V12 0. 79061 0.21795

V13 -0.17258 —

\ARZ) 0. 52060 0. 22059

V15 — 0. 22059

V16 — —

Note: (1) vl-v16 refersto variables as mentioned earlier.
(2) blank space (—) refers, that those variables are not satistically significant in discriminating the
early and late age at marriage.

foloved by vaiades like durdion of mariage age dfference bawean the goousess menarche
age, femal€e's education, relationship of spouses before marriage, femal€e's order of birth,
femdés oooupetion, famdestbed ludk in the horosoope paretd beckground and rdigon, in
the respective orders, that exert high discriminating power between the two concerned

gous
Discusson

As dchld mariages ad prepubaty marieges ae ngdighe in Ponddhary, the age a
which a gl atans her menardhe hes a dgnificat rde to play in daeamining her mariage
ae Thus the gl who atains her menardhe a an eatly age, will be having grester dhance to be
maried a an ealy age Shee har chances far gdting dliance far mariage is high. This will
not be the case with thosg, whose age & menarche age is ddayed. The podtive influence of age
a menache on the mariage age & shown by the dsriminat readt, dealy supports the
importance of conddeaing thisvatiable in andysing thefemdeagea mariage

Dudion of mariage an indcaor of the ganadion ie, young o dd, edhbits a negive
influence on the farde age & mariege Gengdly peode bdongng to dder gengration will
have misconceived ideas regarding the late age at marriage and hence may favour early
mariage for the fandes On the ather hand, peope of presat genardion due to the dfedt of
modanisgion will have a favourdde atitude towads lae mariage and hence mey dday the
mariageof thar deughter.
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The childhood place of residence has a significant role to play in affecting the marriage
age of thefemales. For ingtance, who stay in the rural for most of their childhood days, will
retain theideas and values of those areas, which would reflect in their approach towardsthe
socid issues like marriage age.

Femal€e's order of birth in her family also determines her marriage age as shown by the
discriminant result. Generaly in the tradition of South India, the eldest child will be married
first and then the rest. Hence females of first order will be having early marriage agethan
those belonging to thelater orders since, the eldest femal e hasto be married and hasto clear the
way for others to enter the marriage market.

Arranged marriages (type of marriage) are traditionaly decided by the parents and the
role of the girl in deciding her partner will beless. Inthat situation, her age at marriagemay be
low as compared to those who select their partner themselves.

Generdly in South Indian joint families, eders of the family, for ingtance, grand parents
will be having mare sy in dedding the mariege age of the ferde then her parents Thus the
elders or grand parents with the age-old customs will be showing muchinterest in settling
their grand daughter's marriage soon. And this may result in the early age at marriage of the
femdes from non-nudear families The negative influence of the type of family befare marriage on
female marriage age as indicated by the dscriminant result clearly supports the above
discussion that, females from non-nuclear familieswill have lower marriage age than those
from nuclear families.

In India, it is a custom that the boy should be of older age than the girl at the time of
marriage. Generdlly, the parents look for a girl who isyoung so that she can adjust with the
family well. With this intention they may go for a higher age-gap between the boy and girl,
which results in early female marriage age.

It isfurther noted that, there exists a positive influence between the rel ationship of spouses
before marriage and the fema e marriage age. The process of marriage arrangementsin terms of
matching the horoscope, fixing the dowry amount, will be faster and easy in the consang-
uineous marriages, which may result in the early age at marriage. On the other hand, in casedf
non-consanguineous marriages, since the people of both sidesare not known to each other, the
marriage arrangements will take its own time, thereby delaying the marriage age. Hence, a
changein the parents attitude regarding the sel ection of spouse from outsidetheir relation, will
definitely mark an increase in the female marriage age.

The impedt of education and oocoupetion, seams to play a dgnificat rde in dtaing the
femde age @ mariage Once a farde is educaed, then automdicdly her mariage will be
pogponed. Furthe, if dhe is employed in a bdter podtion, due to her expoare to the oudde
warld, e may be in a padtion to comprehand the evils of ealy mariege and hence may
Oday her mariage

It is genedly fdt thet if the parents are higly educated and employed in a beter postion
then, for the welfare of their daughter, they may postpone her marriage age knowing the
problams rdaed to ealy mariage Moreove, they may d0 prfer ther daughter to have a
high socid and economic gatus like them and hence may try to provide her with better
education and like her to beemployed befae marriage Onthe other hand, in case of parents
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o low sodo-economic daus due to the asance of above mantioned dedires wiill try to satle
their daughters marriage as early as possible.

Femal€'s role in deciding about her spouse, an indirect measurement of her statusin the
family shows a negative influence on her marriage age. It indicates that, if she has higher
satusin thefamily, then the chancefor her to express her opinion againgt early marriagetoher
parentswill be more, which inturn may result in the late age at marriage. On the other hand,
females with lower gtatus in their family, as indicated by the discriminant results, will have
lower agea mariage, Sncethe posshility to expressther opinion againg eatly mariageisless

Thevariable, femae'sluck in the horoscope brings out the society's belief in matching the
horosoope @ the time of maiage Any sgn o bed ludk o "thousan!' in the gil's horosoope
reduces her vaue in the mariage market dradicdly and thereby cregtes room for the increese in
her marriage age. Though urbanisation is expected to bring a favourable change in the
peopl€e's perception regarding various socia issues, the belief in the horoscope for fixing the
marriage aliance ill holdsits grip. The discriminant result showsthat, the marriage agefor
femdeswith bed ludk in their horasoope will be higher then thosewho do nat havethe same

On the whole, from the above discussion of the discriminant results it can be concluded
that, in case of both rural and urban areas, cultura variables play amgjor rolein determining
the female age at marriage in addition to their individua development, in terms of the
educationa attainment and work status. For instance, the significant role of horoscope in
deciding the marriage age of the femalesin both rural and urban areas, asreveaed by the
discriminant anaysis, clearly shows the influence of culture on the age at marriage.
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Appendix 1

Parental Background Index

To edimate this index the vaiades that ae conddaed ae the Educaiond Attanment
ad the Ocoupdiond Satus of the faher and mather. The messremat of thee vaidles
dongwith their coded valuesaregiven bdow:

Educational Attainment:

Illiterate-0
Educated upto 8th od. - 1
Educated dhove8h gd. - 2

Occupational Status

Unampoyed- 0
Empoyed in nonprofessond work -1
Employedin professond work - 2

Thexe coded vdues ae kept the same for bath father and maother. The index is fomed by
addng up the Educationd Attanment and the Ocoupetiond Seus of the parants ie, faher and
mother. And the tatd soore of  this index ranges from 0 to 8. For the ske of compaison, the
toid soore hes been divided into low and high sgparady for the urben and rud aees For the
uben aress the totld score hes bean divided into two as less then or equd to 4 ad 'greder
then 4, to rgresat the lov ad high sodo-economic daus of the parents regpectivdy. In
cae of rurd aess the totd soore of less then or equd to 2, is conddered s low daus while
'greter then 2, represants parents with high sodo-economic datus



