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Introduction

ASapart of 'Health for all by 2000, various areaswere indentified and targetsfor
achievemants wae lad down by Govenmat of Inda Education for d is one of the
important agpects from the paint of view of humen resource devdopmeat. Enrdment of dl
dighle children of sthod going age is an impartant Sep towards achieving 100 par cat
literay. It is however, dbsaved for vaious reesons dhildren dropaut & vaious levds of
ghoding Sum dwdling popdaion is vunerdde due to essodated influenoss of low
sodosoonamic datus lower parentd literacy raes high raes of juvenile ddinquency ad low
daus of femde children. A sudy wes therefore, undertaken in urben dum population tofind
aut theextent and cause of schodl drapouts from the paint of view of itsprevertion.

Material and Methods

This dudy was conduded in a dum populaion adopted by the Urben Hedth Canire,
Mangawar Peth, Pune, from Augugt 88to April 89. A houseto house aurvey wasundartaken an
a pretested profoma by the trained Medicd Soad Woarkers to find out schod dropouts
Children were desgnated as dropoutsif they did nat attend the schod for mare then 6 monthsin
conscution. Informéation like parenta education, presat age and age of the children &
ghod leaving, 2, rdigion, reesons for the dropout ec. were odllected from the perents of
the drogpouts Duing the survey, dhildren nat avdled ingite of dighle age were d0
identified and reesonsfor non-erdment were noted down.

Reaults

Thare were 1,080 children in the ege range of 5 -18i.e, sthod gaing ape out of whom
3835 pa oat) dhildren were not avdled in the schod & dl. From the remaining 1042
children 8985 per oat) children were identified as schod drapouts Age and sex didribution
o these children isgiven in Table 1. The dropout rete in males was 90 pear ot and in famde
it was 7.9 pa cent. This difference was nat satidicaly sgnificant. There was no sgnificant
dfference in the nonardmen rates for maes in age groups of under fifteen and over
fifteen, however a sgnificantly reducad non-erdmernt rates we obsaved in case of femde
childreninthesetwo age grous.
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TABLE1: AGEAND =X DISTRBUTION CFCHILDREN

Male Totd children Dropout Per cant Nonervolled Per cent
5- 466 15 3.3 15 3.2
15-18 129 37 26 4 31

Totd 595 52 9.0 19 3.2
Female

5- 398 18 4.6 9 2.3
15-18 87 19 246 10 115

Totd 485 37 7.9 19 3.9

Children dropping out of schod and nat entaring the schodl & dll (nonrenrdment) are
conddered together for further andlyss Thefindingsarepresantin Tble-2
TABLE2: CHARACTERSTICSOF THEPARENTSREFORTING DROFOUT CRNON-ENROLMENTOF

THERCHILDREN

Characteristics of Parents Total No. of Children Dropout + non-enrolled
No. Percentage

Religion
Hindus 906 95 10.5
Mudim 169 32 189
Chridian 4 - R
Others 1 - _
Educational level of Father
Illiterate 348 55 1580
Primary schodling 142 25 1760
Secondary schodling 341 32 9.38
s 145 5 345
Cdlege 41 3 732
NM 63 7 nn
Father's occupation
Lebourer 357 67 190
Savice 502 37 7.4
Svel bieres 146 16 10.96
Others 11 - -
N.M. 64 7 1093
Mother's occupation
Working mother 253 46 182
House wife 827 81 9.8

Totel 1080 127 117
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The dropouts were dgrificantly mare in Mudims (189 parcent) wheare as in Hindus it
was 105 per oat only.

The rdaiondhip of fahe's education with schod dropouts hows tha with increesing
educdion of faher there wis a dgrificant dedine of the schod dropauts exoeat the parents
with cdllege education. Thiswasdueto two children with leaming prodeminthisgroup.

The dropout rate was highest among children of labourer, 67 out of 357 (19 pear o)
fdlowed by children of Hf enployed svdl entaprenuas Childen of those engeged in
savice hed leet schod drapot rete (7.4 per cant)

Children of warking mathers hed a dgnificantly higher dropout rate (182 par oant)
compaal to childen of house wives (98 pa cat). Thare was no saigticdly sgnificant
dfference with the education of women aswel aswith their income and the schodl dropouts

The meen age of drapouts at the time of gudy was 15.3 years with Sd of 2.8 years The
sandard where the child gopped atending the sthod is given in Teble 3. It was cbsaved
thet 42.7 par oant of dl the drapouts were from Rrimery schodl. The ressons for non-erdment
and dropouts is given in Teble 4. Povaty and leaming disshility were important causss for
shod dropoutsaswel asnon-ardmeat.

TABLE3: STANDARDAT THETIMEOFLEAVING

Dropouts Percentage
-4 38 42.7
5-8 38 27
9-10 11 123
10+ 2 23
Totd 89 100

TABLE4: REASONSFORNON-BNROLLMBNT AND SCHOOL DROROUT

Dropouls % Non -enrollment 9%
Poverty 39 438 9 237
Incgpeblecf Leaming 14 157 3 7.9
Difficultiesiii attending school 2 22 3 7.9
Regon& auturd bdieve 2 22 1 2.6
Psyadhdogicd problem 1 11 3 7.9
Mariege 5 56 - -
Degthof Fether 3 34 - -
NM 23 260 19 50
Totd 89 100 38 100

3 out of 127 (28 par cat) of the drgpouts and non-aradlled were regulaly employed as
lebourers, tamporary worke's or hdping hends to svdl busnessman, of whom 86 per cant
waemdesand 14 per cant werefamdes The minimum age when achild was asked towork
for breed eaming was 8 years Themean agedf commencemant of eaming was 13.9 yearswith
S 24 years Eght hours ws the average durdtion of wark and Rs 75 wies the average
wages per day earned by these children.
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Discussion

Theliteracy ratein Sate of Maharadhirais 47.2 per cent according to 1981 censuswhich is
highe then dl ather Indan dates excat Keda and Goa In order to improve literacy
daus avdmat dive for dl dilden compleing 5 years of age is undatsken. Some
children are erdled & dder age having missad the opportunity & their right age Thisrelitsin
enrdment figures excearing 100 per cant as sean from Maharadhtra figures for erdlment for
Rimay education during 1987-88, of 126.3 peroant for boys and 1108 pacart for gils The
prablem of dropout during primary schodl is a sious one as indicated in this Sudy by 42.7
per cant dropouts bdow 4th gandard. These children are likdy to forget even reeding and
writing due to non practice Efforts therefore, are nesded to be concentrated on this group
D & to complee educaion minumum ypto ah S This will enddle these children to
presarvefundiond literecy.

The evdment figures have dways indicated a mde pregponderence, Snce mde mamba's
have to shouder the reponsity of breed eaming and femdes are treditiondlly expected to
look &fter the manegameant of kitchen. Overdl impression, therdfore, is thet the main future rle
o a femde dild as an alt is of resrided & home for child beaing ad reaing
imespedtive of educationd datus It is encouraging to note thet over paiod of time thereisa
dhange in this thirking in the right diredtion as indicated by improved erdmat figures for
femde dhildren. In order to improve the educationd detus of famedes the Govemment of
Maharaghtra hes darted free education for gl children upto 10th Sd. Femdle literay is
dosdy linked with improvemat in the metamd and child hedth and acogptance of gl
family nom. Invesment infamdeliteracy therforewill pay rich dividanisin fuire

Ervdmet figures for midde sthog levd for date of Maharadira for cdender year
1987-83 are 84.8 pa oat and 58.1 per oat for boys and girls regpedtivdy. Dropout rate &
ssoondry sthod levd in the presant qudy is57.3 par oant. Animportant reeson for droping out
of school after primary education is poverty. In the present study 43.8 per cent
children had to supplement family income by giving up school and take up arole of
breed eama. Meatd reiadation, abaraed mentd devdopment, difficuties in leaming
were identified by the parents among 15.7 per cent dropouts and 7.9 par oat non-ent
ralments(Teble4).

In order to provide leaming oppartunity to children coming from lowver sodcsconomic
groups timing of the schod may have to be adjuged in such awey thet the dhild is edle to
pafom bath the duies namdy supparting the family and gating education. His pece of
educdion may nat be the same as those children geting education without any other
reponshiliies An dlowance of some paiod mey have to be mede while plaming the
auricdum. More weghtage shoud be gven on vocationd training and shat coursss in
oder to enddle the Suderts to datain meeningfu employment. Spedd educationd fadlities at
a ood dfordsble to dl may have to be provided to those with mentd retarddion and
leaming dfficuities

Reigousand auiturd bdiefsinduding early marmiageswereresponsblefor 7.8 per cart of
drapoutswhich nead education of the perents Difficuity in attending schod and family
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dfficuitieslike perentd desth can be overcome by education, mativation and meking the
hdp avalablefromthendghbours

Paentd illiteracy, low par capita inoome are wdl known deleminents of educationdl
datus of children but difficut to contrd es medicd, sodd and pdiical reforms and long
tam gratagies are nesded to ovarcome these prablems: Till then one may have to rly on
nead-besed acurmiculum satting with empheg'son vocationd training:
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