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Introduction

THE rapid growth of urban population is a major problem of most of the developing
countries. The urban population of India which was just 10.8 percent of the total
population in 1901 has increased over time to 25.7 percent of the total population in
1991. Sincein 1961 the definition of urban settlements was substantially modified, the
figuresprior to 1961 census are not strictly comparable with latter figures. The changein
the urban population in a given geographical area over a period of time occurs due to
four factors viz., natural increase, net rural to urban migration, the difference of the
population of new towns added and declassified towns and finally by the population of
areas added by the expansion of municipal boundaries. In most of the situationsthe last two
factors have negligible effect on urbanization over ashort period of time. Therefore, onecan
reasonably consider only natural increase and net rura to urban migration to be
responsible for the change in urban population.

A number of dudies have been done by vaious authors regarding urbenization pettern of
Indiaasawhole. It has been found that the western zone is the most urbanized zone and
the eastern zoneisthe least urbanized zone in the country according to urbanization lesd
on the basis of 1991 census data. In the eastern zone the urbanization trend is
maximum in Mizoram with an urbanization level of 46.2 percent. Manipur has the second
ad West Bed hes the third podtion having ubenization levds of 21.1 and 274 percent
respectively. The present work attemptsto study the trend of urbanization in the different
districts of West Benga on the basis of census data.

* Department of Statistics, University of Calcutta, Calcutta.
** Bureau of Applied Economics and Statistics, Government of West Bengal, Calcutta.
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Growth of Urbanization

Table 1 shows the percentage growth of urban and rura population (i.e. theratio of
difference of rdevant populaion of two Successive censuses and the rdevant populaion at the
former census multiplied by 100) for the different districts of West Bengal over time

TABLE 1: PERCENTAGE GROWTH OF URBAN AND RURAL POPULATION IN THE DISTRICTS OF
WEST BENGAL DURING 191 -91

WB/Didrids Urban decanial gronth Rural decennial growth
1961-71 1971-81 1981-91 1961-71 1971-81 1981-91

West Bengal 2841 3L73 2949 2638 2036 2301
Burdwan 5898 59.33 49.05 1992 1290 13.08
Birbhum 2382 3908 3226 273 1642 2103
Barkura 2421 1945 2829 2185 16.72 17.02
Michepur 2571 36.32 4582 2699 2124 2179
Howrah 284 3209 37.62 1569 1598 15.26
Hooghly 3124 3818 2819 2783 1187 1991
24-Pagares 4867 40.37 0585 2193 1991 3052
Cdautta 757 496 3278 — — —
Neda 357 5306 3622 2963 2826 2806
Murshidebed 27.10 3928 4248 2851 2451 2655
West Dingjpur 7550 54.72 55.37 3767 26.69 27.09
Maldah 3895 4288 9175 3189 2525 2651
Hpeiguni 3B7B 8516 2697 2805 2033 252
Dajeding 2460 56.57 4538 2533 2336 2470
Cooch Beher 3528 2650 3849 3893 2519 2058
Puuia 4313 2598 26.10 16.01 1472 1897

From Table 1 it is clear that urban population increased more rapidly than rural
population during the period 1961-91 in West Bengal aswell asinall thedidricts. Thereis
a deady increase in the urben populaion for the digricts Midngour, Howrah, Murshidebed, and
Maldah.

Table 2 shows the values of the level of urbanization (i.e. the percentage of urban
population to thetotal population) for the different districts and West Bengal asawhole
over time.

Table 2 exhibits that the increase in the level of urbanization for the state of West-
Bengal over time is not very significant. But there is significant increase for some of
districts viz., Burdwan, Howrah, Hooghly, West-Dingjpur, Madah and Japaiguri. The
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level is maximum for Howrah for al the four years. There is a significant increase of
urbanization level in Maldah from 1981 to 1991. The level is minimum for Maldah in
the years 1961, 1971, 1981 and for Cooch-Behav m \99\(P).

TABLE2 LEVEL OF URBANIZATION IN THE DISTRICTSOF WEST BENGAL DURING 1961 -91

WB/ Digrids 1961 1971 1981 199 1(P)
West Bengal 2445 2475 2647 2739
Burdwan 1820 278 79.39 3543
Biftihum 691 10i &2& 898
Barkura 734 747 763 &l
Michgpur 770 763 849 10.00
Howrah 4048 4193 4512 4954
Hooghly 259 2647 2943 309
24-Pargeres 3181 3515 3882 3455
*Calcutta — — . —
Nedia 1841 1874 2159 265
Murshicebed 854 845 936 1041
West Dingipur 748 934 1117 1333
Madah 416 422 478 708
JHpaiguri 911 960 1405 1640
Daijeding 2316 2305 2755 071
Cooch Behar 701 6.83 6.90 785
Ruia 6.80 826 900 948
*Norud aea

Table 3 shows the values of speed of urbanization (i.e. the ratio of difference of
urbanization levels at two successive censuses and urbanization level at the former census
multiplied by 100) of the different districts and West-Benga over time.

From Table it isclear that the speed was negative in some of the districts during te
decade 1961 -71 But dter 1971 it is podtive for dl the digrics The digrids Burdwan and
West-Dinajpur have uniformly higher speed of urbanization than all other districts. The
most interesting figure is the speed of the district Maldah during 1981-91. It is
necessary to find out the reason behind such ahigh speed. The speed isalso high for the
district 24-Parganas during the decade 1981-91.

Increase in Population
Table 4 shows the values of percentage variation of population by district for rural

and urban area over time (i.e. the ratio of difference in urban (rural) population at two
successive censuses and the total population at the former census multiplied by 100).
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TABLE 3: SPEED OF URBANIZATION DURING 191 -91

WB/ Didrids 1961-71 1971-81 1981-91(P)
West Bengal 123 6.95 348
Burdwan 2516 2002 2055
Birbhum 00.09 17.78 0845
Bankura 0L77 0214 0891
Michepur -00.09 1127 0L79
Howrah 0358 07.61 09.80
Hooghly 0196 11.18 0513
24-Parganes 1050 1044 6311
Cdautta — — —
Neda 0L79 1521 04.91
Murshiceted -01.05 10.77 12
West Dingjpur 24.87 1959 1934
Maldah 0144 1327 257132
Hpagui 0533 46.35 16.73
Dajeding -00.04 1952 1147
Cooch Behar -02.57 0102 1377
Rurdia 2147 08.96 0533

In Table 4 the rura figures are generally greater than the urban figures because
the rural area is higher than the urban area in most of the districts. But it can be seen
that in many districts, there is an increasing trend in urban values and a decreasing
trend in rura vaues.

Table 5 showstheindices of urban population of different districtsand also for West-
Bengal for the years 1971, 1981 and 1991 by considering 1961 as the base period.

From the indices of Table 5 it is clear that the increase the urban population in
some of the districts viz. Burdwan, Midnapur, West-Dingjpur, Madah and Jalpaiguri is
very high compared to 1961, particularly in the year 1991.

Figuresof 1981 Census

Some interesting figures are available only for 1981 which are presented in this
section. Tables6 and 7 showsthe proportion of inter district male and fema e migrantsonthe
basis of birth place and the place of residence at the time of censusfor rura to urbanand
for urban to rural migration respectively.

For rural to urban migration (Table 6) it can be seen that the proportions of male and
female migrants are nearly equal for amost al the districts except Midnapur where the
proportion of male migrantsis higher than that of female. The figures also reflect the fact
thet the trend of migration is towards the digtricts Cdautta, 24-Parganas, Burdwan, Howrah and
Jdpaiguri.
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TABLE 4: PERCENTAGE VARIATION OF RURAL AND URBAN POPULATION OVER TIME
DURING 1961-91

WB/Didrids 1961-71 1971-81 1981-91

Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural
West Bengal 695 1993 785 1532 781 1692
Burdwan 1073 16.30 1351 9.9 2083 470
Birbhum 166 2114 275 1527 267 1927
Barkura 177 2024 1% 1547 216 159
Midnapur 198 2491 2717 19.62 368 19.87
Howrah 924 933 1345 2128 17.20 851
Hooghly 811 20.60 1010 1375 865 1378
24-Paganes 1548 1904 1419 1290 299 1803
Cdautta — — — — — —
Nada 600 2418 994 29 782 213
Murshickbed 231 1808 3R 244 401 2418
West Dingj pur 564 485 511 2420 6.17 2388
Malda 14 3057 181 2419 440 2539
Hpeiguri 326 2550 818 1837 663 19.80
Daijeding 570 1946 1304 17.98 1112 15.79
Cooch Beher 247 3620 18 2347 267 1988
Ruuia 293 1492 214 1351 233 17.67
TABLES : INDEX OF URBAN POPULATION FOR 1971-1991 (beseyeer = 1961)
WB. Digricts 1971 1981 1991(P)
West Bengal 12841 169.15 21803
Burdwan 15893 25329 37754
Birbhum 12382 12 277.77.
Barkua 12421 14837 19035
Michepur 1571 171.36 249.87
Howrah 12284 162.26 223.30
Hooghly 131.24 181.35 23248
24-Pagares 14867 20869 22089
Cdauita 107.57 11290 14991
Neda 13257 20292 27642
Murshicebed 127.10 17702 25223
Wiest Dirgipur 17550 27153 42188
Malda 13395 191.39 366.99
Hpeiguri 13575 25136 369.43
Daijeding 124.60 19508 28361
Cooch Behar 13528 17112 23699
Ruuia 14313 18033 22738




TABLE 6: PROPORTION PERSONS MIGRATED FROM RURAL TO URBAN IN WEST BENGAL IN 1981

9. Didri¢ Charad- Enumerated in the District
No. ofBirth  eridics
Cooch Hpa- Dajee Wet  Md- M Nadia 24- Cd- Hov  Hoo- Mide Batr  Puu Bud  Bir-  Totdl
Behar gui  ding Dingpur deh -dabad Parganesautta  rah di pur kua  lia wen  bhan
12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
1. Cooch M _ 0.176 0.059 0.030 0.008 0.005 0.012 0.085 0046 0.005 0.009 0.005 00 0001 0.016 0.003 0.460
Behar F — 0.263 0.075 0.024 0.006 0.009 0.016 0.067 0032 0.007 0.006 0.008 0001 0.003 0020 0.003 0.540
T — 0.439 0.134 0.054 0014 0.014 0.028 0.152 0.078 0.012 0.015 0.013 0001 0.004 0.036 0.006 1.000
2. Jdpai- M 0.056 — 0171 0.022 0.008 0.003 0.010 0.077 0.060 0.009 0.013 0.005 0001 0001 0.016 0.005 0.457
oui F 0.093 — 0.189 0.032 0.010 0.005 0.014 0.088 0.054 0.010 0.018 0.003 0001 0001 0.018 0.007 0543
T 0.149 — 0.360 0.054 0.018 0.008 0.024 0.165 0.114 0.019 0031 0008 0.002 0.002 0034 0012 1.000
3. Darjee M 0.062 0.181 — 0.016 0011 0.004 0.009 0.093 0081 0.014 0011 0.006 0.003 0001 0.027 0.001 0.520
ling F 0.046 0.185 — 0.040 0.007 0.006 0.008 0.072 0.060 0.013 0.014 0.003 0001 0.003 0.020 0.002 0.480
T 0.108 0.366 — 0056 0.018 0.010 0.017 0.165 0241 0.027 0.025 0.009 0004 0.004 0.047 0.003 1.000
4. West M 0.016 0.047 0.102 _ 0.055 0.008 0.015 0.098 0.058 0.024 0011 0.004 0001 0004 0.036 0.004 0.483
Dingjpur F 0.020 0.068 0.098 — 0.066 0021 0.022 0.105 0.046 0.013 0.016 0.006 0.002 0001 0.030 0.003 0.517
T 0036 0115 0200 — 0121 0029 0.037 0.203 0.104 0.037 0.027 0.010 0.003 0.005 0066 0.007 1.000
5 Mddh M 0.014 0.032 0021 0.082 — 0.032 0.012 0.171 0.087 0.013 0.003 0.008 0001 0001 0.045 0.005 0.527
F 0.003 0.024 0028 0.112 — 0.105 0.012 0.075 0.039 0.008 0.010 0006 0.002 0.002 0.043 0004 0.473
T 0.017 0.056 0.049 0.194 — 0.137 0.024 0.246 0126 0021 0.013 0.014 0.003 0.003 0.088 0.009 1.000
6. Murshi- M 0.002 0.003 0.003 0.008 0.010 _ 0.029 0.142 0.090 0.025 0.042 0.008 0.002 0.002 0.120 0.050 0.536
dabad F 0.001 0.005 0.005 0.006 0.017 —  0.043 0.098 0.073 0.020 0.046 0.007 0.002 0.002 0.092 0.047 0.464
T 0.003 0008 0008 0.014 0.027 — 0.072 0.240 0.163 0.045 0.088 0.015 0004 0.004 0.212 0.097 1000
7. Nadia M 0.002 0.006 0.005 0.005 0.002 0.021 _ 0.194 0.072 0026 0.037 0.008 0001 0.003 0.063 0.005 0.450
F 0002 0008 0.005 0004 0.004 0031 — 0252 0.062 0.027 0.052 0.007 0002 0002 0.088 0.004 0.550
T 0.004 0.014 0.010 0.009 0.006 0.052 — 0.446 0.134 0.053 0.089 0.015 0.003 0.005 0151 0.009 1.000
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TABLE 7: PERSONS MIGRATED FROM URBAN TO RURAL IN WEST BENGAL IN 1981

EnurgratedintheDigrict
9. Digrid  Charac- Coocth Jpa- Dajee Wt Midsh  Murshi 2 G+ How Hoo Mida Bar Puu Bud Bir- Tod
Nc o Brth taisics Beder gui  -ing  Dingjpur -oebed Ned@  paygam autta rah di pur  kua lia  wen bhum
s
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
1. Cooch M _ 0249 0048 002 0013 0004 0008 0015 00 0003 0001 0010 0003 0003 0007 0003 033
Behar F — 0460 0828 0025 0018 0012 0020 0012 00 0007 0005 0007 0001 0003 0010 0003 0611
T — 0709 0076 0.047 0031 0016 0028 0027 00 0010 0006 0017 0004 0006 0017 0006 1.000
2.  Hpa- M 0149 008 0036 0026 0008 0020 0014 00 0005 0007 0007 0011 0008 0017 0002 0.3%
quri F 0274 — 0118 0.046 0035 0010 0032 0022 00 00 0015 0011 0018 0004 0014 0005 0604
T 0423 — 0204 0082 0061 0018 0052 0036 00 0005 002 0018 002 0012 0031 0007 1000
3. Daje M 0023 024 — 0.064 0030 0005 0014 002 00 0004 0006 0031 0008 00 0008 0003 0470
ling F 0042 0282 — 0.081 0014 0006 0018 0030 00 0001 0014 0025 0003 0002 0007 0005 0530
T 0065 0536 — 0.145 0044 0011 0032 000 00 0005 0020 006 0011 0002 0015 0008 1.00CO
4. West M 0031 0065 0083 — 0078 0012 0015 0012 00 00 0005 0006 0007 0010 0023 0014 0.36]!)
Dingpu F 0046 0139 0081 — 0194 0032 0030 0025 00 00 0011 0012 0011 0010 0036 0012 0.63'i
T 0077 0204 0164 — 0272 0044 0045 0037 00 00 0016 0018 0018 0020 0059 0026 100
5. Madah M 0016 0026 0047 0168 _ 0044 0010 0016 00 0010 0010 0015 0008 004 002 O0019 O.41|
F 0013 0020 0019 0289 — 0088 0043 0035 00 00 0010 0010 0002 0005 002 0027 0587 %
T 0029 0046 0066 0457 — 0132 0053 0051 00 0010 0020 0025 0010 0009 0046 0046 1.00Cu
>
6. Mush- M 0005 0006 0009 0035 0032 — 0061 0016 00 0004 0028 0011 0006 0002 0056 004 036t 2|
dabad F 0003 0008 0004 0037 0065 — 0133 0024 00 0005 0027 0017 0010 0006 0092 0204 063Xy
T 0008 0014 0013 0072 0097 — 0194 0040 00 0009 0055 0028 0016 0008 0148 0298 10009
7. Nada M 0012 0017 0010 0024 0009 0032 _ 0.059 00 0004 0043 0013 0007 0002 0030 0010 032
F 0014 0021 0009 0023 0007 008 _ 0.128 00 0005 0097 0024 0013 0006 0218 0028 0678
T 0026 0038 0019 0047 0016 0117 — 0.187 00 0009 0140 0037 0020 0008 0208 0038 1000
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0.016
0.021

0033
0.072
0.105

0025
0.042
0.067

0021
0.056
0077
0.109

0.329

0.042
0.048
0.090

0.091
0.226
0.317

0.109
0211
0.320

0133

0.327
0.505

0.011
0.012
0.023

0.009
0.015
0.024

0.008
0.012
0.020
0.010

0.021
0.031

0.013
0.014
0.027

0.007
0.016
0.023

0.008
0.021
0.029

0.049
0.138
0.187

0.297
0.703
1.000

0.376
0.624
1.000

0.232
0.768
1.000
0.252

0.748
1.000

0.324
0.676
1.000

0.250
0.750
1.000

0.276
0.724
1.000

0271
0.729
1.000

0.280

0.720
1.000

M =Mde F=Farde T=Totd, 00=FHguesaena avalaie
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For urban to rural migration (Table 7) it isinteresting to note that the proportions of
female migrant are higher than the proportions of male migrantsfor most of the districts.
Herethe trend of migration is towards the districts 24-Parganas, Burdwan and Nadia.
There are alarge number of migrants from Maldah to West Dingjpur.

Condusion

One should take care while using the figures of different tables since they are not
always compar able over time. There are caseswhere somerural areasare considered as
urban due to Government policy. Due to absence of rural areain most of the tables the
figuresfor the district of Calcuttaare not mentioned. In 1991 the figures for North and
South 24-Parganas, Balurghat and West-Ding pur are consdered together for comparability.
All the figures have been collected from the census publications of Government of India
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